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Abstract

The physiological regulation of feed intake, growaind energy partitioning in animals is under thatwl of
multiple genes, which may be important candidatesifiraveling the genetic variation in economicadlievant
traits in farm animals. On the basis of sheep genorapping information the ovine ghrelin gene waasngred
as a possible genetic marker for growth traitshieep.Ghrelin, a peptide hormone produced by the stonrach

mammals, stimulates growth hormone release andiféekle. One-hundred and two purebred Baluchi sheep

progeny of 18 rams, were randomly selected fromeRagate research flocks of Baluchi sheep kept et th
Abbasabad Sheep Breeding Station. DNA samples veateacted from whole blood using Guanidin
Thiocyanate-silica gel method. The genotypes famek of ghrelin gene were determined by the PCRFSSC
method. The PCR products were denatured and seljéatnon-denaturing polyacrylamide gel electrophisr

to detect SSCPThe gels were stained using silver staining methodour study, ghrelin exon 1 was

monomorphic. The absence of diversity does not ynipat gene is not polymorphic. It only means ttiet
primers used do not delimitate a polymorphic region
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