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Abstract

The major aim of this suudy was to employ some socio-psychological principles to find out the attitudes of
Mashihadis towards the Maskhadi accent, [n fict, fullowing the tenets Jiid down by psycholinguists (stttude)
and sociolinguists (accommodation theory), this swdy atlempts o relate these two fields logether by
social milieus

investigating the attitudes of Mashhadis towards Tehrani and Mashhadi accents. To this end, th
of lran and Mashhad were analyzed meticulausly by the researcher, Nationally, it seems that the government
espouses the ‘one natian one language’ policy. Proscribing the use of other languages, the authorities have

prescribed Persian as the language of the academic circles. Besides, TV programs place a premium on the

Tehrani accent by creating characters who promote the Tehrani accent and demote the other accents. Locally, the
results of observation and interview with persons from different socioeconomic backgrounds and from both

gender demonstrated that Mashhadis preferred to diverge from Mashhadi, converging towards Teheani, believing

that Tehrani was more prestigious, making people appear to be more knowledgeable. Men were found to
converge 1o the Tehrani accent mare in formal settings than the informal ones. And people from the working
class families were found to diverge from Tehrani, In fact, shame and social solidarity were found to be the most

important factors hindering the use of the Tehrani accent among the working class families. [t seems that

0 use the Mashhad

accent in

generally Mashhadis prefer 1o converge towards the Tehrani accent, eschewir

dheir own canversation, Ifthis process goes on in Mashhad, accenticide (accent decay) will be inevitable
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