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Cities are not only the social centers of the human life, but also sources of artistic creativity. They are inseparable parts of many literary works. Historical oriental cities especially have been of great importance for many writers. Their glorious historical backgrounds make them sources of nostalgia and hence major poetical inspirations. The interesting point is that in the poetic world the image of these historical cities gradually evolves, until history gives its place to myth. An instance of such evolution of the historical cities into mythical utopias occurs in the poetry of Shafiee Kadkani, Persian contemporary poet. The historical city Neyshabour and Shafiee Kadkani’s homeland Kadkan have been great inspirations for his writings. Yet the historical image of Neyshabur and Kadkan in his poetical world evolves into mythical utopias. This study tries to look at the process through which historical cities transcend the boundaries of history and turn into mythical utopias. The major theme of this study is developed under a case study of Shafiee Kadkani’s poetry.


