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Bioexcavation in the Chehelkaman Formation oyster shells
in the Sheikh section

Abstract

Oyster assemblage of Chehelkaman Formation in the Sheikh section, west of central Kopet Dagh
basin from the perspective of different features such as predatory behavior and creation numerous
macroboring and galleries have been studied. So, amongst the different shells, naticid predator
gastropods were deliberated as the producers of Oichnus Bromley, 1981 ichnogenus and activities of
serpulid and phoronid worms as encruster organisms led to production of Maeandropolydora Voigt,
1965 and Talpina Von Hagenow, 1840 ichnogenera. Study of the macroborings illustrates five
different patterns which are defined as A to E types here. In addition, settling style of predator on
prey, boring distribution, site selection and mechanism of boring formation are discussed here.
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