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The Construction of Apadana of Persepolis and Susa: Which one
was built first?

Mohammad T. Imanpour

Following the mysterious death of Cambyses on his retun from his
campaign against Egypt and by an unconcealed coup détat against the Cyrus
line, Darius the Great came to the throne of Persia in October 522. Since he
was not the obvious heir to the throne, Darius had to quell rebellions that
arose thoughout the Empire. Darius claims that “this is what I did by the
favour of Ahuramazda in one and the same ycar after I became king.
Nineteen battles 1 fought; by the favour of Ahuramazda I smote them and
took prisoner nine kings”.! The provinces that according to Darius became
rebellious were “Parsa, Elam, Media, Assyria, Egypt, Parthia, Margiana,
Sattagydia and Scythia’. * In the first year of Darius’ reign, Parsa was a
rebellious region, and a man known as Vahyzdata, from the district of
Yautiya, claiming to be “Bardiya™ became king in Parsa, where he finally
was suppressed in May or July 521 BC."

In the second year of Darius’ reign, there was yet a third revolt in Susiana
under one Atamaita an Elamite. Gaubaruve (Gobryas, one of the seven
conspirators) was given command of the army and promptly crushed the
rebels.' It was perhaps following the suppression of those rebellions,
Vahyzdata in Parsa and later Atamaita in Elam that Darius fell secure
enough to order for the construction of two royal capitals one in Parsa in the
place he defeated Vahyzdata in the Marvdasht Plain and second one at Susa.
When Darius began to build his palaces at Persepolis and Susa is a question
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