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The congress theme “New Departures for a Learning World of Quality and Equality” is designed to provide opportunities for us to build on our strong traditions of school effectiveness and improvement as we consider innovative and imaginative practices to create new forms of quality and greater equity across schools, districts, and countries.

Building on the theme of educative partnerships in New Zealand 2008 and looking forward to the policy orientation in Malaysia in 2010, the Vancouver Congress will focus on and connect four key areas:

· Knowledge of School Effectiveness – We need the rigour of this tradition to answer the question: What do we know? 

· Knowledge and Practice of School Improvement – We need to move our knowledge into action to improve the learning lives of all our young people. How do we apply what we know? 

· Imagination – An emerging body of work is making a difference to learner engagement. How can we incorporate this thinking into our learning improvement work? 

· System Transformation – Jurisdictions around the world are making the shift from sorting to learning systems. Can we work together to build on our strong traditions and foster innovation? 

Participants are invited to present proposals discussing approaches to improving both quality and equity within the context of deep learning. We encourage proposals that examine how partners work together across roles to create stronger schools and systems.

Proposals are invited around these four strands:

1. Transformation, Innovation, Networks – How can we use innovation and imagination to create transformation in classrooms, schools, districts, systems and countries? How can we help each other in respectful ways across countries? What are the disciplined innovations with the most promise? How do networks foster innovation and transformation? We invite authors to submit papers or posters that explore the role of innovation, imagination and networks in deepening quality and developing much greater equity for the learners being served. 

2. Leadership and Learning – What are the emerging understandings about quality and equality of learning and what are the implications of these new models for leadership? How is the new knowledge base shifting teaching, professional learning and leadership practices? The goal in this strand is to make links between leadership and learning and we encourage authors to submit papers that focus on theoretical frameworks and implications for practice. 

3. Equity and Quality – How are countries, organizations and schools meeting the challenge of improving learning for ALL learners? Who are the underserved and what is being done to improve the quality of their learning? What new forms of quality are being considered? How are these being conveyed to the public? How are policy-makers addressing the equity and quality issues? What are schools doing to engage all learners? The focus on equity in this strand reflects one of the key principles of ICSEI and we invite proposals that approach improvement from this critical perspective. 

4. Communities Learning – If we are serious about creating new forms of quality and greater equity, we cannot do this in isolation – one classroom or one school at a time. We need to work in partnership – across schools, districts, and agencies. What do we know about effective community partnerships? How are we involving parents, families and community members in creating new forms of quality and equity? In this strand, we want to build on the knowledge of professional learning communities to explore the broader role of communities as important places of learning. 
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The emphases of the present education system in Iran on production of narrow predetermined ends, on efficiency as a primary value creation, and on objective predetermined by curriculum experts!, written guides, and teachers, all combine into a design which is totally unsatisfactory. In schools (in Iran), most learning is based in an institution, standardized textbooks, usually enrolled by age/sex/attainment, learning focused around teachers, usually through external inspection, funded by usually from central governments/or private. Theoretically, the institute based learning is an area of immense importance in human life. However, it is also highly controversial context. Some people are cautious and uncertain about schooling and its adverse impact on human life. Proponents of this view believe that the most important causes of this issue are related to the schooling. They “belief schools and other learning institutions are incapable of providing the best possible education for some or most individuals. De-schooling is a term used back to this, by both education philosophers and proponents of alternative education and or home schooling. It was popularized by Ivan Illich in his 1971 book De-schooling Society. Philosophically, it refers to the belief that schools and other learning institutions are incapable of providing the best possible education for some or most individuals. Some extend this concept beyond the individual and call for an end to schools in general. This is based on the belief that most people learn better by themselves, outside of an institutional environment, at a self-determined pace. This is the meaning of the term as used by Illich. Another common criticism is that institutionalized schooling is used as a tool for the engineering of an ignorant, conformist working class through constant schedules and prearranged time blocks and one-size-fits-all teaching methods”.  However, the main purpose of this paper is to present an alternative to the current model of schooling in Iran. A model I reject as oppressive to human being, both students and teachers. Therefore, I preferred re-schooling society approach and am going to favor a model which emphasizes values and processes that are consistent with a commitment to an explicit human-ethical concept. While any model of schooling must concern itself with certain elements, there are necessary to the very existence of schooling as a formal social institution. Thus a conception of schooling must project goals which are its social justification for existence. It must have some pattern of organization, it must have some notion of desired relationship, and it must have some idea of how to assess the status of its activities. These fundamental variables are analogous to individual human activity, which may also be said to be goal directed with concomitant feedback from environment.

