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2 Titus Burckhardt

3 Islamic Souqe in Sharjah, UAE- 1978

+ Al-Basra Sheraton, Al-Basra, Iraq-1981
5The Pritzker Architecture Prize

¢ New Baris Village
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Abstract: The duality of preservation and continuance of Tradition or accepting the whole concept
of modernity is a problem that architects have answered differently in their projects. The views of
contemporary thinkers of the Islamic world concerning the relation of these two concepts, and
tendency of the architects towards them affected their answers deeply. To put it another way, there
are three general approaches and discourses identifiable in the field of theory (thought) and
practice (architecture): 1) traditionalism (returning to traditions) 2) modernism (following the
modernity) and 3) synthesis of tradition and modernity. The last approach includes a wide range of
architects-each one being at one point of this dual spectrum. After surveying the effects of these
discourses on leading Islamic architects' thoughts and styles, this paper will present a historical
interpretation of major design approaches based on dual and multifaceted concepts of tradition
and modernity. This Interpretation has been based on comparative correspondence and
comparison of theoretical basics and works of contemporary architects or thinkers such as Sayyid
Jamal ad-Din Asadabadi, Allama Igbal, Morteza Motahari, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Mohammad
Arkuon and Mohamed Abed Al-Jabri. Although each one of these architects had been affected by
one of these three approaches, and in fact, their tendencies were toward the two sides of the
spectrum of tradition and modernity, the findings show that, most of them have indicated a
tendency toward intermediate synthesis discourse, especially since the second half of the twentieth
century. Moreover, it seems that in the last two decades, besides the continuation of this discourse,
the tendency toward modernity has increased. Generally, the outlook of architecture in Islamic
world will be affected by the duel between the modern restoring ideas and the extent of the

influence of these thoughts on the rulers and elites of society.

Keywords: Architecture, Islamic world, Modernity, Religion restoration, Tradition



