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Early weaning effects on production performance of Baluchi ewe and lamb
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Abstract

This experiment was conducted to determine the early weaning effects on the productive performance of
Baluchi ewes and lambs. Thirty monoparous Baluchi ewes in their second lambing with an average body
weight of 47+ 0.5 (kg) and their lambs (15 males and 15 females with an average birth weight of 4.5 + 0.05
kg) were allocated to experimental groups randomly. The respective lambs and ewes were weaned at ages of
4, 8 and 12 weeks, abruptly. Average daily weight gain, body weight changes and dry matter intake at age of
12 weeks in lambs were measured. Body weight changes of ewes and their dry matter intake at weaning time
were determined. Data were analyzed with GLM procedure of SAS software in completely randomized
design. Based on the results, weaning lambs at age of 4 weeks led to a significant (P<0.05) improvement in
average daily weight gain, body weight, dry matter intake at the end of week 12, such improvements were
observed for the ewe's dry matter intake and body weight at the weaning point.

Keywords: Average daily gain, Balochi sheep, Dry matter intake, Early weaning, Production performance.
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