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Abstract

Determination of forage quality of available species is one of the fundamental factors for the
management of rangelands. In this research, nutrient values of seven species were to evaluate at three
phenological (vegetative growth, flowering and seed production) in Bojnourd rangelands. Forage
quality indices as crude protein (CP), acid detergent fiber (ADF), Crude fiber (CF), total energy (TE),
dry matter digestibility (DMD) and Metabolizable energy (ME) were measured respectively. The
results showed that amount of crude protein was the lowest in seeding stage but there was no
significant between vegetative growth and flowering stages. Also the results showed that dry matter
digestibility and Metabolizable energy in flowering stage were more amount than both other stages.
Therefore can say forage quality in flowering stage was more than of both vegetative growth and
seeding stages and the best time in term of grazing is the flowering stage.

Key words: forage quality, CP, TE, ME, DMD, ADF, CF, Haloxylon aphyllum, Sabzevar.



