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Evaluation of nutritional properties forage (Phragmatis australis) during growth stages

Abstract

This experiment was conducted to determine the variations in morphology, chemical composition and ruminal
degradability of different parts of common reed forage (CRF) during the growth stage. The leaf to stem ratio
of CRF decreased with advancing the growth period. Means of CP and EE content were decreased (from 16.7
and 2.13 to 9.5 and 0.57% respectively) with advancing the growth stage, which the most content of CP and
EE were found in the leaf (15.3 and 2.1%), whole plant (13.1 and 1%) and stem (9.9 and 0.63%) respectively.
Mean of DM and fiber components increased with advancing the growth stage and the most content of them
were observed in the samples harvested in last two weeks. Ruminal degradability of DM and fiber components
of different parts of CRF decreased with advancing the growth stage. The most ruminal degradability of DM
and fiber components were detected for the whole plant and leaf respectively. Based on the present results, the
suitable time of harvesting CRF for use in feeding ruminants is recommended from mid-May to mid-June.

Key words: Common reed forage, Morphology, Ruminants and Ruminal degradability



