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In this paper by using data collected from 180 wheat farms from Khorasan Razavi Province during 2008 and by applying a
logarithmic model, the farmers’ willingness to pay for substituting safe weed management approaches for weed management
was estimated. The factors that affected this willingness were also studied. The results indicated that average farmers’
willingness to pay for using safe methods for weed management was 311333 Rial ha'. The variables including farmer total
annual income, cultivation area of irrigated wheat, dummy variable of perennial weeds and the awareness index of the side
effect of herbicide use had positive effects on farmers’ willingness to use inorganic methods. On the contrary, the cultivation
area of dryland farming had significant negative effects on farmers’ willingness to pay for safe methods. Regard to results,
programming to producing of herbicides with high control efficiency and minimum of negative effects on bio components

(safety herbicides), try to introducing of suitable and effectiveness extension package to increasing of farmers awareness
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index to negative effects of herbicides and targeting of farmers to using safety management methods suggested.

m | Keywords: Conditional valuation, Farmers’ willingness, Alternative strategies, Weed control.
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5- Hypothetical Market Approach
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