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Religion and Development: Sacred Spaces and Foreign Aid in Aceh, Indonesia
Andrew McGregor

The development industry has historically presented itself as a secular industry unconcerned
and removed from matters of religion. Secularisation theorists originally believed that religion would
decline as countries developed, contributing to a problematic divide beiween the public practical realm of
‘development’ and the more personal and spiritual concerns of refigion. In practice, however,
development and religion have always been entwined and are becoming increasingly connected as
development institutions adopt more culturally-informed approaches through grassroots development
initiatives. In this paper, | concentrate upon the relationship between religion and development by
focusing on the rebuilding of Acehnese communities in the wake of the 2004 Asian tsunami. First, |
explored how institutional policies regarding religion shape the aims and activities of transnational
development networks operating in Aceh. Second, | explored how the religious landscapes of the
Acehnese affect the implementation of development projects. Finally, 1 explored the outcomes of this

particular encounter between development and religion by looking at the slow and problematic rebuilding
of sacred spaces.

Spirituality in Malls: The Geographic Implications of the Existence of Churches within Shopping
Malls
Glenn Immanuel Luna

Malling has been one of the activities that Filipinos love to do. In malls, Filipinos are able to do
several things such as shopping, eating, watching movie, playing games and now, going to a church
service or mass. Churches do exist in malls nowadays, and have been there for the past few years
already. This phenomenon brings with it questions about sacredness of places and of the spatial
expectations of people toward the mall and the church. This research determined if the phenomenon
affects the people’s sense of sacred space and spatial expectations associated with spirituality. The study

made use of secondary materials and conducted surveys and focused interviews with church goers and
leader, mall goers and administrator

The findings show that people have a positive outlook toward this phenomenon as seen by the
increase of church goers and mall customer attendance. Having churches in malis is more convenient
and accessible, enabling the church ‘member to do shopping, before and after attending the church
activity. This was affirmed by the tenants who said that they have more customers on the days when

church activities are held. Thus, mutual benefits take place among the three players in having spiritual
activities in the mall,
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The Integrated Applied Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP) and Geographical information System
(GIS) Models in Determining Old Neighborhoods for Development in Iranian Cities: The Case of
Mashhad Pachnar neighborhood

Mohammad Rahim Rahnama

_The Purpose of this research is to explain the capability of the AHP and GIS integrated model in
determining of the old neighborhoods that have been prioritized for development in Pachnar





[image: image3.png]neighborhood in city center of Mashhad. Studies refated to this mater show that many works have down
on AHP in engineering affair (Saaty, 1977; Saaty & Vargas, 1991) but the only work which has been done
into integrated APH and GIS is the work of Marinoni, who developed this extetnion -ext-ahp. This
extension is the basic point of this research, but for reaching to the above mentioned purpose, at first
conceptual model, was defined then physical and socio-economic characters of 1097 plots of pachnear
neighborhood in city center of Mashhad with 31 hectare area were collected. Based on Saaty preference
table, 5 variables (material of building, land use, plot area, decay and street width) were selected into
pachnar map layers, then these vector layers converted into raster one. Also consistency index calculated
(C1=0.013), after this stage the background for doing the final stage was prepared. Finally, preference
activities for specifying developmental potential areas have been done and the performance resulted to
three categories: 1- the most important area, 2- more important are and 3- less important area. The
results of implementation of model show the effectiveness of it in recognition of capable areas for urban

renewal.
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Social Dimensions of Livability in a Housing Project
Michael Arieh Medina

The study was conducted in order to establish a link between social factors and perceived
livability. This is essential in order to better understand the concept of livability especially its social
dimensions. The study gives a broad perspective for urban planners and community builders while trying
to find ways of improving the quality of fife of citizens of which livability is an important indicator. Results
showed that livability in the area as perceived by the respondents does not have a significant difference
when grouped by gender (t-value =0.06) and years of residency (t-value =1.47) but significantly differs
when grouped by age (F-ration =3.59). There is a significant relationship between level of social factors
and level of livability with a chi-square value of 5670.77. It obtained a Cramer’s Phi Correlation of 0.69,
constituting a degree of moderate correlation, which means a substantial relationship between the two
variables.
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Housing Structure Change in Chengdu, China
Zhou Yan

This paper is about the changing processes in the pattern of residential neighborhoods in
Chinese urban areas. Since the execution of the market-oriented reform from the end of the last century,
social re-stratification has been undergoing a tremendous transformation in Chinese society, and so has
the pattern of residential neighborhoods in cities. Residential spaces are changing from the old largely
mixed work-unit compounds towards differentiated residential neighborhoods. This paper attempts to
examine the change in the living patterns of the urban society in Chengdu. Has there been @ shift from
‘unit-based living pattern’ to a ‘social-stratum-based living pattern’? if a change has occurred, what are
the characteristics of this change? This study uses two main data sources - primary statistical data from
Chengdu's real estate market and a household survey to analyze the housing spatial structure and
changes in living patterns in Chengdu. Based on this research, two implications are suggested. First of
all, after more than twenty years of housing reform, Chengdu's residential spatial structure has
experienced a dramatic change-from unit-based living district to social-stratum-form living district,
resulting in the demise of the oid solo unit-based living district. Secondly, the market allocation
mechanism introduced by the housing reforms, however, has not yet completely replaced the entrenched
influence from work units on home ownership behaviour. The unit-based living district has not thoroughly
disappeared. In fact, there are many enterprises which still provide housing for their empioyees in
Chengdu. Yet, unlike the old unit housing system, the ownership of the new unit housing is privately
owned rather than company owned.





