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Zuraidah Abdullah
Institute of Principalship University Malaya
Professional Learning Communities in School: A Study of Malaysian Secondary Schools

Paper

ABSTRACT:
This paper reports initial findings of a bigger study which aims to examine how far do Malaysian secondary
schools resemble Professional Learning Communities, with regards to five dimensions of learning communities
as proposed by Huffman and Hipp (2003): supportive and shared leadership, shared values and vision, col-
lective learning and application of learning, supportive conditions and shared personal practices. The results
showed that the school can be classified as “high-readiness” in all the five dimension. It is apparent that there
was an emergent integration of the five dimensions which is a clear indicator that the schools were further
developing as professional learning communities. The study also indicated that leadership in the schools was
seen 1o he participatory, accepting input into decision making as well as promoting and nurturing leadership
among teachers,

Janinka Greenwood

Liniversity of Canterbury

Reaching for success: building a sustainable learning community at Tiki High
Paper

ABSTRACT:

This paper is a report of project in which an experienced researcher has worked with a school community to
develop a participatory action research process that will build the school as a sustainable learning community
and so improve outcomes for all students,

The purpose of the paper is to report on the project ,in particular sharing insights from the participants, and to
open up a platform for further discussion on the role of teachers as collaborative learners,

Tahereh Javidi K.). = ————————.
Ferdowsi Liniversity of Mashhad

The Functions of Elementary School Teachers of Mashhadi City in Developing
Paper

ABSTRACT:

This study identifyies the teachers’ functions in developing creativity among the students of the elementary
schoale in a district of Mashhad. The data indicate explicitly that the teachers pay little attention to develop-
ing students’ creativity or they neglect this completely. The teachers presented an incomplete definition from
creativity and some were not familiar with this concept. They also have little knowledge about the methods
and principles of developing students’ creativity. Most of the teachers considered availability of facilities and
scientific expeditions as the most significant factors in developing creativity. The research shows that although
our country's centralized system of education has restricted the selection opportunities and freedom of ac-
tion, however, if the principals and teachers become acquainted to the concept of creativity and development
methods through in-service, there are also many opportunities which may be used optimally for developing
the students’ creativity,
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