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Abstmct Book

transmission of many discases ot humans and their pets.
.ome parasites cause only mild irritation, whereas others
ae associated with severe inflammation and secondary
infections.  Many  cctoparasites  serve  as  vectors  or
termediate hosts of other disea It is important to
know the clinical features. identification and appropriate
treatments for external parasites affecting dogs, cats and
humans. The present study was undertaken to investigate
the prevalence of ectoparasite infestations in dogs and
cats in Ahwaz district, southwestern [ran.

Materials and Methods: This study was performed on
n4 companion dogs and 24 cats in Ahwaz area,
southwestern Iran. The studied animals were selected
among dogs and cats referred to veterinary hospital of
Ahwaz university. They were categorized based on age,
breed, sex and season. Methods of deep skin scraping,
acetate tape preparation, otic swabs and therapeutic trials
were used for the detection of ectoparasites in the studied
animals.

Results: Sixteen out of 64 studied dogs (25 percent) were
positive for external parasites (seven dogs were affected
by Ripicephallus sanguinis, one dog by Ctenocephalides
felis, four dogs by Trichodectes canis, one dog by Myasis
and three dogs by Sarcoptes scabies). Among the studied
cats, three out of 24 cats (12.5 percent) had ectoparasites
(two cats were affected by otodectes cynotis and another
one had lice. No significant difference between dogs and
cats was shown due to different ages, breeds and sexes
(P>0.05).

Conclusion: Some ectoparasites in dogs and cats have
zoonotic importance and are dangerous for humans. They
may be carrier for viral, ricketsial, bacterial and parasitic
diseases. Treatment of the carrier animals and their
environment with insecticide sprays are important for
public health.

Possible Links Between Crohn’s Disease and
Paratuberculosis

Hashemi Tabar Gh.

Department of Pathobiology, Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad,
Iran.

Introduction: The association of MAP with CD is
supported by identification of MAP in CD patients but not
in  appropriate  controls. Advances in molecular
techniques, such as polymerase chain reaction and culture
methods, have cnabled researchers to demonstrate that
there is an association between MAP and CD. Recently,
genome-wide association studies have identified novel
susceptibility genes for CD, which are critical for the
generation of an adaptive immunc responsc that is
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protective against intracellular pathogens, including M.
tuberculosis infection.

Materials and Methods: MAP has been cultured from
the intestines, milk and blood of Crohn's patients. In
addition, MAP has been identified in the intestines and
blood of Crohn's patients by PCR amplification of the

IS900 DNA  sequence  specific for MAP. Another
approach to studying the possible role of MAP in the
ctiology ot CD is to evaluate CD patients for the presence
of antibodies reactive against MAP antigens. DNA in-situ
hybridization has permitted direct visualization by light
microscopy of small numbers of MAP organisms in
Crohn's intestine using the traditional Ziehl-Neelsen acid
fast stain.

Results: Map has been detected in approximately 30% of
the pathological samples from patients with Crohn's
disease by 1S900 PCR tests. Map can only be grown in
conventional culture in about 5% of the cases and then
only after months or years of incubation. The results of
IS900 PCR tests on DNA extracts of Crohn's disease
intestine carried out in many different laboratories have
been conflicting. A genome-wide association study
identified the interleukin-23 receptor (IL-23R) as a novel
susceptibility gene for CD. Antibodies to MAP antigens
have been identified in the blood of Crohn's patients by
ELISA. Crohn’s disease patients display an increased
serological response to many intestinal micro-organisms
including Map.

Conclusion: Demonstrating large numbers of MAP
organisms in the mesenteric fat, the blood vessels or
lymphatics running through the mesenteric fat, or the
fistulas from patients with Crohn's disease will help
establish that MAP causes Crohn's disease. The presence
of MAP specific IS900 DNA is a predominant feature of
CD. Therapeutic intervention against MAP might
represent a potential target for disease mitigation in
Crohn’s disease.

Study of Infection Frequency of Lungs and
Mediastinal Lymph Nodes in caseous
Lymphadenitis in Sheep
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Sciences,

Introduction: Lopez had reported a man with caseous
lymphadenitis 1966 for the first time. The rate of ‘lhe
disease in man is rare and clinical signs are inflammation
of lymph nodes and are recurrent after treatment. CLA is
an occupational disease that is more prevalent in sheep
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