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SUMMARY

The present paper introduces and edits the text of anonymous diaries reporting military
infiltrations of the Abdali Afghan tribes in the Khwaf and Qa’en regions of the southern
Khorasan, during the years 1134-1136/1721-1723. The diaries constitute an eyewitness
report giving a direct insight in the hard realities of these raids suffered by the local
people. The raids not only disrupted the routine life and economy, but also afflicted
the Safavid central authority by creating instability along the eastern frontier. The
diaries are a rare and unique historical source. They not only complete the information
of official sources, but also contain valuable information on local population
(including lists of names), administration, rural economy, geography and topography.

Keywords: Safavid decline; Afghan invasion; Abdali; Khorasan and Qa’enat;
regional history; historiography; diaries.

RESUME

L’article présente le texte édit¢é d’un journal anonyme rapportant les incursions
afghanes des tribus Abdali survenues au cours des années 1134-1136/1721-1723 dans
une région comprise entre Khwaf et Qa’en (Khorasan du sud). Le journal est un récit
d’un témoin oculaire donnant une vision directe des dures réalités de ces raids vécus
par la population. Non seulement ces attaques ont bouleversé la vie quotidienne et les
activités économiques, mais aussi elles ont affecté le pouvoir safavide en créant de
I’instabilité sur sa frontiére orientale. Le journal est un récit historique rare et, en soi,
unique : non seulement il compleéte les sources officielles disponibles, mais il contient
également des informations importantes d’ordre local : la population (y compris les
listes des noms), I’administration, I’économie rurale, la géographie et la topographie.

Mots clés : chute des Safavides; invasion afghane ; Abdalt ; Khorasan et Qa’enat ;
histoire locale ; historiographie ; journal.
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At the beginning of the eigtheenth century, due to the increasing
weakness of central government and the outbreak of social disorder, the
eastern lands of the Safavid Empire became the hotbed of a series of riots
and strife. This situation culminated in the revolt of Ghalzay Afghans that
finally resulted into the downfall of the Safavid dynasty in 1722.' The
Ghalzay revolt, led by Mir Vays and Mahmud, was of marked importance in
regard to its direct political consequences including the deposition of Safavid
rule in Iran, and at the same it paved the way for the rising of other tribal
groupings of the Afghans, that is, the Abdalt Afghans who lived as pastorals
around Herat. Concurrent with the Ghalzay domination around Qandahar, the
Abdali, unable to halt them, had to withdraw towards Herat and southern
Khorasan where, having not met with any resistance, they repeatedly plunder-
ed villages and towns for about two decades. The Abdali rebellion worsened
the deteriorating situation of Khorasan and faced the central administration
in Iran with a very critical, increasingly deepening crisis in its eastern
frontiers. Parallel to the Ghalzay gradual advance toward the Safavid capital,
the Abdali of Herat, having been defeated by Mahmiid Ghalzay, in order to
compensate their losses, began to sack the villages situated in the western
parts of the province, between the important urban centers such as Qa’en and
Mashhad. Thus, during the opening decades of the eighteenth century, the
Safavids were to face Afghan invasions simultaneously on two geographi-
cally distinct fronts: one covering the inner parts of Khorasan, where the
Abdalis were taking huge quantities of booty, and the other stretching from
Qandahar up to the outskirts of Isfahan which was the scene of constant
raids by the Ghalzays.

The accounts of the Afghan revolts and the fall of Isfahan (Esfahan), as
presented in the chronicles composed under Nader Shah Afshar (r. 1736-
1747), for the most part are focused on the course of Ghalzay revolt and its
aftermaths.” They are mostly silent about other events of this period,

An outline of the history of late Safavid period and the rise Nader Khan can be found in
Lockhart 1958, but also now in Avery 1991 ; Tucker 2006; Floor 1998; Foran 1992.

On lesser known or newly discovered chronicles and sources of the period, see the recent
Sefatgol 2006; also his edition of one of these chronicles, the Merat-e varedat written by
Mohammad Shafi® Tehrant Vared (Tehran 1383sh./2004); as well as the edition of other
interesting sources: El‘al-e bar-oftdadan-e Safaviyan. Mokafat-name, ed. Rasil Ja‘fariyan,
Tehran, Sazeman-e Tablighat-e Eslami, 1372sh./1993; Qotb al-Din Mohammad Neyrizi
Shirazi, Resale-ye siyasi dar tahlil-e el'al-e soghiit-e dowlat-e Safaviyye va rah-e hall-e
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including the details of the Abdali rebellion elsewhere in Khorasan.
Following the same accounts, modern scholarship, too, has almost totally
been concentrated on the spectacular fall of the Safavid capital at the hands
of the Ghalzay invaders and tended to neglect the events and trends
witnessed in other parts of Iran.

This article is going to present a short but extremely valuable first hand
account which has survived from the early decades of the eighteenth century.
The text deal with the events in southern Khorasan in much detail. This
document—in fact a private anonymous diary written in Persian by an
eyewitness to the events—is mainly focused on the raids of the Abdalt
Afghans into the outskirts of the Qa’enat region. The autograph and —as far
as we know today—unique copy of these diaries is now kept in the Astan-e
Qods-e Razavi’s central library in Mashhad under the general number
MS 4294 (=History books No. 319). Our short presentation of the anonymous
notebook is followed by the actual Persian text edited on the basis of the
abovementioned unique copy. The events recorded in the original
manuscript do not always follow the chronological order, but here we have
arranged them chronologically; for that reason, in our edited text, the
numbers of folios indicated are not in sequence. Also, some words
remaining illegible have been indicated in the edited text with three dots.

bazgasht-e an be qodrat, ed. Rasil Ja‘fariyan, Qom, Ketabkhane-ye Ayat Allah Mar‘ashi
Najafi, 1371sh./1992; Molla Mohammad Mo’ men Kermani, Sahifat al-ershad (Tarikh-e
Afshar-e Kerman — payan-e kar-e Safaviyye), ed. Mohammad Ebrahim Bastani Parizi,
Tehran, Nashr-e¢ ‘Elm, 1384sh./2005. Also: Mohammad Ebrahim Ibn Zeyn al-Abedin
Nasiri, Dastiir-e shahryaran, ed. Mohammad Nader Nasiri Mogaddam, Tehran, Bonyad-e
Mowqtifat-e Mahmiid Afshar, 1373sh./1994; Abi’l Hasan Qazvini, Fava'ed al-Safaviyye:
Tarikh-e salatin va omara-ye Safavi pas az soghut-e dowlat-e Safaviyye, ed. Maryam
Mirahmadi, Tehran, Mo’asese-ye Motale‘at va Tahqiqat-e Farhangi, 1367sh./1988;
Mirza Mohammad Khalil Mar‘ashi Safavi, Majma * al-tavarikh: dar tarikh-e enqeraz-e
Safaviyye va vaqgaye ‘ ba ‘d td sal-e 1207, ed. ‘Abbas Eqbal, Tehran, Sherkat-e Sahami-ye
Chap, 1328sh./1949.
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# Area of accidents

Fig. 1: Map of the region showing the area of the incidents described in our source.

PRESENTATION OF THE ANONYMOUS NOTEBOOK

The Asnad-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi document is in the form of a
notebook, measuring 18.5x10.3cm and containing 6 folios (12 pages).’
Together with a collection of other manuscripts, this notebook has been
endowed to the Astan-e Qods-e Razavi’s central library in Mashhad by the
Naini family in 1311H./1931. The frontispiece of the notebook bears a title
reading Yad-dashtha-ye raje’ be hamle-ye Afghan be sarhadd-e Iran az
sane-ye 1134 ‘ela 1137 or “Notes on the Afghan invasion of the frontier of
Iran from the year 1134 to the year 1137,” dates corresponding to the period
going from October 1721 to August 1725. The title might have been
inscribed by the anonymous author, most probably a resident of the Qa’enat
region in southern Khorasan, but also it might have been added by another

Mashhad, Ketabkhane-ye Markazi va Markaz-¢ Asnad-e Astan-e Qods-e Razavi, MS 4294
(=History books No. 319). Ebrahim Boliiki presented a premiminary account of this manu-
script in his article recently published in Ketab-e Mah-e Tarikh va Joghrafiya (see Boluki
1382sh./2003, pp. 4-5). Also, see Sefatgol 2006, p. 328-329, who introduces this source
with its secondary number (319).
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person, perhaps one of its later owners or authorities of the Astan-e Qods
central library. As far as the chronological scope of the events presented in
the document is concerned, a thorough reading of the notebook reveals that
the closing date inscribed on its title page is incorrect, because there are at
least three accounts in the notebook which report events that had taken place
at a later date than the one mentioned in the title. It appears that events are
not described according to an exact chronological order.

The notebook begins with the events of Monday 9 Sha‘ban 1134/22 May
1722, five months before the fall of Isfahan (on 12 Moharram 1135/24 October
1722), and ends with the events of Sunday 10 Rajab 1139/3 March 1727,
when Nader Khan and Shah Tahmasp II (r. 1722-1732), having defeated the
Abdali in Khorasan, were returning to Isfahan (see the text edition in the
Appendix, below).

The notebook’s chronology is disrupted and contains some lacunae; it
includes at least seven paragraphs each of which is dealing with events
happened on fairly different dates. These paragraphs are as follows: three
accounts of events occurred in the year 1134/1721-22; one account dated of
the year 1135/1722 just 11 days before the fall of Isfahan; five accounts
concerning the year 1136/1723-24; one account dealing with the events of
1138/1725-26; and a concluding account regarding the year 1139/1726-27.

The fullest account is about the events occurred at the night of Sunday 13
Ramazan 1134/27 June 1722.

Apart from these, two other notes are inscribed in the margins of closing
pages at the end of the notebook, which recount the events happened in the
royal camp in Mashhad and Qtichan.* Following these notes, there is a page
containing seven Arabic horoscopes and one fortune-telling table with no
date. Because of a different handwriting, it seems that this part was added
later to the main body of the manuscript by someone else than the author of
the historical part of the diary.

*  See Boliiki 1382sh./2003, pp. 5-6.
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Fig. 2: Yad-dashtha-ye raje‘ be hamle-ye Afghan be sarhadd-e Iran, f. 1b, Ms. 4294
(© Courtesy of Library of the Astan-¢ Qods-e Razavi, Mashhad).
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Fig. 3: Yad-dashtha-ye rdje’ be hamle-ye Afghan be sarhadd-e Iran, f. 2a, Ms. 4294

(© Courtesy of Library of the Astan-e Qods-e Razavi, Mashhad).
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The author of the manuscript remains anonymous in spite of our attempts
to identify him. But, as it seems from his notes, he must have received a
certain education, and resided in rural parts of the region located between the
towns of Qa’en and Khwaf. Besides, the level of detail contained in his
records about the region and its people indicates that he probably was one of
local officials of the Safavid administration. Finally, his writings strongly
suggest that he belonged to the milieu of local notables of southern Khora-
san. For example, he mentions the appointment of his kinsmen to guard local
castles; also, he indicates that he had some men in his own service, etc.’

The notes contained in the manuscript describe, sometimes in much
detail, the disturbing events, the destructions of farmland and homes, and the
resulting hardships of local population during the Afghan invasions. The
author, who was an eyewitness to the events, recorded in his notes details
such as numbers and identities of local victims, those killed and those made
prisoners by the invaders. In one particular case of a raid on Kabiidan on 13
Ramazan 1134/27 June 1722, the list includes women folk and children (see
the edited text below, p.21 = f. 2b of the manuscript). Also, on another
occasion, he assessed the number of Afghan warriors raiding the Khorasan
as 4,000 men, and the number of locally robbed sheep and cattle as 20,000
heads (see below, pp. 26-27 = ff. Sa-6a of the manuscript). Interestingly, the
contents of the notebook suggests the inefficient nature of the central
government in the region in the final stages of the Safavid rule. Not once
there is a mention of any particular Safavid official or of any governmental
action at all. Exceptionally, the author cites the name of Amir Esma‘il Khan
Khozayma (below, p. 27 = f. 6a of the manuscript), and the ancestor of the
‘Alam family, who was a chief officer in Nader Shah’s army and the lord of
Qohestan; he alone is reported to have been able to defeat the Afghan raiders
on one occasion in 1136/1723-24.°

5 See the edited text below, pp- 10, 12, 13, 17 (= manuscript, ff. 1b, 2b, 3b, 5b). For other
aspects of the contents of the manuscript, see Boltki 1382sh./2003, pp. 5-6.

He was governor of Qa’en and Farah during the reign of Shah Tahmasp II and in the
early period of Nader Shah. The latter appointed him as governor of Behbahan and
Kohgiluye, position which enabled him and his family to occupy the political scene as a
major influential family ca. for the next three centuries. Amir Esma‘il’s son was the
famous Amir ‘Alam Khan ‘Arab-e Khozayma who later became the vice-roy of the
Afsharid state of Khorasan (1161-1168/1748-1754). His descendents inherited his name
as a family surname; see Monsef 1354sh./1975.
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In the final assessment, regarding to the scarcity of sources for the social
history of Iran over the opening decades of the eigthteenth century, the anony-
mous notebook appears as a relatively important source of data helping to
deepen our understanding of the social history of southern Khorasan on the
eve of the dissolution of the central power and the rise of Nader Shah.

Javad ABBASI

Department of History,

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad,
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Iran
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APPENDICE

TEXT OF THE ANONYMOUS DIARY

FROM THE LIBRARY OF THE ASTAN-E QODS-E RAZAVI, MS 4294

NITY JAINTF a5 o) as e dn Gladl e 4 aal ) (ola llal
o pstre s odivn 5 ¢ b )
aoal Jald) o DAL (Gl ladl ) s d VI TY adn glaadi 4 4l g2 oyl ag) o Jf
[1a] () 438 ) LaS 4y 4S ol o glaa

PAELPIPTS

e [GA] QA Gl 3l asd TP e Gladied ag anbs gt
ypd e o) Kb a1 1 oladl s 4nli 5 50 4aS Jgl i 7 Gl i
D) od ) il g el a0 | a3 Gy 3 Ll pa e (s g B3 g s2 gl i
4 (i) egfj\,ésﬁ}-mﬁjﬁjgy\ O Olsas g asala) ) K b s
il J\JMMA\J\JJJu\yJAjm%JQJw%JLMJyuU\Pm
ol ) Caalgd da ya 3 S0 L 50 s 4SRN slay | a5 ladl a1 S dilea sy
S 5230 B 0 5 F Ol 48 )05 ysade Ja A (e 3 8 S p B g dag
G;.J:tﬁ):tu\J.'\J}god).;\)%__1\)QU\}&;ASJ&ZLJAJ}A}M):\}@}.&Y\UA\J}Jj
5 o Alan 15 253 g0 o3y Caaleei Ay 23l 03 0 (Ll °‘Jw‘\5)§-,0)§-"5{°33—°-"
5 OShae soae S (e s oMl adge ) el el S8 5 gV Gl o

Ay A d aa s oLl ailas Gl s 1 Gl 8 jlay
Mo aly il 5 oM Jieas g sl J5 IV ahe Gled el VF R
O Cele So 5 S gl B(LL) e eadiy s e 4S ol 8 ) 8 15
‘53%)595.3&19\}ﬁ&h}tﬁ&@\;bb&ﬁ)ﬂ}@b\)&)}ﬁk

Esfadan is a village located in the Zohan region of the Qa’enat province (see Farhang-e
Abadiha, vol. 65, p. 9). In the fifteenth century, Hafez Abrli quotes it in his Joghrafiya as
“Esﬁdan”(u J;\L»‘) and considers it “a part of Zirkth region” (Hafez Abrt 1370sh.,
p- 29).

Afin village, also located in the Zohan region (Farhang-e Abadiha, vol. 65, p. 12).
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Dorhaj is refferred to by Hafez Abri as a village with fourty five farms in the Sharkhan
region of Qohestan (Hafez Abri, p. 30). In recent sources it is called Dorkhash(cia )2)
and belongs to the district of Darmiyan (Farhang-e Abadiha, vol. 65, p. 74).

Hafez Abra calls it Sharghand (x:¢_L%) and idicates it consisted of four farms (Hafez
Abri, p. 31). Also: Shirkhand (25 :5), according to Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 110.
Kabtidan is a farm located in the Sharkhan region of Qohestan (Hafez Abri, pp. 30-31;
Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 129).
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2 Sardab is a village in Sharkhanat [Sharkhan], see Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 97.
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'3 Hafez Abrii (1370sh., p. 30) quotes this locality as Shakhan ((AL%). There is a village by
this name in the Sharkhanat district of Darmiyan (see Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 104).
This village consists of fourty farms in the Fasharud region of Qohestan (Hafez Abrd,
1370sh., p. 31). There is a mountain with the same name to the north-east of the village.
Nowadays the whole district bears the same name of Alghiir (see Farhang-e Abadiha,65,
pp. 12, 68, 69).

5 Khanak, also spelled Khanik (£4ls) and Khunik (£s) is located in Qohestdn
according to Hafez Abra (1370sh., p. 28); today it is reported as a village in the Alghtr
district (Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, pp. 68-69).

' For this place, see Farhang-e Abadihd, 66, pp. 366, 369.
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7" Listed in Hafez Abra 1370sh., p. 40.
Village situated in the Mo’menabad region, see Hafez Abra 1370sh., p. 31.
!9 Located in the Zirkiih district (cf. Farhang-e Abadiha, 66, p. 2)

Hafez Abrt (p. 29) indentifies it as the regional centre of Zirkiih. Nowadays, there exists
a village in the Zirkoh district of the Qa’enat province by this name, cf. Farhang-e
Abadiha, 65, p. 9.

2l Place located in Shakhanat (Darmiyan), cf. Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 183.
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2 Village in Zirkaih (cf. Farhang-e Abadiha, 66, p; 14), also called Chah Rakht (Ibid.,
p. 536).

2 Locality situated in Sharkhanat (Darmiyan), cf. Farhang-e Abadiha, 65, p. 15.
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2% On this historical figure, see footnote 6 above.

% According to Hafez Abru (1370sh., p. 31), Darmiyan is a village in the Mo’menabad

region of Qohestan. Presently, it is a district consisting of numerous villages (Farhang-e
Abadiha, 65, p. 15, 16,71,97, 104...)
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