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A study on ecological and biological attributes of
Shoveler (Anas clypeata) In Gomishan Wetland

Yazdandad Hosein"' & Karimi® A.

The Gomishan Wetlands consisted of a chain of narrow, brackish lagoons
behind the Caspian Sea beach, stretching from two km north of the town of
Gomishan north to Turkmenistan border. Gomishan marshes cover at Jeast 5000
ha. (Scott 1995). Gomishan wetland is one of the most important bird areas in
the Middle East. It has high potential for protection of migratory birds
(Evans1994). Migratory water birds are the most important group fauna of birds
in this wetland. Family of Anatidae has special importance in other to:
diversity, abundance, ecologic, conservation and exploitation values. Shoveler
is one species of Subfamily ‘Anatinae. It is surface filter feeding duck and as no
breeding migratory bird in wetlands of our country (Scott et al, 1975). In this
study 30 numbers of shoveler hunted then morphologic (10) and skeletal (24)
characters were measured. Means of these characters were measured to
comparison with other populations in future. Some biologic and ecological
attributes of this bird were examined, such as: Fluctuations of population,
Food and Diet, Amount of fat stores, Mean of body weight, Sex ratio, and Ratio
length of intestine to body length. Shoveler fluctuations of population have
decreased 10 per cent in 1990-2000. Food material of gizzard showed they eat
mostly conch (84 per cent), Water plants (9 per cent), and gravel (7 per cent). It
is omnivorous and has carnivorous diet mostly. Fat stores levels were medium
(60 per cent), low (23 per cent), and high (17 per cent).This explanted food and
habitat suitable is approximately pleasing. Mean of body weight was 560gr. Sex
ratio of population was 1.5. Ratio length of intestine to body length was 6.75.
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