An outbreak of Mannheimia haemolytica infection in a sheep flock

Movassaghi1, A., R.; Rad2, M.; Naseri, Z.1
1- Excellence Center for Ruminant Abortion and Neonatal Mortality, School of Veterinary Medine, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

2- Department of Pathobiology, School of Veterinary Medine, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Mannheimia haemolytica is the causative agent of several economically significant veterinary diseases occurring in ruminants and, much more rarely, in other species.

It is the most common etiological agent of pneumonic pasteurellosis, septicaemia and mastitis and is considered one of the most important pathogens of lambs, calves and goats. A total of 15 deaths occurred in a group of 250 lambs (mean age of 8 months). The affected lambs were depressed and had clinical signs of severe dyspnea, fast and noisy breathing and mucopurulent nasal discharge. Some ewes in the same flock showed mastitis. At necropsy, there were fibrinopurulent exudates with pulmonary consolidation mainly in the cranioventral lobes (Fig. 1). There were also fibrinous adhesions between the affected pleura and thoracic wall. Histopathological examination revealed acute fibrinopurulent pleuropneumonia. Mannheimia haemolytica biotype A was isolated of these pneumonic lungs. Concurrent trace element deficiencies and changeable weather were assumed as predisposing factors in this outbreak 
