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Abstract

Eight dual-flow, continuous culture ferrnenters were used in 3 periods to study the effect of

pH and different sources of non-forage fiber in a high concentrate diet on rumen microbial

ferrnentation. Temperature (39°C), solid (5%/h), and liquid (IO%/h) dilution rates maintained

constant. Treatrnents were the type of diet (CON=IO% straw and 90% concentrate; total

concentrate diets include beet pulp (BP), Soyhull (SH) and full fat cottonseed (CS» and pH

(5.5 and 6.2). The low pH reduced protein degradation and decreased NH3-N. Bacterial N
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