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Lilliput Effect on gastropods fauna during Late Paleocene-
Early Eocene extinction boundary

Abstract

In this study Lilliput Effect for first time during Late Paleocene- Early Eocene extinction event in the
Kopet Dagh basin at the northeast of Iran was studied. Evidence of this subject clearly visible in the
marine gastropods fauna. In this fauna diverse variations of size and great reduce in size during
Paleocene-Eocene extinction event is evident. Accordingly quantitative analysis in this case reveals
that the size of gastropods conspicuously declined during the crisis event. Lilliput effect on the
gastropods of this sequence can be determined by the extinction of large forms and occurrence of
smaller sizes. Reduce the size of these fauna following of the biotic crisis that is formed during the
Paleocene and Eocene boundary that may be shaped by several factors such as global warming,
anoxic events, increase of sediment entrance from the land and etc.
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