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Abstract 

Khorasan thyme (Thymus transcaspicus Klokov ) belongs to Lamiaceae  is an endemic medicinal plant in North Khorasan, Iran. Ethnobotanical criteria of this plant was studied through field work, interviewing locals and questionnaire distribution in order to find its potential utilization in traditional knowledge. In the area of its distribution, three villages were randomly selected and in each village, 25 inhabitants varying in age and gender were interviewed. Furthermore, 30 local herbal shopkeepers were also visited and interviewed. For the analysis of collected data, incidences of Fidelity Level (FL), Relative Popularity Level (RPL) and Rank Order Priority (ROP) were calculated. Our investigation showed that the most common local names of this plant in the area were Rafigh-e-Anokh and Anokhe Karan. Leaves and twigs containing flowers were the main parts used for digestive disorders and the flu either separately or mixed with other herbs. Preparation was mainly achieved by infusing in hot water for few minutes. Late spring and early summer collection from the wild was a normal practice by the local people. Women were also more effective than men in the utilization, collection and protection of this plant. This was also true for elder people. In herbal shops, the main usages of this plant were as a remedy for illnesses, as spice and condiment and in cases its aromatic water was used for various purposes. In general, it seems that ethnobotanical studies of this species can help in better understanding of its level of usefulness, proper utilization and conservation.
