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The Impact of Mass Media, 1CTs and Interpersonal Relationships on
the Political Awareness of the Students (Between the Years 2000-

2004): A Study on the Undergraduates of Tehran University

surdarabedi Kh', Mohsentnn Rad M5, Sinsl V.*, Ghaffari M.’

Ahstract

i b modern ers has eniibed the age of moroiation exphosien snd emmasicaian ruyaliissn, o era o
which evervehing depends on bnformntisn, Nowadays, polifics, geveramnrats, dnd antigisr haye heen
imoredibly infermingded with mes medm mire than say other ora. The quunditat|ve sl juuliEnimse
drveluprents o mpss mesdlis wmid BCTy have plaped o skgwificast wale I upgrading ihe poditical
twarvass of the sudience, The rapidity of meio-peditical events, universal erises, eie, knve necesvitain
the noqiinition of (wfrmptinn. This puper demmnsirates the impacy of mow meilla, W To mnd
imtarpersenil rebutionn na the polithci] swarenes of usleryraduste duiemts 4 Tehron anlverviiy, W
ahias diicusaes (e relwilonskip briwoms ihe pariigipants’ real fowards each 0 Thess il rminimn

womrpes whth ihuld Lovel ol palilical awnrenes,
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Tiwe Teogarct o Vawy Meufiae, NCTw i Pnterpersonal Relaffonskips ow e

Introduoction
The preas and indepeadent moldia an millcaioe. of 1he
dyramism Al wigor of a clvil sockity.  Some
sockalagisis Belvve Ul the vilalily aml dvnamism of
democracy I8 correlared  with the  well-bempg  anel
infdepomalence of communication  sysems o glvi
wnckaly, [ e simple remoa thet democracy conld ol
siistatny willho soclal amd paoliicol awarciwss, Too this
erd. the media play & vieal role. The mass media nnd
WTs can dissenitmiie palitical sworeness, and crivical
and demematic viewpolnts to o lorge extemt, pnd shape
i il o lmbai o el

The sludem popalation B eoiticalbe-onienmd, iad
cogniEml o decirmes vitlpes  amd clEmogTiig
viewpoints, and thes politicnl awareness proyides greal
mengives lor their podmical behipvio

Linlvernitis bave beoen ong of tha mom active pobitical
(wider-sapen in most couniries, especinlly in develogplng
coumiries. The eves-increasing nwnber of the studests n
stade ol abarmie Avad |iniveraitien, ther emergdnee m
an importanl relerent groep, their politcal aml social
prowth, and 1Se considerable [ngresae in the political
juitonllaf of ile unnvessilios In rocont yesss, has Bepa e
il dmpisitail felites of our soclely o D, The
quuticative and gquzlisative Incremse of dwe press and the
wvpilabilisy of the Imemal ol the undvemsibes  boavi
infleenced political asmrones of this group econtly

Mhin wiiidy bma two gonbe (1) exnmming the impact of
mibss medln, ICTs, and inserpersoinal relationshaps with
e nformcd inalividuels on the political awareness o
the underpradustes g Telwan Unsversitye (28 SunmEing
the coirelofion between ihe parthcipant’ st invwards
cach of the above mentiomad Informstion sowmcen wiik
their hovel of polltical swargnesy, More specifically, tis

teseuivh delves int the following questions

I Wiich sounces of political information (miss media

andl 0CTTs) hewe Dl @ slgoiCeam poslive effect on

the ewtenl of the aslends’ politlcal  swensiies
Beraeen e yenrs 20200487

Which sources ol F!-.-I.Iru..|| skl asatan {inass medi
and ICTel have & signiflcmt corelption with e
stuclgnts’ politeal pwarensss In Sermy of shelr exient

vl et townrds cach of 18se sources)

Review of the Related Literature
The infomendon diffusion theary has been o (orwnrd
) degd weith the information trans®r from informaiion
soigces g ks ellect o ihe suibience "||_'|_-||||'h'|,‘!I B
"\hhll.m. ARy TsAARE 1k i'-i:-1|.'||l..1||:- il o -caitie,
Uhe reception amd imberpretation of o mesoge ety the
receiver morease of refine he knowlodge 1oited
Heath, 1992, p 107} Al protent, we HCEjLI ihat sl
tlse information form moss media aod 10T

Avoording to MC Ouall {2003), mase media five 1w
baihe functiona; (() they play o significnm nse in e
production,.  reproduciion,  aad  disemdnetion  ef
informstion] (2] they play o mediailay mle betwesn
el dun anial

War =g | ifical read| lies afil

expariences o ihe audkence  and  slhape Lies

underitinbings of political evens (p By, The miwe ibe

feception of sews, teports, and political enalvess, (he
areater the [lltflluul gwarenoss and given this fegr, we
should boar somae pobsts i omend (e (1) gonls sl
InceEntves, (40 etenbive warenees of (ke e sl
miedla information; and {3) processing end annlvzing the
news mnel wlosmation, (Eveland and Moael, 2000, p, 27
and Deflowr & Rokeach, 19832 P 2402431

The political communization approach & relabien o
the lmpna of s media and 1CTs an the e
ayvsienesy ol the miilience seeds 1o be conaldered Lo
Aceording o kad Dedch, poliveal comevcat o
mvalve 1se reneler of mloemation e palitical
mesange on the pam of the pollieal comemmicatorn with

he pomposs af willeenceng ||h,|||-i".'-||‘.|_'.;l e ETIoER




atiifudes and behovkors of ibeir audience joiled in
Rasch, |88, 0 1710 The major political communicnion
inchade: {1y politcnl institutons (the governmest)) (2
partles aml growps; (1) politicians, profearional, aed
ety sctivinis, ned () mass media (Mo Nodr, 199, b, 4)
Falitical plavess, m thair alempl o direct amnd infuence
public apinion, are bighly dependent os mass medsn. In
a political communication process, the mass media play
a0 sgnificant rfe in manipulating the public opinkon,
andl indreasing e r.h:-||'|.'|:.:|l wwareness of s cibtlfens
comments,  and

throuek  mevws, analyses, politlcal

ailes. Mam medin are the major sources  of
nformation and pobbical sweeness on controversal

paditipal, wogial, whil econamee fsiaes ihoa pablic sphers

i “agendeesetting theory' toeds 16 be consideanad in
this paper, too. The basic msumplion of this theory is
the media play a sgnaifcani rele in highlipghting some of
the swocinl and politieal isues, snd eulcating them
thele susliences (Baran, onel Dovis, 2000 p, 023
Reseurch shows that there is & slgnificant relationslup
bebween motia reports and delr imporaice for the
audhences (Heath, 1992, po 302)

The ‘wlence spital theory' proposed by Mewman
(AT, cloed w0 Perry, 2002, p. 204) aswerts thod miss
media pley 8 dominam rode oo diceciing the public
dpanion and conveying the predominant thoughls o te
audiences, and the mimotity groups either accept these
thoughts or keep wilenl, conspuently, socio-polidcal
avairgtigns of the sudience b overwholmed by e
ihoughis
chanscteristic feaures. for mass medin to e following
effect; {1} the over-arching fentars of the medaa, i.6, the

miedin comnec ihe news ovests and wnabyvses evory Lime

preddum it She enumensies  some

aisd gl (29 comammny amd consonanea, {8, the media
prow lde @ cabernent pictine of an everl abowt which there
i & consensus of opinien (cled in Baran and Davis,
KN, . 301,

Nardwritaed] K., Volventon Rad M., Niaal V., Ghaffan W,

"

Ciiven the Eact that we live moan WKTs em, conzidering
the elfect of thewe tecknologizs on the polital
mwareneid of the mullonce soeme easeniial, In this e,
imformntsn m rasng theough the nbeic of he meiwork
society with @ lightening speed. With the udvem of the
ICTe. o new public splere has emerged i which
political
ofgnnications, ebo, hawe their vemupl presence in the

partizd  and  groups.  aos-govermmestal
netwark {MNorrin, 3000, p. 3} Esch of thess politgal
prowps and activisis propagaie their belfs dhoughis,
i wiclad nnd poliical ideals through 1CTs, and in this
way, incresse the politcal awareness of their audience,
Al present, there e mode than 1000 politxcal paries
online (Worvis, 2000, .0 b des, political partles, mewe
g, fowipepeds, magaenes aml omcios  onling
Acvording e w report, the Yaboo slie hosts G600
newspapers, 2500 mgacines, 5500 mdio sepons, and
53E leleveion stationd (Morris 2000, p 53 Smellites and
intormel have a grent imtrections] poteminl Thoy
Inatruet and inform Clikeess with reference W paied
civie comimun e, polithcsl events, citisen ooeawinite.
nrsd rxghts, mnd the governments’ responsbilicy towards
the pehlie, Moreover, the nteraciive 1CTs can infarm
edidens through onling mewings s sockEo-pol il
debates (Bnrber, 1908, p. 4823

Research Hypotheses

|, From among the information sources (mass media,
ICTs, and inierperionsl felationsdips) only the press
and |ieriel bayve o sigmillcand possive elfect on ke
extent of paltiesl knewisdps of the stlems between
the years 2000- 2

2 Fram wmsong mass media ped ICTs, there i oa
sigrificunt  positive  felationship  bebween  the

ludes’ exloml of s i6 1hd presi, insdimel, Boreign

radios, snd the poleical swarencss af e siedents

betveesn the vears 2000- 200k




e Bpace of M Medio, 1CTS an nterpervonal Relattowshipy o the ..

Mot

This research Is 0 survey research, The questionmaire
usetl consisied of three parta: the firt pan dealt with
background mformation {age, sex. fiekd of sudy, ey,
the second pat comised of questions oo the
independmi variables (mnss  medin, KTy and
Imerpersonal relationships and the third part consised
of questions on the dependents variables (le, 15
Guestions on the extent of the wwidemts  palitical
fvdrendn |,

participants  condldted of  ihe presend
underpraduntes (both daily and night couries) ai Talwan
University in the fiekls of enginmering. fine wrts, social
Hiernhare, and  haman
politlical swivmces The sample comibued of 426, We

The

AriEriies wwnees, lnw s

uked 0 atratilled cendom sampling procedure

Hesiitis

A, Deseriptive Datw

The press. domestic TV, and Interpersonal re Inficmstyipes
with the menn scores |61, 154, and, 70 were the mes
importent  information sources flr the  panickiants
rospectively between ihe wenrs 20002002, The rank
ordering b iwrma of inportance S the vears 2001-2004
shows the mean scores of 1435, 1A%, mmd 103
tespectively  represcmting  the  press,  intomet  and
st TV we the most important sources of
infirmition for tle stdonts, One imponan it b this
fiene imbarval (2005-3004) I comparison with (he
previous me imferval is thar intemel B been fifed
from the fourth rank 1o the second rank in teimm of
mporimce, amd TV has boen slumpsd Som (e seenml
ratk to the thind mak. Foreign rodioe weellie TV,
parlicipstion  m  mostings, nd domesic  radios
mupeciively lure out to be by the lowest prders i 1zrins
of impustince. Rewarch resuby abio show that Sotween
the vears 20002004, dormestic TV and radio have had &

dowwward slope in terns of Importance amongw the

n

univer sy Wudenis
The questionrnire results dermonstrated tha the pree

(* = 241) md Inemet dies (1= 2087 have the
greutest impact on the increase of the sudens” polincal
swareneia. Some of the most important facror for the
significance of the press nmamg, fw students include: e
consderable  guantitative o
publication, fading away of some of the paliticnl and

inergase of ihe
legil restriction on the press {mainly among e
reformist media), severe opposition Between the views
und discoursen of the relommists and autharitaies fn the
prons, the quuntitative and qualimiive meresse ol the
editorinls, comments, mnd socio-poliival  articles
Rescarch reinls abo demonstested that the refommis
press hmd the greatcst inflsence on moreasing the
politieal swareness of the students, nd the conservative
prews hae the bowest offect between the years 2000.

24
Some of the main ressons with reapect B thi

significnnce of the Intemet as an [mponani woerce of
peditical iclents
Iishudde 1) the availnbility of the (meene mreongst the

Infurmation  amongst  aniversily
stutlests fespecially al universities In Tekmay (2) the
nvailahility of the dnremet ar home for 66 19 of the
stuclents; (1) referonce wervers flike Gooya in Pervian),
%0 tha many of the newspnper and some imporiani
joarmiaha, edi, gnd asiellite TV am neoa| e §4)
reflecting o jot of news and pelitical snalyses oo [ran,
nd on socio-political groups with little censorship on
the net; (3) dhe novelty snd attraction of the inersel for
the seademics; (63 the sl oF iomimem ol throrgh
the net (T) aviilability and accessibibiny of wime 4aes
by opposie, eritical, political activists und wroups; med
(B) the availability of npews srchives and political
Feports

Ome wther rescarch fnding  thar infemet watk e
mean sore of 102, end te preas with the meun seore

OF 193, lvwve the greatest tust value umong the studems



besvween e veais 200020048 As a rduuli, we can clidin
tha the stedemys” el in the mernet and Toreien mdlos
[liseign mediad has boen grester than on fhe domestic

rilddeo ned TV

B Infereatial Daia Annlyses

To deal with the first hypothesis, we osed Somers'd

Sarralierad add KA, Mokycednn §ed W, Sdwrd 1, l'|i||||.rli'||.r.|' Al

wimintics, The resalis in Table | demomirate that T% =

nn informatlon source has o neghigatrle reverse cillect i

[=
.

the lewel of political awareness of e niversis
wiadems, Thiv dhows that the students poy IBtle atbention
i this information source, snd im efTect was mot Toomad

Iy e glgi it

Table | Ipact of TV dn Srudenss” Politics! lidormation
fcorp af sollfical Infacnation. |
Ny Bk [l e [ e AlEE Tkl
Fark credeang [ 11 1l FT] 5B it
- ""'_"'”" . LT J2 % Iniw 49 1% 01008
Sores 1.00 ] 1" T n (1]
1,07% 18.™% 16 % 16 % 00 0%,
. e s | - -1 L
< 14 L1} il iG (k]
= 1.0% il s | 0% 360% 000N
1ar T = 12 W | 17
e = 120 R 17 4% o e | fohue
Taial o ¥, = =t 1 431
10, ™% P 11, 1%, A ) BiZ0 B
Chi' = I, sl = 0027, o = <) (19
fabde 2 shows ihal donvestdc rdio, a8 & source af of information, The resulis furved oul %l gignifiemnt
inlormellinn ham w ralbeer Feyverme '|'-'|_."I|_J|I|I-\.' ellect o e whigh wimld be exiended o de whole sa njle
cvel of tee sudents pelitical swargness, This means Pl st
tlum viwiser ALy stisthents pay Istle altention o b souree
Talde 2 Impasi of Dommestic Badio on Sredernt” Palivga) indompison
b TR ] -||f||:l|l|r,..1|_||"Jr_|1:ﬂr|1_ - ]
ki ridalle gy TS ] Tol@
Hark nnderdrg a0 " = e "R o
bt S - 1% 22.4% 30, 5% HI00%
Binnes T y |y — .J|;|
e a N 20, 1% 1L B e [l
[ 1 5 1] 5]
4% 13.0% a1 T A% ab i
.13 1 2 1 I F
L = BA.O% LTl s |
I ekl a8 i T "";.|- -
WL % &4 1% g 1% 15
Ll &1 55 [ oy = .
lable 3 shivws o positive effect of de press on e miormaticn The resolts med ol 1o be shpniSeard amd

aludern” level aof podiiced pwnrenew, Thin means thae

they pay groal ifemtbosn o the prows an & source of

ool be pxvended in 1he syl e papalini o

L}




Fhie Bpact of Mass Media, 1CTy un Inferpersonal Kelationskips o thee ..

Tuble N gt of s on Stidenis” Podivioal lslomonton

Boore af polition] (Flarmaton
wrihn midclie el i Trotal
Hark croerrig [ii ] & ¥ 4] .3 ur
o iy Bariremy 0 4% T % 0% | 260% | 1000%
Srnme 150 i # T Fi) T
ef— | fop% | 7% ) 36T | 365w | 10a0%
300 ] at 1E | a 121
0.0% N, 38w FL L L
N 8 T L] L] i
i B 18y A% A5 4% 1I00%
Tolal s | W] I i1 | a2t
. T 32.5% A% | B [ e
Chi' = 22.64, sip = 0008, d=0.16

The resulis in Teble 4 whivw ihal Toeeign falios have a

wealki poaiitve ellect on the siudeiis’ level of paliical

Tabida & livgpadd ol Vereten Bade om Studems’ Pelitienl Inlammaian

algnilicnal

e of polllcy sfgiwalion
h md e | o filem I cial
[T ordwig 00 S | ] e | 203
of i BoaEn s 21 5% 31 T %1 B% aE 1% 140 0%
5-.:.'!rH. —-Il—n: E a--.: r_‘_ 1& -—— - _Ii.!.
PR 25.0% 20.2% J3.0%, 10000%
.00 a1 & F T T
i 4 1 A% 2n4% AL 2% 100
1.60 i 5 [ ] T
i sew | et | amaw | sasm | 100.0%
Tatsl i i ™ m 151 | 421
10, ad . 11 9% Jn | Bl Ol
Chit =401, sk =08, d=004

The resiuts in Table 5 show thal imbernet sites lave a
poskive offec on the stwdeds’ level of political

awareness, Chi-sgunre pesuilis alin thow hat ihis eflec

Lwaigh the Samer's d,

Tabsle & Frropmed oo Indsrrmet oo Sjucsosts’ Poldical Inlsmatos

it not signiticant, It should be mentiongd

L _Bunm of poflios! (e ke N |
ilh. el __goon 1] R

ML [ s Al 5] £} all Wi
al fy Bouroes’ I 0% PR L 11.0% W% 166 £
s = g T 5 e
_!:_:r-i'_ i 15 % J 14 1o 0%,

A i ¥ 2 A 13

A7 A% 20N L | 1

TR — 11 - = —rr Y

Vs 10 7% T 58% 10 P

Firai T Wl i T FET]
£ % PrR X1 TS |, 36 % (LT

Chi® =758, slg. =059, sig=00], =000

4

pwareness. The resulks alo showed the thia effiea s nol

thay ke

positive effecs of the nlornet siies has been significant




Tabbe & ahows that sajellite TV have n reverse ofTect

it fhe bovel of snmlenis’ level of political pwareness, Le,

the stwiddests pay letle omention o

Sardarabad! Kii,, Moksenlan Rad AL, Sinal V., Ghaffar! M,

this souree ol

information, Chi-iquare resmilts also dermonstmied thal

this effect ix staliatically xignificant

Table b Impesct of Salellhe 1% an Studesis” Palitho] [nbomation

Seam ol paliical nfomson |
ik mididle | i o | Tiokal
Tank croanng 00 " o TiF] 13 | a7
ol the Sourced g | zvaw | 209% | 389% | 100.0%
Soores .00 8 i 13 | 10 7
6. 2% 2185, A5 1% 2T, {:".I'Ei. B 0%
200 5 e 7 ) 38
19.4% 36.1% 18 4%, 2005 WG
300 o 1 @ 1 T
B.A% LA Y% 1000
Yotal ) 45 04 TIHET 421
10.7% | | 3% oY | 100.0%
Chi*=2%3], &g, =03, o =17

Table 7 shows that Imerporsenal felatimahips Bave o

stgnificam pnd wenk effect on the kevel of the stsdents'

political wwareness, Chi-eguure results show thae this

ok 16 it sRntistically slgnificam

Tuble T lpai of Inlesperssnal Relstions oa Sudoss’ Palitenl knfonmtion

S T T R E——
wiah | imidides [1l= ] Tkal

Tare ceouring 140 an | -T_m'ﬁr_ T
of It St cos §3.2% 20 4% AN Mas | 100w
Seoms ] ¥ 13 11 %5 ]
7% 24 7% 22.1% amaw | 100.0%
250 1 BT PE] 1) B
A.9% 25.0% 35 0% apaw | 100.0%
Y i il KL T 0
12.1% M | aI% | 10a0%
Tala a5 _H':'.:-I ] b | G Phs
10 ™ 77 3% 1 1% e | 1000%

Chi? = 529, alg =080, d=0002

Cliverl the Chi-wguare anabvses, our first hypothesis 15
wuppotipd Tor the pross {as 8 slgnificant amd posiiive
souree of idormationa), sad i & rejecied for the inlermel,
maone the less, of wo conssler Somers d staisblos; our
(sl Sypoedness can be supperied for the Internet, tog

To deal wah o second hypothesis, Table 8 thows

that there ie a reverie neglipible relationship lstoesi
ihe level of tnmi b TV omd e stidents’ level of
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