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1 A religious ceremony which is held for women 

 

 



Abstract  
Religion is one of backbone factors which affects social changes and processes. Among 
important religious ceremonies one can refer to Hey'at and Roze which enjoy a long 
history in Iranian culture. One of these religious ceremonies examples in Mashhad is 
"Roze". The case which is studied in the present research is a Roze ceremony which has 
been held for women for about 70 years and it is still held. Investigating its origin and 
modifications in its norms is a great help in recognizing cultural changes in the religious 
domain. The present paper has studied a female Roze in Mashhad since 1930s till now with 
a focus on ethnography method. The researcher has studied these changes using interview 
technique and participatory observation which have been carried out for two years. The 
research findings comprise of a set of intra group factors which bring about serious 
changes in the religious ceremonies rituals, dressing styles, make up and hospitality.  
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