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Study on the effects of city growth boundaries Act on
the physical-spatial structures of cities in the future
(casestudy: Mashhad metropolis)

Abstract

The growing population,a continuation of dispersed and urban sprawl in cit-
ies caused that determination of urban growth boundaries or policies of the
city containment considered as a solution in order to inhibit the growth of
cities and urban growth management.These policies do’nt always have the
same content and they can have different effects on the city and its surround-
ings.In this study,using the descriptive-analytic method and with the purpose
of determining the effects of these policies and related acts on physical-spatial
form of Iran metropolises,Mashhad metropolis had been studies as a case.The
results indicate that”Defining limits of the city,villages and towns,and deter-
mining them”Act is the most important Act for determining the urban growth
boundaries which considering some of its weaknesses,it caused that some
settlements around urban area become detached urban areas and lead to scat-
tered and leapfroged urban developments.Moreover,due to lack of appropri-
ate policies in distances between these regions and the metropolis area and the
construction boom in these distances,the spaces between the city and the new
areas will be filled. Therefore, the result will be horizontal extension and urban
sprawl.Also,due to differences in rural context and socio-economic status of
the residents there will be many inequalities in urban space which will be
affect spatial structure of Mashhad metropolis and will cause confusion and
ambiguity in spatial structure of the city.In other words,urban containment
policies in Iran do not work properly to prevent the urban sprawl and some
of their weaknesses have caused continuous urban growth and formation of
marginalization in urban areas.

Keywords: city containment, city limits, leapfrog development
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