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Abstract

One of the important and new aspects of sustainable
development of tourism is ecotourism which is based
on the sustainable development theory. But mass tourism
perspective is formed by undesirable environmental
effects and now it is beyond ecotourism. Since
Ecotourism has such a deep connection with the
protection of environment, nature cannot be called
ecotourism by ignoring the characteristics of sustainable
development. Thus, determining the precise scope of the
spatial location-specific potential of ecotourism is one of
the most critical steps in the planning and management of
ecotourism which is possible by considering the
ecological indexes. This is especially necessary in
geographical territories and urban hinterland of
metropolitan cities like Tehran in which the supply and
demand for ecotourism is too much. So, the aim of this
study is the use of the analysis of TOPSIS multi-criteria
decision (MCDM) in a GIS environment for zoning and
prioritization of ecotourism potential in Tehran province.
To achieve the goal, the methodology of this study is
Cross-sectional based on document-library studies and
hybrid multi-criteria analysis of spatial data. The results
obtained in the studied area show five key zones in
relation to ecotourism potential and the zones with higher
scores are corresponded to the protected areas.

Keywords: ecotourism, ecotourism capability/ potential
evaluation, MCDM models, TOPSIS technique, Tehran
province
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