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Various approaches to qualitative research: foundations, method, and focus

Qualitative Disciplinary Typical data- Types of research

research traditions gathering methods | qualitative

approach

Ethnography Anthropology Participant Cultural questions:
observation; what are the values of
unstructured this group? What is
interviews; accepted behavior?
analysis of cultural | What is not
artifacts acceptable?

Phenomenology | Philosophy Personal Meaning questions:
experience what is the meaning of
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narratives;
video/Audio taped
discussions; in
depth interviews

a person's experience?
How do group
members cope with
various phenomena?

Case studies

Psychology;
public
administration

Observation;
personal
interviews;
organization
studies

Explanatory question:
what is distinct about
this group?

Hermeneutics

Biblical studies;
literary analysis

Content analysis;
narrative and
discourse analysis

Interpretation question
what meaning does this
text hold?

Grounded theory | Sociology; personal Process question what
social interviews; diaries, | theory is embedded in
psychology Participant the relationships

observation between variables? Is
there a theory of
change?

Action science Social Discourse analysis; | Critique questions:
psychology; intervention how can we
education studies emancipate group

members? What
behaviors inhibit
change?
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