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Abstract

Effect of cottonseed meal treated with sodium bentonite on apparent digestibility and performance of laying
hensThe objective of this study was to evaluate the effect of cottonseed meal (CSM) treated with sodium
bentonite (SB) on laying hen performance. A 3x3 factorial arrangement in a CRD with 9 dietary treatments in 4
replicates consisting of 3 levels of SB (0, 1 and 2%) and 3 levels of CSM (0, 10 and 20%) were tested. Nine
mash diets were fed to 288 commercial Hy-Line W-36 hens from 51 weeks of age for 12 weeks. Hen-day egg
production and egg mass were decreased at level of 2% SB. The hens that fed 20% CSM had the most feed
consumption , the worst FCR , the least hen-day egg production and egg mass; also they lost their weight at the
end of the experiment. Survivability was not affected by SB or CSM. Apparent digestibility of OM was
decreased at level of 20% CSM. SB significantly decreased apparent digestibility of DM and OM.

Key words: laying hen, cottonseed meal, sodium bentonite, apparent digestibility, performanc
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