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Identification of Coniacian - Santonian boundary in
Abderaz Formation according to foraminifers
in Abderaz village stratigraphic section (East of Mashhad)

Abstract

Abderaz Formation is one of the most important Upper Cretaceous formations in Kopet-Dagh basin.
This Formation is mainly composed of gray to bluish — gray marl, marly limestone and limy marls
with 3 bands of chalky limestone. Its thickness in Abderaz stratigraphic section is 570 m. This
Formation is full of the various microtossils specially foraminifers and macrofossils such as bivalves
and echinoderms. Purpose of this investigation is paleontological studies and identification of
Coniacian - Santonian boundary and its locality in strathigraphic column of Abderaz Formation
according to foraminifers. The result of this study is recognition of index species of Coniacian -
Santonian boundary such as planktonic species Dicarinella assymetrica and bentic specieses
Stensioeina exsculpta exsculpta and Neoflabellina suturalis.
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