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A Comparative Readability Study of Translated Versions of Literary Works Aiming
at Their Readers: a Case Study of “Le Petit Prince”
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Introduction. Readability is one of the most important facets of education. While it helps in
providing suitable texts for readers, it also could be used for better information retrieval or in
comparative studies. This paper aims at analyzing the readability of the “Le Petit Prince” and its
different translations in order to perform a comparative study.

Methodology. In this paper, the French text of the book along with its seven different
translations (i.e. English, German, [talian, Spanish, and Persian [3 different translations}) have
been analyzed. Five sample excerpts (each had 100 words) were selected randomly from the
French text and the same parts have been chosen from the translated versions. As for counting the
syllables, words and sentences, the Readability-Score software was used in all the texts except for
Persian translations. Then the Flesch Readability Score was calculated by the researchers.
Findings. The results of this study show that although the readers of the original French text and
also its German translation are 7" graders, English and Persian translations are a bit simpler than
the original text. The ltalian and Spanish versions are rather hard and suitable for university
students. This finding however raises this question that whether the original Flesch formula is
suitable for measuring the readability in these two languages. The paper also suggests another
study regarding revising the Flesch Formula for these two languages.
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