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Abstract: By developing theory of mind
ability, children are able to represent human
beliefs and therefore, understand and predict
their behavior. Language plays an important
role in developing children's theory of mind
and their performance in false belief tasks.
There are two main approaches explaining
younger children’s failure in false belief tasks.
First, it is believed that 3 year-olds lack the
conceptual ability to represent false beliefs
(Conceptual Deficiency Theory). Second, it is
assumed that undeveloped language capacities
mask 3 year-olds' theory of mind abilities
(Performance Limitation Theory). In the
present study, the assumptions of these two
approaches have been investigated.
Participants (111 three and four year-olds)
were tested in two verbal and pictorial false
belief tasks (“standard” and "Look First") and
a conversational awareness task. The findings

* yazdi.amin@gmail.com

79

SO ol ol S 5O
o ‘5»-»50)5 olKiils

ol g2 &ilg

VIV ‘5»-»50)5 olisls

FE TR
5 Sy i g0 g bagladl ol aleiil 4 el
Js5 53 oy S o8 Gl B, i
3 el RS )3 (55 5 Shee 5 g 23 (65595
A wie oo ol Olidsy w8 o Wl pege iES
DA gk Bl o Vgeme Jlo ez 5 o505
oS sy YS90 50 Njet e eSS
7y odee 3,Su5) 93 (oM gk IS o Jlus >
Sy 5o omie Jp poe sl 5l (S a5 Wl
Al 4l Al cwss s 1) oed (5)95
L Sby slaced b sgaome wb; (5,53 5 (oo
L oog,S 90 ;0 Sog8 WY (0 Sles Cudgaze ay,kai)
g5 ol B g Jlo ¥ gl d g Jlo ¥ slapuSiles
oS5 5" i) SIS s sy 5 NS il
3 05e31 9590 slojslone (AT S50 50 iy (sl
31 0g)S 50 o oSl a4 ol plis by i3
loyslons Blod 1 a8 35 5k IS5 o lSosS
o Sloe b aolio o o Jgl oK"Y w9y 00 Jtnrs

VAVNA allie ol ool il
WANVY - callie 53

A



Psychological Research, 2011
Vol. 14, No. 1

showed that both 3 and 4 year-olds performed
significantly better on the facilitated false
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belief tasks (Look First) than standard false
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correlation between children's performance on
false belief and conversational awareness
tasks. Results are in favor of the Performance
Limitation Theory. The 3 year-olds' failure in
false belief tasks seems to be the result of their
undeveloped language ability, not due to their
conceptual inability to represent false beliefs. It
is necessary to take children's language ability
into account in any assessment and explanation

of theory of mind.
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1- mentalising 2- Theory of Mind (ToM)
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1- conceptual change 2- representations

3- Apperly 4- Rabinson

5- conceptual deficiency 6- domain-specific

7- pretend play 8- computational processing resources
9- Pellicano 10- Kloo

11- Aichhorn 12- Schmidhuber
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1- conversational awareness 2- conversational ability
3- Donaldson 4- Snow

5- Pan 6- Imbens-Bailey

7- Herman 8- relevance

9- Grice 10- rational

11- cooperation 12- conversational maxims
13- law of quantity 14- law of quality
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1- manner 2- conversational implicature
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