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(3426) Hearken to the words of the Sage (Hakim) who lived in seclusion'’,
“Lay thy head in the same place where thou hast drunk the wine.”

Listen to the poet Sanai,
who lived secluded: "Don't wander out on the road
in your ecstasy. Sleep in the tavern.”
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" Archaic

" Literally, "the sage of Purdah." The poet Sana'i is meant.
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(1498) Know that both (these) movements are created by God, but it is
impossible to compare the latter with the former.

(1499) You are sorry for having caused it (his hand) to shake: how is the man
afflicted with (a morbid) tremor not sorry?

Both tremblings come from God, but you
feel guilty for the one, and what about the
other?
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(1512) And if we weep, we are a cloud laden with the bounty dispensed by
Him; and if we laugh, at that time we are His lightning;

We weep God's rain.
We laugh God's lightning.
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(3340) The rushing and tossing of the straws in the water is produced by the
water when it is agitated.

The movement of the straws comes from an agitation in the water.
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(1483) A rational being perceives either the letter (the outer sign) or the (inner)
purpose (the spirit): how should he comprehend two accidents at once?
(1484) If he goes (turns his mind) to the spirit, he becomes unheedful of the
letter: no eye sees forward and backward at the same moment.

(1485) At the time when you look in front, how at the same time can you look
behind you? Recognise this.

(1486) Inasmuch as the soul does not comprehend (both) the letter and the
spirit, how should the soul be the creator of them both?

(1487) O son, (only) God comprehends both: the (one) action does not hinder
Him from the other action.

We look back and analyze the events
of our lives, but there is another way
of seeing, a backward-and-forward-at-once
vision, that is not rationally understandable.

Only God can understand it.
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(1) Listen to the reed how it tells a tale, complaining of separations

Listen to the story told by the reed,
of being separated.
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(10) "Tis the fire of Love that is in the reed, ’tis the fervour of Love that is in
the wine.

Hear the love fire tangled
in the reed notes, as bewilderment
melts into wine.
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(1494) Whoever brings reverence gets reverence (in return): whoever brings
sugar eats almond-cake.

Whoever acts with respect will get respect.
Whoever brings sweetness will be served almond cake.
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(17) Whoever is not a fish becomes sated with His water; whoever is without
daily bread finds the day long.

Every thirst gets satisfied except
that of these fish, the mystics,

who swim a vast ocean of grace
still somehow longing for it!

No one lives in that without
being nourished every day.
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(1488) Satan said Because Thou hast seduced me: the vile Devil concealed his
own act.

Satan made the excuse, You caused me to fall,
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(15) In our woe the days (of life) have become untimely: our days travel hand
in hand with burning griefs.

(16) If our days are gone, let them go!—’tis no matter. Do Thou remain, for
none is holy as Thou art!

A sugarcane flute has such effect
because it was able to make sugar

in the reedbed. The sound it makes
Days full of wanting, is for everyone.
let them go by without worrying

that they do. Stay where you are
inside such a pure, hollow note.
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(1514) Who are we? In this tangled (complex) world what (thing other than
He) indeed hath He (who is single) like alif? Nothing, nothing.
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Who are we then

in this complicated world-tangle, that is really just the
single, straight

line down at the beginning of ALLAH?

Nothing. We are emptiness.
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(13) The reed tells of the Way full of blood and recounts stories of the passion
of Majnun.

A disastrous surrender
and a fine love, together.
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(3434) What is the child's sexual intercourse? An idle play, compared with
the sexual intercourse of a Rustam and a brave champion of Islam.

They wrestle
and rub together, but it's not sex!
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(3430) All mankind are children except him that is intoxicated with God; none
is grownup except him that is freed from sensual desire.

All people on the planet are children, except for a very few.
No one is grown up except those free of desire.
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(3446) The sciences of the mystics'™ bear them (aloft); the sciences of

sensual men'" are burdens to them.

The knowing of mystic lovers is different.

' Literally, "the men of heart."

' Literally, "the men of body."
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(3448) God hath said, “(Like an ass) laden with his books”: burdensome is the
knowledge that is not from Himself.

(3449) The knowledge that is not immediately from Himself does not endure,
(it is) like the tirewoman's paint.

The empirical, sensory, sciences

are like a donkey loaded with books,
or like the makeup woman's makeup.
It washes off.
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(3453) How wilt thou be freed from selfish desires without the cup of Hu
(Him), O thou who hast become content with no more of Hu than the name
of HuU?

(3454) From attribute and name what comes to birth? Phantasy; and that
phantasy shows the way to union with Him.

Don't be satisfied with the name of HU,
with just words about it.
Experience that breathing.
From books and words come fantasy,
and sometimes, from fantasy comes union.
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(3336) Even so our God had made this (Sarsar) wind like a (raging) dragon
against ‘Ad.

(3337) Again, He had also made that wind (to be) peace and regardfulness
and safety for the true believers.

Wind destroys, and wind protects.
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