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I nfluence of Post-Hatch Starvation on Perfor mance of Broiler Chickens
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Abstract

The experiment was conducted to investigate the effects of starter feeding time on performance of newly
hatched chicks. Two hundred and twenty five 6h old Ross 3.8 meal chicks, assigned to a completely
randomized design with 3 treatment (three feeding schedules fasting for 6, 12 and 18 hours post-hatch), with
5 replicates per group and 15 chicks per replicate. After fasting, all birds were fed a mash starter feedstuff
ad-libitum until 42 days of age. The performance indicator such as mean weight at 11 and 24 d, daily growth
in the starter and grower period and Feed conversion ratio (FCR) in the starter period were significantly
increased as delayed in start to feeding after hatch. In conclusion, this study revealed that the feasible bird
starter feeding should be immediately post-hatch, and the maximum fasting period could not exceed 24h
post-hatch.

Key words: broiler chicks, post hatch starvation, performance
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