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On not calling people by their names: A Common way of calling people
in Sistani Dialect

Raihaneh Nooraeei Nia, Mohammad Reza Pahlavan Nejad

Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Literature & Humanity Sciences, Ferdowsi University of
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Abstract. This paper discusses name-avoidance by Sistani dialect speakers which is a special way of calling
each other-not calling each other by their names. This paper is also aimed to discuss some of the socio-
pragmatic impact it creates and identify some of the contexts in, and the purposes for, which trigger name-
avoidance. In this dialect using some one’s personal name is not part of a positive politeness strategy and
regards as disrespect or impoliteness. To call people by their personal name in this culture is not only
disrespectful but also a sign that they have no honor to merit the respect that goes with calling their names.

Keywords: name-avoidance, Sistani dialect, calling people, socio-pragmatic, politeness strategy.
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