[image: image1.jpg]investigate teachers' perceptions and beliefs about
the practicality of SBL. The data for this study were
collected through questionnaires from a total of
186 teachers at 27 different language schools in
Iran. The overall findings of the survey showed
that the majority of respondents have a high level
of understanding about SBI concepts, regardless
of teaching levels, but that there exist some doubts
on implementing SBI with regard to its classroom
practice. Meanwhile, as the results of this study
reveal, the Iranian EFL teachers maintain that
training workshops on SBI can affect the quality
of their teaching as well as the awareness
techniques required for their students.
Additionally, some useful implications are
proposed based on research findings in order to
help teachers and teacher trainers to construct and
implement SBI more effectively.
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Title of Presentation: EFL Learning Strategy
Based on Marked Features: A Case for Phonology

Abstract:

Learning a foreign language based on the
markedness theory- a clear statement of the
departure from the norm in all linguistic entities
with featuring values- is dealt with here with
special emphasis on the phonological marked
features in English language as presumed true on
the basis of a comparison between the
phonological systems of English and Persian.
Following Dresher and Rice (201 0) we build upon
varying degrees of complexity in the internal
structure of segments and the equality of
complexity with the difficulty of learning to
propose the learning strategy being employed by
Iranian learners to be effectively seen in two
phases. The early phase shows the unaccustomed
recognition of the English marked features and the

somewhat unconscious unmarking them: the
working of the interference theory, and the later
phase, the upper levels of proficiency continues
with the proper realization and actual usage of the
marked features.
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Title: Generative Learning Revisited: The Impact
of Metacognitive Awareness on EFL Learners'
Reading Comprehension Ability

Abstract:

Drawing on Wittrock's Generative learning
theory'(e.g., 1974, 1985, 1990, 1991, 1992), the
present study investigated the impact of
metacognitive awareness on EFL learners'reading
comprehension. Three intact classes of both males
and females (N= 75) from among sophomore EFL
undergraduates at Tehran Tarbiat Moallem
University, Iran, participated in the study. The
classes were randomly assigned to two
experimental groups (namely, summarization and
question-generation), and a control group. The
participants were given the reading
comprehension section of the TOEFL as the pre-
test to ensure homogeneity with respect to reading
comprehension ability. At the outset of the
treatment (lasting for three weeks), the
experimental groups were taught how to prepare a
summary out of a reading passage or how to
generate questions out of the text, while the
control group received no particular
metacognitive training. One week after the
treatment was over, the participants were post-
tested by taking the reading comprehension
section of the TOEFL. The results indicated that
the two experimental groups' mean score was a
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