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The Retrospect on an Integrative Instructional Approach for University Students’
Reasoning Skills improvement

Dr. Mingchang Wu, Dr. Chen-ju Ko, Wayne Tan & Ho Yuhuan,

National Yunlin University and Science and Technology, Taiwan
The improvement of university students’ reasoning skills increasingly attracts abroad attention
due to the knowledge explosion and information chaos in recent years. This study, taking an
empirical approach, was conducted to identify the effects of the innovative curriculum, integrated
into professional courses, on the enhancement of students’ reasoning skills achievement. This
study also addressed the auxiliary purpose to in-depth scrutinize the potential factors constructing
these complicated and abstract reasoning skills. Systematic analyses on the instructors’
portfolios, which chronicled instructors’ teaching and their inner reflection, were employed in
this qualitative research to observe the longitudinal processes of students’ reasoning skills
development. The significant progress was found in students’ reasoning skills and instructors’
teaching enthusiasm within the 18-week innovative intervention. Some suggestions on the
teaching activities, performance assessments, and university education were subsequently
provided for the sustainable improvement of these skills.

The Relationship between Word Features and Lexical Decision Performance in Visual
Word Recognition
Dr. Zahra Fotovatnia, Saeed Mostafavi-Ghahfarokhi & Dr. Jeffery A Jones,
Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada, Department of English, Islamic Azad University, Najafabad
Branch, Iran & Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada

Models of bilingual word recognition have primarily been developed, using the outcomes of
experiments with L1 or L2 speakers of English performing a lexical decision task. Lexical
decision tasks ask participants to decide whether a character string presented on a screen is a
word or nonword. Often related or unrelated words (primes) are briefly presented before
participants see the target string. Apart from this relatedness feature, other features of the prime
should be matched across the two conditions. Otherwise, the results cannot be attributed to the
“relatedness” feature alone. The present study was designed to investigate the relationship
between word features and how each feature influenced the reaction time (RT) and accuracy of
responses of 32 Persian-English speakers. Two questionnaires gathered responses on the
participants’ familiarity, concreteness and imageability of 144 English and 288 Persian words on
a 5-point Likert scale. In addition to these semantic features, other word features such as number
of phonemes, number of letters, frequency per million, and neighborhood density of the words
were determined using online databases in English and the MAHAK corpus in Persian. The
Pearson correlation coefficient showed that RT was related to the number of letters, frequency,
and neighborhood density of both English targets and Persian primes and familiarity with the
English targets. Accuracy, on the other hand, was related to frequency, familiarity, and
neighborhood density of English targets. Overall, the findings emphasize the importance of
features of prime and target in a lexical decision task.
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How to Improve English Language Problems in Rural Area in Thailand
Dr. Chaveewan Charoensap,
Phitsanulok University, Thailand

This study was aimed at investigating problems of English speaking for communication in order
to find out ways to solve problems of English teaching in Thailand. It was carried out by using
the qualitative and quantitative research methods. The populations of this study were 62 working
women in Phichit province, who had been studying English language in the university in
Thailand. The instruments employed in this study were rating-scale questionnaire, participatory
observation, and interview. The study results revealed that their major problems were 1) a lack of
confidence which was resulted from their inadequate knowledge of English language, insufficient
amount of vocabulary, and a lack of English communicative skills in real world communication;
2) a lack of ability to express critical thinking and giving a logical reason. In addition, it was
found that the responds’ serious and persistent practices under feedback given and supervised
individually made them feel confident and improve their speaking performance.

Linguistic Functional Analysis of Andersen’s The Tallow Candle
Fatimah Al-Asadi,
University of Wyoming, USA

This study is a functional analysis of Andersen’s The Tallow Candle. The functional approach
used consisted of three phases: genre, register, and language. The genre analysis referred to the
schematic structure of the tale in question, in relation to the framework of Halliday’s Systematic
Functional Linguistic framework. The register analysis showed that the ‘Finite’ form of the
clauses is in the past tense. Finally, the language analysis revealed that the lexical density in The
Tallow Candle was moderate. The study is of great importance for English instructors, and for
English learners as well, because it tackles the structure of the style of one of the prominent
figures in literature.

Fostering Elementary School English Teachers’ Professional Identity Through Artifacts of
Practice
Dr. Chin-Wen Chien,
National Tsing Hua University, Taiwan
Tangible artifacts or tools, such as student work, videos of lessons, lesson plans and teachers’
reflections can be used to bring ideas from classroom practice into professional dialogue,
professional development and professional learning (Borko, Jacobs, Eiteljorg, & Pittman, 2008;
Nikula, Goldsmith, Blasi, & Seago, 2006). Documents, interviews, and observation notes were
used to analyze nineteen Taiwanese elementary school English teachers’ professional identity
construction during professional dialogue through artifacts and tools. The conceptual framework
was adopted from Wetzler’s (2010) Teacher Learning and Performance and Wertsch’s (1998)
three conceptual terms of artifacts. The study concluded three findings. First, the affordance of
artifacts and tools led English teachers to exercise their reflective practice during the workshops
and professional dialogue. Second, the power and authority of the artifacts and tools referenced
by participants also helped them to construct their professional identities. Third, school culture,
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shared norms in the teacher professional learning community, curriculum development,
administrative support, and faculty turnover affected their professional identity construction.

Analysis of Lexical Transfer

Dr. Marina Dodigovic,
American University of Armenia, Armenia
Second language learners transfer the assumptions about vocabulary from their native language
to the second language. This transfer often goes unaddressed, as it is not obvious or transparent to
monolingual second language tutors. A catalogue of transfer instances would alert all tutors who
are expected to assess language as an aspect of student’s work to this cross-linguistic issue. It
would also help students recognize and address the false assumptions about the behaviour of
target language words. This study examines three types of lexical transfer based on the
underlying lexical units, which can be a single polysemous word, a collocation (i.e. a
combination of two content words) and a multiword unit (MWU), which according to Biber
(2013) and Schmitt (2000) consist of a group of words with a meaning that is not necessarily
related to any of the individual words represented. Since the use of collocations and MWU often
distinguishes native speakers of a language from its non-native speakers, it is vital that language
transfer in these areas is identified and appropriately addressed through second language
education.

Authorship Verification in Arabic Using Function Words: A Case of Imam Ali's Peak of

Eloquence
Dr. Khalid Shakir Hussein,
Thi-Qar University, Iraq
This paper addresses the viability of two multivariate methods (Principal Components Analysis
and Cluster Analysis) in verifying the disputed authorship of a famous Arabic religious book
called (Nahjul-Balagha/ Peak of Eloquence). Therefore, it represents a serious challenge to the
viability of the multivariate techniques in resolving certain types of historical and sectarian
conflicts and controversies. Furthermore, verifying the authorship of this book could be a good
opportunity to find out whether there are certain quantitative techniques of attribution that hold
for different languages such as English and Arabic. Function words have been targeted in this
paper as possible indicators of the author's identity. Accordingly, a set of Arabic function words
would be tested using WordSmith Tools (version 5). It turned out that the multivariate techniques
are most likely robust for addressing the type of issues raised about Nahjul-Balagha. Besides, it
appeared that the statistical patterns of function word usages are quite sensitive to genre in
Arabic.

The Potentialities of Corpus Linguistics in EFL Teaching and Learning
Dr. May Ali Abdul Ameer,
University of Al-Qadissyia, Iraq
Over the past 25 years Corpus linguistics as a methodology of linguistic research has attracted an
essential attention by both linguists and FL instructors. Direct and indirect applications of Corpus
linguistics is now being used in nearly all areas of linguistics. This paper tries to explore the
potential uses of corpus methods within a pedagogical context related to language teaching and
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learning. First, essential issues will be discussed concerning the direct and indirect use of digital
data in language pedagogy, including syllabus design, material development and data-driven
learning (DDL). Then the researcher will show some examples of (DDL) drills that were used
while teaching EFL students some grammatical contructions and the positive affect this technique
might have on language acquisition, via a case study on Iraqi university EFL learners. The results
of the test show that (DDL) as a direct application of corpus methods can be of a great effect on
enhancing learners autonomy towards language learning, also it can play a key role in developing
learners’ inductive skills.

Alexander Pope: The Unconscious before Freud
Dr. Michaela Mudure,
Babes-Bolyai University, Romania
In Canto 4 of the famous epic “The Rape of the Lock™ by Alexander Pope, Belinda falls into a
profound swoon. It is a wonderful opportunity to explore the Cave of Spleen, which is an
exploration of the unconscious before the appearance of the Freudian theory. Alexander Pope, a
great explorer of feminine subjectivity, foreshadows some of the basic tenets of modern

psychology.

A Comparative Investigation into Monolingual and Bilingual Resolution of Syntactically
Ambiguous Sentences
Andrew Mark Jan Milewski,
Institute of Applied Technology, United Arab Emirates
Research into syntactic ambiguity resolution provides insight into how languages are acquired,
stored, retrieved and processed (Harley, 2014). The present study developed existing
experimental techniques by modifying off-line questionnaires to include additional ambiguity
forms. Whilst past studies were limited to comparisons of same-script languages, the present one
compared syntactic ambiguity perception rates across different script languages. Recent findings
have indicated high attachment (HA) preferences for monolingual speakers of both English and
Arabic (Dussias, 2003). This applies for sentences of the form noun phrase 1 — noun phrase 2 —
prepositional phrase. It was predicted that monolingual English speakers and Arabic-English
bilinguals would demonstrate L1 parsing strategies as found in prior studies. The findings
evidenced the following; L1 parsing strategies, a preference for high attachment for all
participants and an experience based model of language processing. In addition, a bilingual
advantage was identified when perceiving and resolving ambiguities; bilinguals were more
accurate and adept at identifying and resolving ambiguities than their monolingual counterparts.
The paper acknowledges other factors, in addition to L1 parsing strategies, which influenced
ambiguity resolution. These include bilinguals’ prior L2 exposure and their age of L2 acquisition.

Improving Iraqi Graduate Students’ English Academic Writing through Massive Open
Online Courses
Dr. Ahmed Kadhum Fahad,
Thi-Qar University, Iraq
This presentation examines the dynamics of second language academic writing for Iraqi students
using English in their studies. It considers the platform of transnational and translanguage
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learning/teaching, as represented in the Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCsS). Iraqi graduate
students often lack curricular opportunities to develop second language writing competencies in
their areas of academic interest. Iraqi students lack opportunities to employ their English
language skills in their graduate programs. The presenter emphasizes the importance of effective
and meaningful exposure to content-focused English academic text through MOOCs. Iraqi
graduate students’ confidence in their academic writing may be affected by their exposure to the
academic language used in MOOC:s. Using Bandura and Vygotsky’s sociocultural theories as the
basis of learning through a social process, this study illustrates how MOOCs can help
international students navigate through language challenges/barriers and gain confidence in their
content knowledge and writing skills. This helps students succeed in their writing which they
mostly needed to write their theses and to publish papers. Studies have shown that international
students develop positive identity and experience higher self-efficacy when communicating with
experts and English speaking professors and students through online modes. Drawing on
sociocultural and self-efficacy theories, this study investigates the dynamics of such academic
discourse and how it can positively shape non-native English-speaking students’ identities and
enhance their self-efficacy and improve their academic writing.

Linguistic and Ontological Patterns in the Language of Diplomacy

Bisserka Veleva & Dr. Valentin Petroussenko,

Sofia University & Plovdiv University, Bulgaria
Since the very beginning of the interstate relations, back in history, the language of diplomacy
has been an important vehicle of communication. It is based on strict rules of diplomatic protocol
and possess generally conservative structure. However, the patterns of diplomatic communication
aim to establish bridges among cultures and religions, therefore is of great importance the
balanced presentation of cultural and spiritual traditions. Thus, our paper focuses on the different
aspects how the cultural and historic traditions influence over the modern diplomatic language.
The analysis is based on scrutiny research of State Archives of Bulgaria, and more specifically
the documents on Bulgarian-German diplomatic correspondence were studied, as example of
long standing historical alliance. Features of contrastive linguistic analysis are implied, altogether
with a section dedicated to the spiritual content of the diplomatic language - its cultural and
religious meaning which should be taken into account when communicating our partners through
the table of table of diplomatic negotiations.

The Role of Non-Verbal Communication in Dramatic Texts: A Study of Selected Plays of
Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter, and Tom Stoppard

Dr. Muayyad Omran Chiad,

University of Kerbala, Iraq
Messages in the dramatic texts can be conveyed verbally through speech and writing, but they
cannot be conceived fully without taking an account of their possible non-verbal communication.
This study sheds light on non-verbal language forms by which characters express their thoughts,
ideas, and emotions in the conversational events in three plays: Samuel Beckett's "Waiting for
Godot”, Harold Pinter's "The Caretaker" and Tom Stoppard's "Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are
Dead". It focuses on the nonverbal forms, in particular setting, physical appearance, symbolism
and sound as modes of communication in the interpretation of these dramatic texts. The study

5
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confirms the idea these non-verbal forms are important for the understanding of the text,
characters' behavior and the interaction between them.

Measurement of Information Density in Educational Material Production
Kristian Dokic & Vesna Vulic,
Polytechnic of Pozega, Croatia

Different kinds of media are used in foreign language learning methodology. One of the newest
increasingly used media is a video clip. Main information in foreign language learning is
transferred from the speaker to the listener by the sound wave but it is important to take care of
the visual part of video clip because it should not demand too many cognitive resources.
Scientists have to take this into consideration due to the constant growth of visual activity in
video clips nowadays. Several authors have pointed out that direct consequence of the high
information density in visual media causes viewer’s information overload which results in the fall
of his cognitive skills. Lang introduced and empirically proved LC4MP model that defines a
moment of information overload. However, the problem with this model is that only trained
observers can analyze video clips. In this paper, the new automatic method for information
density measuring has been presented. It is based on the computer vision algorithm used for
background subtraction. Many background subtraction algorithms are available in various papers
but in our method, Multilayer BGS algorithm has been used. Our method has been tested on two
groups of 10 short video clips from two YouTube foreign language learning channels. The
difference between the two video clip groups is easily discernible by anyone and it is also
statistically significant. This significant difference is proved by the data obtained from the
proposed method. Our method can be used for information density measuring under the condition
that some researches related to defining limits of acceptable visual activity are conducted first.

Contributions of Shaikh Mas’ud Al Oyowwiy to the Development of Arabic Poetry: An
Analytical Study of Alh. Alesinloye’s Dirge
Dr. Adeniji Dauda Rasaki,
Federal College of Education Abeokuta, Nigeria
Arabic dirge poetry is an age long theme of several attentions from all nooks and crannies of
academia. This research therefore introduces the life and works of an oppressed Arabic poet
Shaikh Mas’ud Adebayo Al Oyowwiy. Perhaps enormous, articles, theses and projects might
have been written on the scholar but no significant research has been on his poetry at large talk-
less on his dirge ode. This research is to bring to the limelight such effort and contributions. The
methods adopted in this paper are historical, descriptive and narrative. Efforts shall be make to
give a short bio-data account of the poet, presenting his original Arabic and English translation
and as well accompanied by an analytical study. The paper therefore suggests that, names, title
and date should be inscribed on the manuscript to minimize plagiarism and loss of materials.
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Majnun Layla: A South African Interpretation
Dr. Roger Michael Field,
University of the Western Cape, South Africa
The long short story “Waiting for Leila” (1981), in an early collection by the South African
writer and poet Achmat Dangor (1948-) is the focus of my paper. Dangor experiments with
Nizami’s classical story of the two lovers by placing it in Cape Town, South Africa, in the 1960s
and 1970s. The backdrop to his re-interpretation is the destruction of District Six, a multiracial
community on the edge of Cape Town’s central business district, and an affront to the policies of
strict racial segregation that the then apartheid government imposed. Dangor also weaves in plot
lines and characters from Homer’s Odyssey and the persona of the Greek Alexandrian poet
Constantine Cavafy. The result is a complex story, which demands the reader’s attention as it
moves between fantasy and reality, madness and sanity, the past and the present.

Availability of English Professional Literature

Ivana Mikic, Antonija Marinclin, Marija Blazicevic & Marija Blazicevic,
Polytechnic of Pozega, Croatia
Humans live in the world full of information and everything is available throughout the Internet
and English language had spread itself in all aspects of life. For example, there is still low
percentage of Croatians who considered to speak and understand English language well, which is
a problem. In academic community, there are more and more different project which are oriented
to international cooperation and exchange which resulting in need to know English language
well, both teachers and students. For realization of projects and increasing mobility there is a
need to encourage learning English language and purchasing larger quantities of professional
literature in English. In this paper, the researchers explore availability issues of professional
literature in English, cost of its purchase and book borrowing at few higher educational
institution libraries in Croatia, focused on biotechnical and social sciences. Collected data will be
statistically processed and will show which scientific field uses the foreign literature more and
why.

Teaching of French as a Professional Language in Iraqi Universities: The Reality and
Difficulties
Dr. Hasan Sarhan Jasim & Dr. Enas Salim Ibrahim,
Picardie University Jules Verne & Al-Mustansiriya University, France & Iraq
The teaching of French as a professional language (FLP) results many methodical problems: the
problem of terminology and the definition. Using multi-terms to illustrate the special field of
linguistic teaching whereas the researchers use different expressions in their study to this applied
field among them: the specified language, special multi-uses of language, the technical language,
language with special words, language with technical - scientific words, etc. if we put the
problems of terminology aside, another problem appears. The definition that is given to the
special use of language is not unified. In fact, it is not easy to unify a specific definition to this
expression (FLP). However, a professional language is a set of the technical terms which offers a
specific linguistic knowledge to certain audience who have professional and linguistic needs
related to the specific field of language. It is worth noting that, teaching of French as a
professional language in Iraqi universities is restricted to one academic institution which is the
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College of Tourism Sciences in Mustansiriyah University. Some difficulties can be solved in
order to improve the teaching of French as a professional language. They are mentioned briefly:
lecturer training, lack of professional French textbooks, the large number of learners, the
difference in levels, the layout of the room, movement in class, the daytime, authority
management of class and control, sense of Humor, the formal speech (Vous), the status and role
of the lecturer, and the attitude of the lecturer. In this study, the researchers mention some
recommendations and further suggestions for these difficulties and study their influence on
teaching French as a professional language, analyzing the causes and proposing many processes.
The conclusion of this study gives the methodological way for lecturers, who teach French as a
professional language, to choose the best technique for teaching.

Analysis of Correlation of Success in Passing Mathematics and English State Graduation
Exams
Bojan Radisic, Marijana Spoljaric & Maja Resner,
Polytechnic of PoZega, Croatia
In Croatian education system, after finishing a four-year secondary school, it is obligatory for all
prospective students to pass a state graduation exam called 'State Matura Exam', with obligatory
subjects Mathematics, English and Croatian, in order to be able to enrol a university, politechnic
or college. Polytechnic in Pozega and Virovitica College enroll only those students who had
successfully passed the state graduation exam. During their further education at the
aforementioned institutions, students have obligatory courses and take exams in courses related
to Mathematics and English. The aim of this paper is to establish whether there is a correlation
between pass rates for the Mathematics and English courses and to compare success in the
examinations for the relevant courses with the success on the state graduation exam.

Lugman: The Black African Sage and Qurr’anic Personage, but not a Prophet
Dr. Amuni Olayika Kudus,
Lagos State University, Nigeria
This paper interrogates the difference of opinion on the Prophethood of Lugman. The intersection
of race and piety in the reports and the otherness in the social milieu of Lugman’s era. The paper
highlights the place of Lugman in Arabic literary heritage and the case for a deserved Prophet
hood.

On the Study of Middle Persian-Old Georgian Linguistic Isoglosses
Dr. Helen Giunashvili & Dr. Ramaz Gorgadze,
G. Tsereteli Institute of Oriental Studies, Georgia
Iranian-Georgian cultural-linguistic contacts have the most ancient tradition. All over centuries
Kartvelian (“South Caucasian™) tribes (including Georgians, Svans, Megrelians and Lazs) have
had close aerial links with Iranian-speaking peoples—Medians,Persians, Parthians, Scythians,
Alans, Ossetians and probably with some others. Due to these contacts, a large number of
Iranian loanwords came into the Georgian language. They belonged to various spheres of
vocabulary and were borrowed at different periods and from different dialects. In this respect,
Middle Persian loans of the Sasanian period (3rd-7th cent.) present a special interest. Many Old
Georgian literary sources (V-XII cc.) reveal a large number of Middle Persian lexis. The paper

8
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deals with the Georgian term dast’akar-i “surgeon” attested in the 12th century “The Knight in
the Panther’s Skin” by Shota Rustaveli. Georgian and foreign scholars (N. Marr, 1. Abuladze, M.
Andronikashvili, F. Delshad) considered this term as stemming from New Persian dastkar
“artificer, skilled worker, artisan”. The Georgian word dast’akar-i can be recognized as Middle
Persian dastkar(kar) “worker with the hands”. But the meaning here is peculiar, it corresponds to
the Greek yeipovpyog originally “hand-worker”, but then specialized to medical use “sergeon”.

Digital Storytelling Using Blaan Folktales in English
Jodan F. Manua,
Bukidnon State University, Philippines
The study aims to digitize indigenous stories or folktales of the Blaan Tribe of the
SOCSKSARGEN Region published in the Flalok Big Books, and validate the digitized stories by
the evaluation of panel of experts. This study utilizes the film production process consisting of
preproduction, production, and post production in digitization of the Blaan folktales and follows
the Learning Resource Management and Development System (LRMDS) framework provided by
the Department of Education (DepEd) for necessary evaluation process of digital stories and
further validation as learning resource material. Digital storytelling has emerged as a meaningful
instructional approach in humanities learning through creating a culture-based education,
contextualized curriculum, and technologically innovative environment in 21st century learning.

An Experimental Study on the Junior High School English Teaching Improvement
Wayne Tan, Dr. Shi-Chang Tseng & Dr. Den-chuan Tsai,
National Yunlin University of Science and Technology, Taiwan
The researcher took a great opportunity of an English teaching experimental program in junior
high schools- " Survey, Question, Read, Review, Review, and Recite as well as Student's Team
Achievement Division (SQ4R & STAD)” which was undertaken through six-month processes of
a newly designed English Improvement Teaching Project by a group of junior high school
teachers under the supervision of university faculty members in Taiwan. This action research,
employing qualitative approaches of grounded-theory implementation, emphasized on the
following research purposes: 1. to identify the effective approaches implementing the SQ4R and
STAD strategies to English teaching in junior high schools; 2. to insight understand the realistic
needs of English teachers in junior high schools while undertaking pioneering pedagogical
experiments; 3. to explore the effects of this innovative English teaching improvement project,
SQ4R and STAD, on high school students’ learning achievement; and 4. to reflect the
collaboration approaches between university faculty experts and high school teachers for on-the-
spot teaching for junior high students. This action study obtained the following conclusions: 1.
The SQ4R and STAD model seems effective for English teaching for junior high school students
as long as the teaching leaders clarifies the teaching guides and action plans of six steps in
English teaching activities; 2. This pioneering teaching model provides English teachers
consistently observe and understand young students’ learning achievement and difficulties; the
on-the-spot teachers can adjust their teaching contents and strategies to reach the best
effectiveness with immediate feedbacks. 3. Students’ effective learning highly relies on sufficient
reading materials and textbooks in this innovative model; these supplementary reading materials,
collaborating with computer-aided instruction, assist young students to understand and transfer
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into their comprehension; 4. This innovative teaching approach makes junior high students’
learning effective due to advanced communication devices, tablet PCs, which provide both
teachers and students with sufficient and speedy supportive teaching materials.

Past and “Discontinuity in Religion” in Octavia Butler’s Parables: A Feminist Theological
Perspective
Dr. Elham Mohammadi Achachelooeli,
University of Malaya, Malaysia

This article explores Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower (2007) and Parable of the Talents
(2007) by applying Daphne Hampson’s post-Biblical perspective. Focusing on the activities of a
black heroine who appears as a reformer or saviour and revives her dead society, the novels
reflect a post-Biblical aspect of renovation by discarding past as a paralysing obsession. It is done
through assuming and practicing a kind of discontinuity in their religious belief, substituting it
with a new doctrine of thought. The introduction of this new belief or religion that is called
Earthseed, confronts the dominant Christianity as a religion with roots in past, violating the entire
religious and related sexual, racial, and classist dimensions of the life based on belief in
Christianity. It establishes a new way of life in which obsession with past memories and
struggling to revive past norms and values is shown as futile and the value of life as a dynamic,
ongoing reality is highlighted. The aim of this article is to investigate the different aspects of the
confrontation and the new social order resulted from it.

Teaching and Learning through Social Networks
Hom Raj Khadka & Sharmila Paudel,
Educational Training Center Banke, Nepal

Great motivational and learners oriented resources are used for interactive and wide discussion so
that learners will get ample opportunities to develop their capacity and comprehensive power for
comprehending ideas and information. Moreover, diverse cultural ideas and cross-cultural
communication through global participation is the best opportunities and practice for developing
sharing culture which is the best way for learning and teaching in this 21st century. The present
study aims to introduce practical classroom activities that will help teenage students to develop
all their linguistic skills through social networking apps and websites such as Facebook, Twitter,
Instagram, Edmodo, youtube, Blog and webquest.

Migration, Multicultural Europe and Literary Traffic between Unlikely Language-Pairs
Dr. Diviani Chaudhuri,
Indian Institute of Management, India
This paper shows how Lakhous’s representation of Europe recalls elements of Commedia
all’Ttaliana as well as the character sketches of Naguib Mahfouz, and delves into the nature of
memory, language and ethnonational identity in what Judith Butler calls “living conditions of
unwilled adjacency.”
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The Analysis of Linguistic Potentiality of Idioms
Dr. Zakirova Fazila Latif gizi,
Azerbaijan University, Azerbaijan

Idioms are relatively easy for nonnative speakers to learn and use. But It must be noted that
many of the idioms have variant forms as well as more than one possible meaning. Idioms
which are used in a serious or polite way, for example in business documents, serious news-
papers and books, lectures, news broadcast, etc. are called formal idioms. Under somebody’s
heel, if you are under someone’s heel, they have complete control over you. Ex: for nine years
this isolated community lived under the heel of China. Cross the Rubicon-to do something
which will have very important results, which cannot be changed later. Ex: International
pressure may prevent the country crossing the Rubicon authorisation rule.

Representation of Feminine Trauma in Literature

Naadiya Yaqoob Mir,
University of Kashmir, India
The term trauma is derived from the Greek word for “wound” and is a concept of great
complexity. Generally, trauma is defined as an acute event or severe insult against a person’s
body or psyche. Initially, this word was used to define an external injury but over time the use
shifted to include the kind of injuries that remain unseen: wounds of the internal self or wounds
sustained by the psyche. Throughout history and cultures the expression of traumatic experience
has been conveyed in a number of ways i.e. through songs, ritual, art, literature and other
meaning-making practices and ways. Writing then becomes an important tool for the women to
communicate their traumatic experiences. Using writing as a tool to find a voice has resulted in a
number of autobiographical or testimonial narratives in which the survivor of trauma relives her
experience and finds her voice. The history of women’s expressions of trauma is also the history
of the construction of ‘woman as a problem.” As the personification of imperfection, woman is
represented as an important spot for masculine exploration. The present paper will analyse the
novels of Doris Lessing and Anita Desai to show as how Feminine Trauma emerges as a major
theme in them.

Investigating the English Translation of Polite Request in the Qur'an: A Pragmatic
Analysis
Dr. Abdali Hammood Shihan & Dr. Sahira Mousa Salman,
Thi-Qar University, Iraq
waraaill g ya yall, transliterated as ‘ard and tahdid (requiring with gentleness or with urgency), is
a concept that exists in Arabic and is expressed by certain particles known the particles of ‘ard
and tahdid. These particles are less problematic when they are in their more common function,
for instance when expressing non-occurrence of one thing because of the existence of another,
than when they are used otherwise, i.e. indicating the ‘ard and tahdid, where they express more
implicit than explicit meanings and functions. In addition, the problem in this study stems from
the fact that English has no syntactic counterparts of the Arabic forms expressing ‘ard and tahdid
and that these forms are double-faceted is not always recognized by translators. Therefore, they
often produce renditions which do not reflect the original but their own wrong or inaccurate
understanding. The present study considers ‘ard and tahdid as a concept that can be expressed by
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request in English. This fact is proved by the translators that sometimes rendered the said concept
correctly. The following objectives are targeted in this study: (1) to identify the extent to which
the selected translators have retained the same ST intentions and pragmatic functions in the TT,
(2) to analyse the translation strategies translators of the Qur'an adopted for translating the ST,
and (3) to propose, as much as possible, the English functional-pragmatic equivalences to the
meanings of the particles of ‘ard and tahdid investigated. Data on the translation of ST were
collected from the Quran and its four English translations carried out by four non-Muslim native
speakers. 10 examples, out of 30, related to ‘ard and tahdid, were selected for analysis.
Qualitative content analysis was used to examine the source data by consulting the widely used
traditional exegetical and rhetorical books to determine the source text intentionality.
Additionally, the translated data were analysed according to the functional-pragmatic equivalence
framework proposed by Searle (1969; 1979); Baker (1992; 2011).The present study concludes
that (1) Often, the translators seem unaware of ST intentionality and thus rendered it inaccurately,
(2) accommodating the functional-pragmatic equivalence of the Qur'anic concept of the ‘ard and
tahdid is available in English when the translator does his/her best in fully comprehending the ST
meaning and function.

A Semantic Analysis of Metaphors of William Blake with Reference to his Last Ten Poems
of Songs of Experience
Muhammad Hassan Shaikh,
Shah Abdul Latif University, Pakistan
This study presents A Semantic Analysis of Metaphors in William Blake’s Songs of Experience
in the perspective of Leech’s theory of metaphor. Leech, in his globally recognized book, A
Linguistic Guide to English Poetry (1969) has introduced four kinds of metaphor namely, the
Concretive Metaphor, the Animistic Metaphor, the Humanizing (Anthropomorphic) Metaphor
and the Synaesthetic Metaphor. The kinds of metaphors introduced by Leech have been
objectively traced from last ten poems of William Blake’s Songs of Experience (1794).
Interpretive method of Qualitative research has been employed to carry out this study. After
categorizing metaphors systematically, the study describes their literal meanings. Afterwards,
these metaphors have been analyzed on purely semantic grounds. The findings exhibit that
William Blake’s way of perceiving things is different from the general norms of the society in
which he composed poems. This helps us realize the improvements that are needed to make
society a better place to live. Most importantly, Freedom, Love and Justice are the three core
values that he believes to be the essential needs of every society for human prosperity. The
current study may also help to increase existing body of knowledge in the field of literary
criticism.
A Globalised English and Local Literatures
Syed Irtiza Bukhari,
University of Kashmir, India

A sea change has taken place in the field of English Studies ever since it was taught first. The
important thing that we often forget about English studies is the fact that English literature as a
subject was first taught in India and then in Oxford and Cambridge universities of England.
Instead they taught Greek and Latin languages and their literatures for a long time and would not
offer any thing on English studies. The English Education Act was passed in 1835 and Macaulay
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added a minute to it advocating the introduction of English language and literature in India
arguing that “that Whoever knows [English] has ready access to all the vast intellectual wealth,
which all the wisest nations of the earth have created and hoarded in the course of ninety
generations.”. Initially it was only the British Literature that was taught and in due course of
time, English language attained an international status and writers from across the world started
writing in this language. As a result, it longer remained the language of the colonizers but the
colonized too. In this way the canvas of English literature broadened as other literatures written
in English by non-native speakers also became a part of it. Hence the term English Studies is a
very broad term now as it accommodates indigenous/ literatures too. The argument of this
research paper would be to highlight the importance of the Kashmiri literature in English
translation and the fact that it has attained an international status across the globe. So this
language, which is English, has given us a chance to highlight our local literatures in translation.

English Language Speaking Anxiety: A Study of Intermediate Students of Govt. Degree

Colleges Moro, Pakistan
Muhammad Ashraf Joyo & Sania Memon,
University of Sindh & Shah Abdul Latif University Khairpur, Pakistan
Anxiety of speaking any foreign language speaking anxiety and its associate factors among the
colleges Govt. Girls Degree College Moro and Govt. Mehran Degree College Moro’s students
who learn English as a second language. The participants were 41 intermediate (21 male and 20
female) students studying English as a compulsory subject. A set of questionnaire adopted from
Studies of Woodrow (2006) based on five points likert scale was distributed to collect the data.
The data were analyzed using SPSS. The focus was also given to the speech performance of the
students that affected due to anxiety, included all the situations in which they feel anxious. The
study indicates that the students experience a moderate anxiety inside the classroom which
debilitate their performance. More significant is that the female students feel more anxiety than
the male students in the classroom in oral presentation or participation in conversation in English
as a second language.

Berber Phylogenetics: The Impact of Ethnic Element on Amazigh Lexical
Dr. Ghitri Sidi Mouhammed,
University of Tlemcen, Algeria
This study aims at measuring the impact of ethnic diversity on the Berber linguistic difference. A
20-word questionnaire was designed to elicit Berber lexis based on the Swadesh list. A
levenshtein algorithm was applied to measure the linguistic distance between five ethnic speech
communities in the region of the Chaouia, a Berberophone community dwelling the North East of
Algeria. Also, a correlation experimental design was administered to conduct the study and
measure how language varies according to the ethnic dispersion in landscape of the region. The
results show a positive influence of the ethnic variable on Berber linguistic diversity.
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Linguistic Constraints on English Complement
Dhamya Ghazi Jassim Al-Sa'adi,
Al-Mustansiriya University, Iraq

The English complement is a very general and complicated notion, thus, the study is limited to
the syntactic and semantic constraints on the basis of the original proposals in Radford (1988)
who has presented a constraint-based approach to English complement. In this research paper
propositions on English complement are presented in an attempt to facilitate the grammar of
clausal complement which is difficult to learn. It is primarily an attempt to fill the gaps. The
paper is formed of theoretical and practical parts. The problem is to examine the types of verbs
which limit the types of complement. It is a conditional study that is why it is a constraint- based
one. In this study it is hypothesized that: 1. The English complement is influenced by their
neighbors, 2. The syntactic and semantic constraints change the complement of the verb, 3. The
identification of the verb leads to the identification of the complement. This paper is formed of
three sections. Section one served as a preparatory basis of practical language teaching materials
so as to help learners of English overcome problems in respect to the syntactic and semantic
constraints of English complement. Section two deals with the types of complement which are
classified according to their complement structures and forms. Section three explains the
syntactic and the semantic constraints of English complement as well as applies a test on first
year university students' classes since they are studying the complement in their grammar book.
Thus, the study is expected to be of a value to the students of ESL/EFL because it deals with
complements which constitute a broad issue in English syntax. The conclusion of this study is
that the syntactic and the semantic constraints serve the students of ESL/EFL to identify the types
of the complement. Thus, the variety of the complements is due to the variety of the verbs.

Language and Style in Tennyson’s The Foresters: Robin Hood & Maid Marian (1892)
Dr. Ismael Muhemed fahmi & Dr. Lanja A. Dabbagh,
Salahaddin University-Hawler, Iraq

The Foresters: Robin Hood & Maid Marian (1892) is Tennyson’s last play. He represents his
ultimate achievement in that noble art. His choice of subject- matter, characters, and genre can
point out at the degree of maturity and professionality that he has attained during his long
practice as a playwright. In The Foresters, there is a large body of folk literature in which Robin
is a prominent figure. The aim of the paper is to show Tennyson’s principle source of creativity
in the play lies in the characters spoken words. The paper is an investigation to the dramatic
language of the play that serves the function of providing the audience with the necessary
information in relation to the context of the play. The paper also explores the style of the
language used. A style dedicated by the world depicted.

Learning Diverse Languages: A Road to Social Harmony
Dawood Hussain Mirza,
Al Jamea Tus Saifiyah, Pakistan
A language is not merely a composition of words and sounds but an amalgam of ideologies and
faiths. It is not confined to grammatical and syntactic limitations; instead, its horizon stretches to
the essence of society. In a world choke-full of differences, language can come about a savior. By
eliminating the barriers to communication, learning diverse languages can lead to social and
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cultural harmony. My paper intends to discuss the role of learning different languages in bringing
the world together by drawing a connection between different cultures and customs. In the words
of Rita Mae Brown; “language is a road map of the culture. It tells you where its people come
from and where they are going”. The presentation will discuss how indulging in the literature of a
language during the early stages of language learning can prove to be more productive than being
restricted to the grammar. Furthermore, in keeping with the Arabic language; the language of Al
Quran, the paper provides an analysis concerning how we often fall prey to dissensions owing to
limiting ourselves to one language, and relying on interpretations and translations. Additionally, I
will talk over how learning Arabic and Persian language and literature has fostered my
perspective of the Muslim world. To conclude, I will discuss how the Persian language and
literature, despite living in an Urdu speaking society, has brought along elements that have
transformed my values and character in terms of humility and humbleness.

Suggesting Questioning Technique for Developing EFL College Students’ Writing Skill

Bushra Khalaf Idam,
University of Thi — Qar, Iraq
Teaching writing is a complicated process which requires considering and applying a technique
while performing it. The technique used by the university teacher determines the types of work
and activities the students do in class and how well or how poorly the students are able to learn
and write composition in English as a Foreign Language (EFL). This proposal suggests a
technique that relies abundantly on the questioning formula. This proposal discusses as well as
using this teaching technique and its application in the EFL context for developing students’
composition writing at Thi-Qar University. This research is based on the assumption that
‘attention’ is the key element for any piece of writing and that the two-way fold ‘Ask and
Answer’ technique is the suggested dialogue between student and teacher. It is not a monologue;
students attend classes so that two-way communication can occur. Questions and answers are an
important part of this dialogue. Questions are therefore important to the students in the class
because a student asking a question and answering it is at that moment a self-motivated learner.
Hence the questioning strategies aim to improve students’ thinking and comprehension and thus
the writing skill.

Iraqi College Students’ Attitudes Towards the Use of Technology in Promoting English
Learning Skills
Azhar Hassan Sallomi Al Rubayee & Abeer Ali Khudhair Alsawalim,
Karbala University, Iraq
The world around us witnesses increase in digital technology use in almost all life aspects and
humanities studies are not exception. This inspired the researchers to measure the future of
incorporating digital technology with humanities studies from the students' perspectives. A
survey from (Alduwairej: 2014) is adopted in this study to measure the attitudes of Iraqi ESL
college students in College of Education for Humanities/Karbala university towards the
importance of implementing technology in ESL classes to promote ESL learning. The answers of
students show their willingness and preferences for a technology-enhanced classroom more than
the traditional one as it gives them a chance to encounter the real life environment of native
speakers. Additionally, though their instructors not often use technology inside the classroom, the
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students themselves tend to practice such technological devices out of the classroom but it not
necessarily to endorse their acquisition and mastering the English Language.

Analysis of Current Issues of Causative Verbs
Dr. Qasim Hammadi Dawood Al-Ibadi & Amal Salman mashree Al- Rufaye,
University of Wasit, Iraq

Causative verbs are used to indicate that one person causes a second person to do something for
the first person. The causative verbs are: have, get, make (Croft, W. 2003:34). The present study
aims at presenting the syntactic and semantic characteristics of causative verbs and investigating
empirically the extent to which Iraqi EFL university learners’ master these characteristics. Also,
it aims at investigating the extent to which they can recognize and use causative verbs correctly;
and their ability to differentiate the causative verbs from another types of verbs. A test has been
conducted to a sample of 100 Iraqi EFL university learners at their third and fourth year in the
Departments of English at the Colleges of Education, Universities of Wasit during the academic
year 2016-2017. The test has been exposed to jury members to measure its face validity.
Statistical means has been applied to the results of the test to investigate the perception and use of
the college students in causative verbs. They have yielded certain conclusions that Iraqi EFL
university learners at the third and fourth year face difficulties in perceiving and using the
causative verbs. The rate of their correct responses in the whole test, (1291, 28.205%), is lower
than their incorrect ones (3709, 71.795%). At the production level, the subjects’ incorrect
responses (2434, 79.84%) reveal that they are unable to use causative verbs correctly whether
syntactically or semantically. The difference in the rate of the incorrect responses of the
perception (1275, 63.75%) and the use levels show that the learners of the third - fourth year face
more difficulty at the use level than that at the perception one.

An Applied Psychological Approach to Language Teaching
Dr. Tasleem Ahmad War,
University of Kashmir, India

The scope of the present research is very broad as there are already some researchers who have
worked on this area and their efforts have been benefitted in the classrooms. In the same way,
once this kind of psychological approach is established and organised, it can solve real life
problems faced by language teachers and students in the classroom. The methodology used, that
is, the tools which have really helped the researcher in carrying out this experiment was group
discussions, mock interviews, ten-minute brief presentations on the topic of their choice,
conversations, dramatising certain acts of famous plays etc. This was followed by recording their
individual feedback in questionnaires. All this was done in a stress free environment and learners
were involved positively and encouragingly in these creative exercises. The result of the above
innovative experiment was that majority of the students, as against the minority, have been able
to hone their communicative competence and what made it possible is not only the matter but the
manner in which they were taught how to develop this skill.
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Contrastive and Comparative Lexical Collocations in English and Arabic
Shaima’ Abdul Hussein al-Mi’mar,
Karbala University, Iraq

The present paper is a comparative study of lexical collocation in English and Arabic languages.
It attempts to study the term “collocation” as the habitual association between words. The
purpose of this study is to explore the nature and significance of lexical collocation in the field of
translation and interpretation in addition to teaching/learning process in both languages. Further,
it aims at pointing out the aspects of similarities as well as differences existed in this area of
study. The researcher intends to investigate lexical collocation with reference to some verses in
the Holly Quran and some proverbs in the English language. The study reveals that: (A) English
and Arabic share some similar categories of collocations whether they are restricted as in Jau
Jush (long man) and @L& e (high mountain), 4tws 31 ) (beautiful woman) and sy Jau
(handsome man), or wide range of using as in <l (die); it can be used in many situations. (B)
Restricted collocations are given more attention in both languages because they are highly
problematic and the learner encounters a difficulty in determining them. (C) Idiomatic
expressions in English make confusion in distinguishing them from the collocations rather than
Arabic. (D) Metaphor is also used through Arabic collocations as in sléaw 44 (sleepless night).
These remarks, findings and recommendation, if best employed, could enhance the quality of
teaching, learning and interpreting collocations.

Characters in the Heteroglot, Carnivalized World of Once Upon a Time

Dr. Zahra Jannessari Ladani & Hosna Kasmaee,
University of Isfahan, Iran
Today, the cinematic images have surrounded the consciousness of the people living in different
parts of the world. The American fairytale series Once Upon a Time has gathered the voices of
several familiar fairytales in two parallel worlds, the Enchanted Forest and Stroybrooke, in order
to engender a new Bakhtinian dialogue among these folkloric stories. This paper aims to apply
the notion of Bakhtinian character on Kitsis and Horowitz’s Once Upon a Time. The organization
of voices in Once Upon a Time represents rich examples illustrative of Bakhtinian character.
Furthermore, as a series produced in postmodern context, Once Upon a Time is a reflection of
Bakhtin's perceptions of language as a dynamic, unfinished process. This essay will mainly focus
on the first area. Specifically, the present study reveals the hidden layers of voices and languages
embedded within the folkloric characters in order to show that the scenario of Once Upon a Time
is a novel "par excellence" whose main concern is orchestrating a diversity of voices among the
past folkloric characters.

Nature of Swearing in Iraqi Arabic Society: A Sociolinguistic Study
Dr. Tawfeeq M. Ahmed & Munaf A. Mahdi,
Karbala University, Iraq
There is no argument that swearing is a universal linguistic and psychological phenomenon.
Many studies proved that people all over the world and in different times used to swear while
talking. Of course, each society has its own way in talking the oath, whether in the expressions
used or by some body movements that accompanied swearing. Regardless these differences,
swearing almost always is used to achieve a common purpose. The current study sheds the light
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on this aspect linguistically in Iraqi Arabic society. There would sometimes be a reference to
Arab people in general for the similarity between Iraqi and other Arab countries in many
respects. Taking into account some shared features with other foreign communities. Religious
oaths, swearing by holy people (alive or dead), shrines, times in addition to dear persons were the
most elements to be sworn by according to the findings of the study.

On the Cultural Censorship of English Textbooks in Iran: Possible or Impossible,
Necessary or Unnecessary
Dr. Seyyed Ayatollah Razmjoo & Seyyed Behrouz Behzadi,
Shiraz University, Iran

The issue of culture in teaching and learning English has been controversial, in particular, in
some Islamic countries like Iran. This study is an attempt to explore the attitudes of fifteen
Iranian experienced instructors of English towards the censorship of cultural aspects of English in
English Textbooks via semi-structured interviewing. Each participant was asked 13 questions
aimed at eliciting their attitudes towards teaching cultural aspects of English in their classrooms.
Furthermore, the study investigated the effects of teacher-related variables such as political
background, viz being inclined to the right- or left wing or being a moderate, to see if that could
influence how English instructors might look at the possibility and necessity of cultural
censorship of English textbooks. The results suggest that there is a meaningful difference
between the politically reformist and modernist on one hand, and the fundamentalist English
instructors on the other hand in terms of their overall attitude towards teaching culture and its
censorship. On the other hand, all the participants in the study seem to believe that there needs to
be a profound change in how the issue of culture is dealt in English classes. Finally, the study
cashing in on the results attained argues that it is neither linguistically possible nor pedagogically
necessary to censor English textbooks. To this end, golden mean appears to lie in what
Kumaravadivelu calls ‘raising cultural consciousness’: neither expurgating nor empathising but
empowering learners to ‘elicit a synthesis’.

Collaborative Teaching for Transfer: Effects of Disciplinary Specificity On Postgraduate
Students’ Writing Proficiency
Dr. Somayeh Biparva Haghighi, Dr. Dr. Zohreh. G. Shooshtari & Dr. Alireza Jalilifar,
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Currently, more and more postgraduate students need to master academic writing skills to obtain
the indispensable means for internationalization of their research and innovations. Thus,
programs in higher education should provide opportunities for these students to receive relevant
English instruction and develop practical experience. However, students’ low language
proficiency evolves as an impediment toward the design and implementation of courses in
English for Academic Purposes (EAP). Therefore, this study aimed to explore how a
collaborative approach in teaching for disciplinary academic writing would influence the transfer
of learning in postgraduate students with varied writing proficiency levels. For this purpose, a
sample population of 58 medical students majoring in four different medical sciences participated
in this research. Throughout a whole semester, the trace of variance in students’ writing practices
was recorded and finally correlated with the students’ initial proficiency scores. The obtained
results indicated that owing to the collaborative design of the disciplinary writing program, the
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participants could attain significant levels of writing skills and finally transfer their received
instruction to authentic practices. On investigating the issue, it was found that age factor,
university admission criteria, and level of professional involvement could have a determining
interplay with students’ varied writing proficiency levels.

Comparative Study of al-Jawahiri's Tigris the Donor of Welfare and Mattawa's Date Palm
Trinity
Raghda M.Ali al_Jabban, Dr. Azra Ghandeharion* (Corresponding author) & Dr. Zohreh Taebi,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
Diaspora as one of the main discussed themes in the modern literature means that there are many
people who are away from their own country and are deprived of growing up in their true
homeland. This study aims to apply the tenets of American school comparative literature to
analyze the two pieces of poetry titled as Tigris the Donor of Welfare (Ya Dijlat Alkhayr) by
Muhammad Mahdi al-Jawahiri (1899-1997) as one of the most famous modern Iraqi poets and
Date Palm Trinity by Khaled Mattawa (1964- ) as an eminent Libyan-American poet, writer, and
translator in order to explore the theme of diaspora in their poetry. Both poets have written and
published their works in diaspora. To do so, this study will compare the previously mentioned
poems in order to find their similar and different features and the significance of these features.
Likewise, and regarding the notions of diaspora and Arab exile, this paper will benefit from the
theories of Edward Said, Salhi, Netton, Faist, and finally al-Maleh. It is concluded that these two
poets' personal experiences like being exiled have been clearly reflected through their writings in
order to create an intimate text which in turn validated their poems.

A Contrastive Analysis of Persian, Qashqai (Turkic), and English Regarding Inflectional
Morphemes Facing its Error Analysis: A Collision or Collation
Dr. Naser Rashidi, Seyyed Behrouz Behzadi & Gholamhossein Farsi,

Shiraz University, Shiraz University & Farhangian University, Iran
This study is basically an attempt to indicate how much convergence or divergence emerges out
of the confrontation of a contrastive analysis (CA) and its corresponding error analysis (EA). It
is a three-pronged study: first, a contrastive analysis of Persian, Qashqai (Turkic), and English
aiming at casting light on the differences and similarities between each of the aforementioned
languages/dialect germane the distribution of inflectional morphemes is conducted. To this effect,
four widely-applied stages in CA, viz. description, selection, comparison, and prediction, are
carried out. Secondly, and as to do an EA, a translation task designed by the researchers is given
to 50 lower-intermediate to intermediate learners of English, of which half are Persian native-
speakers and the other half use Qashqai (Turkic) as their language of interaction at home. The
translation task is developed in a way to target the inflectional morphemes in languages/dialect.
The corpus of responses will then be inspected for identification and classification of errors.
Finally, and on the third stage, the findings of CA are compared and contrasted with the results
obtained from the EA (also referred to as a posteriori CA). Theoretically, the study, in a limited
way, shows if the CA and EA are complementary or contradictory. Pedagogically, the findings
could help teachers to raise students’ awareness to prevent errors while using inflectional
morphemes, hence enhancing their chance of learning English more efficaciously.
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Exploring EFL Instructors’ Perspectives on EGAP Teacher Knowledge
Dr. Mahboubeh Taghizadeh, Mahsa Khalili & Fatemeh Haj Hosseini,
Iran University of Science and Technology (IUST), Iran

The purpose of this study was to investigate English language instructors’ viewpoints about
different types of teacher knowledge valued in the teaching of English for General Academic
Purpose (EGAP). The participants of this study were 10 experienced university professors
holding Ph.D. in TEFL and 52 instructors holding MA in TEFL. A questionnaire containing 46
types of knowledge was developed by the researchers. The results of the study revealed that
experienced university professors regarded teaching listening, teaching writing, teaching
speaking, teaching reading, teaching pronunciation, teaching vocabulary, lesson planning,
materials development, designing tasks, syllabus design, preparing learners to communicate
effectively in tasks prescribed by their study or work situation, collaborating with the subject
specialists of the discipline, and having knowledge of the genres and discourse patterns of the
disciplines very useful (100%), while they reported first language acquisition theories, English
literature, English as a global language, and World Englishes not useful, respectively.
Considering MA instructors’ views, teaching vocabulary, creating exciting learning environment
of active knowledge creation and sharing, giving ESP learners a wider choice of learning
activities according to their own interest, being able to test and evaluate students’ performance
were reported to be very useful, respectively, whereas they regarded English literature,
bilingualism/multilingualism, first language acquisition theories, phonology, and World
Englishes not useful in the EGAP teaching, respectively.

Apologies not Accepted! The Prospect of English Studies and a Postmodern Apology of
Literature
Dr. Bessat Elmie Nassirabad,
University of Tehran, Iran
Ever since its establishment as an independent academic discipline in the early twentieth century
England, literary studies (English in particular) has been facing a “legitimacy crisis”: within the
ever-expanding logic of the market capitalism, literary studies had and have to justify their
contributive existence in the now academic marketplace. The history of “apologies” written in
defense of the institution of literature, nonetheless, well predates the coming into being of literary
studies in modern academia. The perennial charge of “impracticality” has been taking its toll on
literature as an academic discipline, as evidenced by budget cuts and declining financial aids in
literature departments all over the Anglo-Saxon world. Having explored landmark apologies of
literature—starting from Aristotle’s Poetics up to Matthew Arnold’s “Literature and Science”--,
the present paper sets out to demonstrate the philosophical inadequacy of literally all such
apologies in terms of their attempts to attribute some grandiose non-literary qualities (and
values) to literature. A new attempt then is made to define the essentially literary qualities and
pragmatic value of literature, one which would only be dialectically possible within the condition
of postmodernity. In doing so, after restating Jean Francois Lyotard’s exploration of the origin of
humanities’ “legitimation crisis”, Richard Rorty’ “The decline of Redemptive Truth and the Rise
of the Literary Culture” is hailed as the postmodern apology of literature—one which eventually
captures the indispensable “essence” of literature. Finally, it is concluded that the very future of
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humanity might inextricably lie in a redemptive ‘“acquaintance” which only literature can
promise.

Compliments and Compliment Responses among Female Persian Speakers in their Online
Communications
Azadeh Hassani,
Allameh Tabataba’i University, Iran

Complimenting, as one of the most effective speech acts in socializing and establishing rapport,
has enjoyed considerable attention in the literature. However, most studies in this realm have
focused on face-to-face conversations and elicited data, while they have neglected Internet-
mediated communication contexts. The purpose of this study is to investigate the main
compliment/compliment response patterns used by female Persian speakers communicating via a
mobile messaging application like Telegram in an Iranian context. To this end, a corpus of over
190 compliment exchanges was analyzed to explore syntactic patterns characterizing
compliments and functional categories of compliment responses. The subcorpus of compliments
was structurally analyzed according to Manes and Wolfson (1981). In terms of classification of
compliment responses, the corresponding subcorpus was analyzed using Holmes’ taxonomy
(1988). The analyses revealed that female Persian speakers preferred to use abbreviated
statements to compliment their counterparts in online environment. However, the use of first
person pronoun was rare among complimenters which was an evidence of adhering to modesty as
a socially accepted norm in Iranian culture. In responding to compliments, Accept strategies were
the most frequently used ones by females. The widespread use of emoticons is an evidence for
females’ tendency to communicate their mood more clearly. The results of the present study may
be helpful in extending the knowledge of sociolinguistic rules of Persian language to prevent
communication breakdowns.

Role of Semantic Features in Adjective Processing in Persian: Complexity or Connectivity
Zahra Mozaffari,
University of Sistan and Baluchestan, Iran

This research compared the complexity hypothesis with the connectivity hypothesis. The basic
assumption underlying these two hypotheses is that whether or not the complexity of a concept
i.e., the number of its features, has influence on memory load and its processing time. The current
study aimed at comparing the processing time of the adjectives of the opposition in comparative
and negative sentences in Persian in order to test the predictions of both hypotheses. The
procedure was a cross modal lexical decision (CMLD) task. 30 subjects were presented with
eight pairs of unmarked and marked antonymous adjectives in 64 sentences. The visual probe
consisted of 64 native words and 64 non words. The reaction time to the lexical decision task was
reported by the DMDX software. The result was in the favor of the complexity hypothesis. it was
concluded that the additional semantic features in words lead to a greater memory load, longer
reaction and comprehension times.
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Becoming Corporeality in Toni Morrison’s Sula
Dr. Mostafa Hosseini & Fatemeh Savaedi,
University of Bouali Sina & University of Malayer, Iran

The significance of body in postcolonial feminism is undeniable and third world feminists are
well aware of it. Defying against the commanding discourses, they attempt to mold influence by
representing the notion of female body as an element independent from male-centered
conceptions. Postcolonial female body has been investigated widely; however, Deleuzian
concepts of “desiring machine”, “becoming-woman”, masochism and schizoanalysis and Grosz’s
ideas of corporeality and volatile bodies still require further research. To this end, the current
study analyzes Toni Morrison’s Sula in terms of women body and its function according to Gilles
Deleuze and Elizabeth Grosz’s theories. The results of the study indicate that the target characters
of the selected novels possess this potentiality to rebel against the social structures which are
considered as the ultimate truth. They are masochist individuals who strive to gain their
subjectivity, or go beyond subjectivity and identity, through their corporeality.

Moments of Being: An Investigation of Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway and Toni
Morrison's Beloved
Alyaa Hassoon Alwain, Dr. Zohreh Taebi Noghondari & Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh Torghabeh,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

Virginia Woolf and Toni Morrison are two of the most significant literary figures whose works
are mainly concerned with women and their mental status. Since the earliest days of feminism in
the 19th century, women and their struggles in different facets of life, including their legal rights,
their social and domestic status, and also their mental state have been the focus of many writers.
This study intends to use the theory of "Moments of Being" by Virginia Woolf in order to
analyze Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway and Toni Morrison's Beloved. Moments of being are the
moments in people's lives when they feel a sense of reality, which can be the result of a shock. In
contrast, there are some moments of not being during which people are obsessed with their
everyday routine and there is no sense of reality. People's lives are mostly comprised of moments
of not being, although every now and then something triggers people's mind and they experience
a moment of being. Thus, this study will explore how the protagonists of both these novels
experience moments of being in their everyday life and take refuge in them. It will be concluded
that regardless of their completely different backgrounds, modern women, as portrayed in these
two novels, suffer from the same submissive pressures and consequently use their memories as a
way to escape their past.

Inner Voices of Memory: An Investigation of Tony Morrison’s Beloved
Alyaa Hassoon Alwain, Dr. Zohreh Taebi Noghondari & Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh Torghabeh,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
Toni Morrison has been considered as one of the most well-known black writers whose writings
mostly revolve around the role of memory in showing how bottled-up and repressed memories
can be reflected in the lives of her female protagonists. This study is an attempt to apply Freud's
"theory of repression" in the analysis of Morrison's Beloved. This study will examine how the
main character of Beloved is under social and cultural pressure, and uses her past life to cope
with her present situation. Freud's theories of memory mean to focus on the manifestation of
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time, its effects and also the influence of the past memory on a character's desires and behaviors.
Since the obsession with the past is one of the main themes of Beloved, the present research tries
to provide a detailed examination of memory and its repression in this novel. The present study
also intends to discuss the role of the time and memory in this novel that is written by a female
writer about a female character. Through investigating the reflection of time and reminiscence of
the past in this novel, this article will show how memories, particularly the repressed memories,
can affect the identity of the character.

Society and Family in America: Analysis of Plath’s The Bell Jar Based on Murdock’s Views
Azal Fadhil Kadhim Aljawazri, Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh & Dr. Azra Ghandeharion,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
As an autobiographical novel, The Bell Jar is associated with Plath's own life, and revolves
around a female character named Esther Greenwood who cannot adapt herself to the society’s
restrictions. This novel is related to its depiction of the American family and society in the fifties.
The present study aims to shed more light on the analysis of the prevailing family patterns in the
fifties, the main social outlines at the time of the novel, and the justification behind assignment of
such roles to family and society by Silvia Plath in The Bell Jar. The novel has some indications
that apparently refer to the family and society features and provide helpful research material for
the present study. The other significant point about this research is that it will explore why and
how this novel considers the features of family and middle-class American society in the 1950s
as suffocating and stifling, and how the great dilemma to be adjusted to the social standards like
femininity brings about the suppression of individuality. In this study, it will also be explored
how characters who are not capable of adjusting themselves to the familial or societal norms are
often portrayed as unsympathetic or traumatized. It will be found that Esther's feeling of being
confined under a bell jar not only expresses her mental breakdown, but also is a general metaphor

for a society that is stifled by its own standards and settlements.

The Analysis of Plath’s The Bell Jar Based on Friedan’s Views
Azal Fadhil Kadhim Aljawazri, Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh & Dr. Azra Ghandeharion, Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad, Iran

This study is an attempt to use the feminist approach in order to study how the boundaries and
restrictions of the society are depicted in The Bell Jar, and also in the lives of its key characters.
The feminist approach has been selected, because the time when the novel was written coincided
with women's sufferings due to their inability to adjust themselves to a patriarchal society's
traditions. For example, they had to stay virgins until marriage, whereas men were expected to be
experienced with sex (Lamb, 2011, p. 30). Also, the feminist approach is useful in this study,
because its main character is a young girl whose breakdown is due to her inability to come to
terms with such traditions. So, the main critic whose theory has been selected to be applied in this
study is Betty Friedan (1921-2006) in order to shed light on the dilemma and identity crisis of
the American woman during the 1950s and 1960s due to a flawless image of domestic
womanhood which was spread through different forms of media.

23



The Second International Conference on Current Issues of
Languages, Dialects and Linguistics (WWW.LLLD.IR) & The
Fourth National Conference on English Studies and Linguistics

(WWW.ELTL.IR), 1-2 February 2018, Iran-Ahwaz, Book of
Abstracts

Foreign Language Teaching and Learning: Experiences from Top Universities
Mohsen Chenari, Dr. Mahboube Arefi & Dr. Kourosh Fathi Vajargah, Shahid Beheshti
University, Iran
Foreign language teaching and learning is a complicated process. This issue has different aspects
which need to be dealt with. In order to promote foreign language teaching and learning it is
worthy to study the practice of top universities in the world to know what they do to have a good
language program. Studying top university experiences can be a quick way to check how well the
theories of language learning and teaching have been put into action. To do so, a qualitative
study is conducted. Four top universities based on QS ranking were chosen as the samples of the
study. Each university website was studied fully to find out useful points about their language
program. Since the Iranian context has a lot of problems in foreign language teaching and
learning especially at university level, the results of this study could also be useful for that

context.

Towards the Theory of Adaptation

Samar Adil Najim Alrammahi, Dr. Azra Ghandeharion* (Corresponding author) & Dr. Rajabali
Askarzadeh Torghabeh, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
From the initial days of cinema, adaptation has been an omnipresent procedure of filmmaking.
According to what Hutcheon (2013) has stated in her book, A Theory of adaptation, adaptation
theory refers to the methodical analysis of films which have been produced based on literary
sources. In fact, movie adaptations have a history as long as the history of cinema itself and are
becoming more prevalent all over the world. This study aims to provide a brief account of this
theory and its main academics. In addition, this paper intends to argue the reason of classic
novels’ popularity with the movie producers. It can be concluded that unlike the hostility which
the adaptations would encounter during this field’s commencement time, now they are approved
of by many critics as original productions, and this is the reason of their upward acceptance by
many directors.

Heightening of Tensions Among Iran’s Political Parties Through News Translation
Mehdi Latifi Shirejini & Dr. Mahmoud Afrouz, University of Isfahan, Iran
From ideological point of view, translation as an interdisciplinary field plays an influential role in
political controversies. Although the role of ideology in translation-policy relationship is not
identifiable at first glance, most argued that ideology stems from power relations, political
parties, and dominant or oppositional institution. Given a short overview of the concept of
ideology and its relationship with translation, this research aims to investigate deepening of
tensions between Iranian political parties through translation of political news. To illustrate this,
Fairclough’s three dimensional framework (text, discourse practice and socio cultural practice)
has been chosen for analysis of news translations. To achieve this objective, a corpus were
selected from English political news related to Iran’s domestic and foreign policy being rendered
into Persian. After analyzing the texts based on Fairclough’s model, the trends of ideology hidden
behind the translation of political news were unveiled. This was to show how audiences may be
affected by such ideologies without being aware of them. The results of the study suggest that
translator’s ideology, as a mediating variable, plays a significant role in heightening tensions
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between political parties and how controlling this variable may help to prevent disturbing peace
and order in society.

The Impact of Extensively Exposing Iranian Very Young EFL Learners to English Media
on their Learning Process
Bardia Delvashi,
University of Chabahar Maritime and Marine Sciences, Iran

Teaching and learning to speak English has become increasingly important in Iran mainly due to
the fact that English has been identified as one of the world’s most widely-spoken languages.
Therefore, the present research attempted to probe whether extensively exposing Iranian very
young EFL learners to English media has any significant effect on their learning process,
operationalized as their learning growth. The study involved 60 non-native very young EFL
learners at different private language institutes in Iran. Data collection revolved around several
general areas of interest, such as the influence of intervention on their language growth. An
‘Individual Growth and Development Indicator’ was used as the Pre-and-Post-test. The findings
seem to indicate that the students who were highly exposed to films as a result of their own
entertainment and consumer choices and their EFL classroom instruction demonstrated
statistically significant differences in their English learning acquisition and overall EFL
achievements as compared to those students who were less exposed to these films inside and
outside the classroom by personal choice and curricular demand. The obtained results are
discussed in terms of their relationship with the extant literature and implications for TESOL,
especially with regard to the role of exposing EFL children to English multimedia sources in
order to promote their learning.

A Feminist study of Maya Angelou's Gather together in my Name based on P. H. Collins
ITham Habeeb Ward, Dr. Zohre Taebi, & Dr. Azra Ghandeharion, Ferdowsi University of
Mashhad, Iran
Reading the autobiography of notable black writers from their own historical perspectives, it has
been proved that their frequent themes were the issues of social justice and feminism as the most
recurrent themes of any black feminist's autobiography. Black women writers have been mostly
obsessed with voicing what establishes a black woman's reality. The literature of the black
women was invisible till recently, which signifies the truth about a suppressed society. Thus,
their literature reflects the truth of black women as the society's "other". As one of the greatest
contemporary African-American writers, Angelou's literary works are also considered as attempts
to portray her victory over many difficult social hindrances. These themes all have made this
writer's fiction related with the feminist literary movement. This study seeks to analyze Gather
together in my Name as Angelou’s second autobiographical fiction from a black feminism
approach. It lays especial focus on the viewpoints of Patricia Hill Collins. She has been selected
as this paper’s main theorist because her critical analysis of black feminism has traced the
historical subjugation of black women. She has also discussed why love, family, the church, the
school (education), the community, freedom fighting, and racial solidarity are so important to
black people. Finally, it will be concluded that, as Collins has asserted, fighting to gain freedom
and social justice for the entire black community was, in fact, fighting to gain one’s own personal

freedom. It is because these two are not detached.
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Analysis of the Main Character’s Disrupted World in Wings by Arthur Kopit: A
Postmodern Approach
Muthana Shareef Al Zaidawi, Dr. Zohreh Taebi & Dr. Azra Ghandeharion,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

Arthur Kopit’s Wings is about the disrupted world of an ordinary human being who has been
paralyzed by her chaotic world. Postmodernism has been selected as the main methodology of
this paper, because it seems that it is capable of providing a better criterion to examine Kopit's
play. The aim of this paper, therefore, is to study Wings from a postmodernist perspective; but
since postmodernism has a broad nature, this paper has limited itself to the ideas of the prominent
postmodernist critic Thab Hassan. The reason of selecting Hassan as the theorist of the present
study lies in the fact that postmodernism could be understood as an interpretation of our lives in
the urbanized societies of the postmodern era, which is linked to a crisis of identity. The
postmodern aspects of Wings are closely linked to the disaster of a fractured, depersonalized
identity. This play is structurally mimetic of, and metaphorically attached to, both postmodernism
and depersonalization. In fact, Wings is considered as the fractured reflection of the protagonist's
identity while voicing the psychological terrors of the postmodern era such as the departure from
one's self. Interpreting a play like Wings which interconnects between the depersonalization
disorder and the postmodern condition can result in a better interpretation of both this horrible
sense of a split self and of the play itself. The paper also recommends the application of Hassan's
philosophies to comprehensively analyze Wings.

The Different Speaking Subject: A Feminist Critical Study on Zoya Pirzad’s | Will Turn off

the Lights
Anis Kalantari & Dr. Nahid Mohammadi,
Alzahra University, Iran
This research aims at the feminist reading of Iranian novel “I Will Turn off the Lights” by Zoya
Pirzad using the theories of modern feminism. Claris Iyvazian, the Iranian-Armenian protagonist
of the novel is used as a case study of Luce Irigaray’s psychoanalysis and her theory of sexual
difference. Also, in this study, the relationship of Claris with other women and the society will be
studied based on the psychoanalysis of Julia Kristeva and her theory of the speaking subjectivity.
The heroin, whose female role is characterized through the traits of the opposite gender, will be
studied as the different speaking subject. Claris, the discordant protagonist, uses a different
feminine language to struggle for the championship of her individuality. Due to Claris’s lost and
despicable existence in her domestic life, Luce Irigaray’s theory of psychoanalysis is used as
critique of the exclusion of women from socio-cultural integrations. In a society where a woman
cannot have a position of her own, Claris has to assimilate to a male subject to gain her distinct
subjectivity. Julia Kristeva’s theory of the split subjects used to show that the societal constraints
create the system of division. The patriarchal society of the day ignores the position of women.
Thus, Claris is always belittled by her husband. In the present research study, the authors aim at
depicting the position of female subjects and their psychological issues in the Iranian society of
1960s.
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A Case-study of Two Persian Translations of Shakespeare’s King Lear

Anis Kalantari & Dr. Nahid Mohammadi,
Alzahra University, Iran
Literary translations undertake structural limitations in Target Language (TL). Literary texts are
value-laden and heavily loaded with devices. This may lead to untranslatability of some devices
due to the structure of Source Language (SL). The present study is going to touch upon the
degree of translatability of the two major tropes (metaphor and Irony) in two Persian translations
of the Renaissance tragedy, King Lear. The corpus of this study will shed light on the
translatability of these major tropes alongside with the question how the translators have treated
the literary devices in this play. It is an attempt to discuss the reflection of ideas by two well-
known translators; first, Mahmoud Etemadzadeh (also known as Behazin); second, Alaeddin
Pazargadi. Tropes, the figures of thought, function semantically and create changes in the
meaning of the text. In this respect, the present paper will technically examine the translatability
or untranslatability of tropes in TL. Then, we will manage to give the definition of the
categorization of the tropes that have been already underscored by the authors. Therefore, we
come to analyze the translatability of literary construction in TL. It will be determined that the
translators have utilized a particular strategy (as expansion, omission, or paraphrase). Finally, it
can be concluded that which translator has transferred the whole message while resorting the
literary devices in TL.

Analysis of Culture as an Important Factor in Language Teaching
Dr. Mahan Attar,
Farhangian University, Iran

Effective communication is more than synthetic structure, new vocabulary and expressions. It is
important to help students understand that a variety of behaviors are possible in any particular
language and culture. Developing cultural competence or the knowledge of conventions,
customs, beliefs and systems of meaning is necessary, too. Exploring culturally appropriate
behavior that may be perceived differently by members of speech community, enable students to
find their own voices in interactions and communications. Teachers can make an explicit topic of
presenting cultural features in a nonjudgmental fashion, in relation to what being studied.
Through applying effective techniques and methods of teaching and incorporating instructional
strategies for teaching culture, a good teacher can enrich and inform the teaching content. One of
the more student centered approaches in teaching, which is very practical and flexible is task
based teaching. According to Prabhue 1987, “tasks are activities that require learners to arrive at
an outcome from given information through some process of thought, and which allows teachers
to control and regulate that process.” This article will explain some ideas of presenting culture as
an important factor in task based teaching classes.
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Comparing the Concept of Evil in the Epic Tradition of Iran and England
Dr. Karim Loweimi Mutlaq, Farshad Seddiqi Nia & Pari Hayati,
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran

The present article compares the representation of “Evil” in the heroic periods of Iran and
England by analyzing the two epic poems of Shahnameh and Beowulf which reflect the
traditions, customs, attitudes, and beliefs of the people before their conversion to Abrahamic
religions. In both poems “Evil” is related to the creatures that threaten the people’s lives and their
country. In Beowulf, evil concerns “non-human” beings; there are no human beings as their
fellowmen’s enemies; no human tries to harm his fellow beings; and we deal with “absolute”
good or evil. In Shahnameh, on the other hand, in addition to “non-human Evil” we can witness
“human Evil” as well. Not only evil can be “human,” but also human beings turn to each other’s
enemies and try to harm or destroy one another, even their countrymen. So, in Shahnameh, the
concept of “Evil” is more complicated than its absolute counterpart in Beowulf. Beowulf is the
result of Germanic heroic traditions, while Shahnameh is a product of Persian epic culture.
Although like Beowulf, Shahnameh represents the heroic period of a country, Iran’s historical
background and its precedence of religious beliefs have led to a more complex, multi-
dimensional, and human representation of evil.

Gender Representation in Junior Secondary English for Schools Prospect 3 Versus
Prospect Plus 3 Textbooks
Mandani Zarei,
Shahrekord University, Iran

Textbooks may have a strong influence on learners’ attitudes, outlooks, and their choice of
language in second/foreign language (L2) communication. The different methods which people
resort to in communication may affect students’ viewpoints. This study was an attempt to
examine potential areas of gender-bias in the representation of men and women in the English for
Schools Prospect 3 versus Prospect Plus 3, an English language teaching (ELT) textbook
developed by Khate Sefid Curriuculum Development Centre, which both of them are taught in
the junior secondary schools of Iran. To evaluate these textbooks, content analysis was done in
terms of gender-bias in dialogues, reading texts, instructions, exercises and illustrations. The
frequency and percentages of names, nouns, pronouns and pictures attributed to each gender (i.e.,
males and females) were obtained and chi-square tests were carried out. In general, names,
pronouns and pictures attributed to males and females were not significantly different. But there
was a significant difference regarding nouns by examining both stated textbooks. However, the
number of common gender pronouns was proportionally constant in the preceding textbooks
taught in junior high school. Moreover, both textbooks included many gender-neutral pronouns
not having any gender orientations. Findings showed that the Iranian prospect 3 and prospect +3
English textbooks did not incorporate into male-oriented and gender-biased features.
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Asking Known-answer Questions as an Interactional Resource in L2 Classrooms: A

Conversation Analytic Perspective
Shayan Heidari,
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Conversation Analysis (CA) is an approach to the study of talk-in-interaction which empirically
investigates the conversationalists’ understanding of the ongoing talk evident in the design of
their turns at talk. Recently, there has been a growing number of studies of second language (L2)
instructional settings that employ CA to describe the resources and practices students and
teachers use to accomplish L2 learning (e.g., Jakonen & Morton, 2013; Kééntd, 2014). These
studies view L2 learning and teaching as social actions which are co-constructed and displayed in
classroom interactions and cover a range of interactional practices such as turn-taking, correction
initiation, knowledge claims, and the management of epistemic relationships. Drawing on CA
perspective and the epistemics framework (Heritage, 2012), the present study investigates how
L2 teachers make use of known-answer questions in the course of talk-in-interaction in L2
classrooms. The data for this study come from video recordings of eight sessions of classroom
interaction in two beginner EFL classes in a language learning institute in Iran. The analysis of
the data through CA revealed that asking known-answer questions by the L2 teacher represents
an interactional resource through which instructional sequences are managed and L2 activities are
maintained. Furthermore, the similarities and differences between the known-answer questions
asked by L2 teachers of students and those asked by the adults of children were discussed. The
results of the study contribute to a better understanding of the social organization of L2
classroom talk.

An Investigation into L1 Use in Iranian Elementary EFL Classrooms
Dr. Ali Roohani, Khadijeh Dayeri & Ebtesam Abbasi Montazeri,

Shahrekord University, Shahrekord University & Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Considering the ongoing debate over the role of first language (L1) in EFL context, this study
aimed to investigate the communicative purposes for which language teachers use L1 in their
elementary EFL classrooms. It also explored the teachers and students’ perspectives on the use of
L1 in language classrooms. Four EFL teachers working in two language institutes took part in
this study. Data consisted of 20 lesson-hour audio-recorded observations of four elementary EFL
classrooms and semi-structured interviews with EFL teachers and students. The Solution
elementary textbook was taught in all classes. To achieve the purpose of the study, a framework
developed by Sali (2014) was used. Findings revealed that L1 was mostly used for the fulfillment
of a major communicative function, namely the academic function (i.e., reviewing, eliciting).
Several new sub-functions such as asking for clarification and talking about classroom routines
were also discovered. Moreover, the interview analysis indicated that the students had a positive
attitude towards the use of L1 for the comprehension of content (e.g., grammatical points and
vocabulary) in the classroom, whereas teachers favored a judicious use of L1 in their classrooms.
The findings imply that L1 use could have a facilitative role in the process of language learning
in elementary EFL classrooms and thus the potentials of purposeful use of L1 in facilitating
language learning need to be taken into account by EFL teachers.
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On the Effect of Poster-Making Technique and Visual Imagery Training on Iranian Female

Upper-Intermediate EFL Learners’ Listening Comprehension Ability
Hoda Arianmanesh & Dr. Zargham Ghapanchi,
Department of English, Tabaran Higher Education, Mashhad, Iran
This study aimed at investigating poster-making technique and visual imagery training effects on
listening comprehension ability among Iranian EFL learners. Three homogeneous groups of
upper-intermediate EFL learners at one of the Language Institutes in Mashhad, Iran were chosen.
68 learners were selected among 220 female upper-intermediate EFL students, 15 to 19 years of
age. All the participants had the same amount of exposure to listening materials before the
experiment, and all had studied English for six terms (each term consisting 17 sessions of 90
minutes each) at the institute. One of the groups was chosen as the control group, and two of
them as the experimental groups. For eight sessions, the students in the control group were given
the listening exercises in their textbooks, Touchstone 3 (McCarthy and Sardiford). The
experimental groups were divided in two classes (class B and class C), class B in which poster-
making was worked and class C in which visual imagery was presented. To collect the data four
instruments, the Oxford Placement Test (OPT), Cambridge Preliminary English Test (PET),
researcher-made questionnaire, and semi-structural interview were used. The results revealed
that the two mentioned ways, poster-making and visual imagery, had no significant effects on
listening comprehension ability. The mean scores of the control group were significantly higher
than the experimental groups.

Examining Stroke in Teacher Success from the Perspective of Iranian EFL Learners

Asieh Amini, Dr. Reza Pishghadam & Dr. Fahime Saboori,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
The quality of teacher-learner relationships significantly affects teachers and learners’ academic
life. Learners need to be recognized by their teachers. One way through which the learners’
emotional needs may be satisfied is stroke. Given the prominence of effective factors in teacher
success, the current quantitative study aims at examining the influence of stroke on teacher
success. To this end, a total number of 200 English as a foreign language (EFL) learners filled
out the student stroke scale along with Characteristics of Successful Iranian EFL Teachers Scale.
Structural Equation Modeling was exerted to examine the probable relationship between the
variables. The analysis of the results revealed that stroke was a positive predictor of teacher
success. Finally, the findings and implications were discussed, and some suggestions were
provided to motivate teachers to pay more attention to the concept of stroke and its applicability
in English language teaching.

Representation of Feminism in the Language of George Bernard Shaw’s Candida: A
Discourse Analysis Case Study
Zahraa Muhsin Afrajy, Dr. Mahmud Reza Ghorban Sabbagh & Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh
Torghabeh,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

The present study intends to inaugurate a close connection between the thematic and textual
facets of Candida by George Bernard Shaw. To do so, it will apply a number of special forms of
24 discourse analysis in order to show different manifestations of feminism in this play’s
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language. The discourse analysis device that has been utilized in the present study includes
feminism theory, for which Grice maxims are used. The mentioned stylistic device is used to help
us reveal the relationships between the characters in the play. In addition to this theory, this paper
will also show the ideology and social structure which is echoed in the language of the play. To
achieve this goal, a selected part of the play’s first act will be analyzed in terms of the mentioned
maxims to see how they can reveal feminist notions in the play. In fact, this study means to shed
light on feminism theory as presented by Sara Mills by using Gricean maxims to reveal feminist
notions in the major character of Candida.

Exemplification of Feminism Theory in George Bernard Shaw’s Candida: A Turn-Taking
Analysis
Zahraa Muhsin Afrajy, Dr. Mahmud Reza Ghorban Sabbagh & Dr. Rajabali Askarzadeh
Torghabeh,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

This study aims to explore the use of turn-taking strategies in George Bernard Shaw’s Candida in
order to demonstrate this Shavian play’s feminist notions. To do so, it will rely on the framework
of turn management described by Sacks, Schegloff and Jefferson (1974) as one of the most
fundamental instruments in conversation which has also a close association with power.
According to Sacks et al (1974), all conversation is organized into turns, and these turns form the
basic analytic unit in conversation analysis (Carter and Simpson, 1989). The significance of this
framework in this study is that Shaw’s feminist ideas were greatly reflected in his plays and thus,
turn-taking analysis of his plays can show the way he tried to attribute more power to his female
protagonists. In particular, different ways in which these strategies are employed by the
characters Candida and her husband demonstrate the conflict between them as they try hard to
gain power in the form of interactional control.

The Function of Wilhelm Adler’s Psyche in Saul Bellow’s Seize the Day
Dr. Samira Sasani & Elham Haghrezayee,
Shiraz University, Iran

Saul Bellow’s character, Wilhelm Adler, as an individual possessing mind and psyche shows a
repeating pattern of behavior throughout his life. The recurrence of such experience helps the
reader recognize the unconscious psychic operations, which as a system of belief define his
worldview and his image of himself. The freedom of will which is endowed to him as an
existential man is bound to the schemas existing in his mind and controlling his behavior and his
decision-making. Schemas fight for their own survival and, through different maladaptive coping
strategies, lead Wilhelm to the point which preserves their maintenance and his ultimate defeat.
In this study the researchers have applied Young's theory of Schema Therapy to Bellow's Seize
the Day to show how Wilheln Adler's psyche works.
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How Postmodernism Works in Kurt Vonnegut's Slaughterhouse-Five
Dr. Samira Sasani & Fatereh Nemati,
Shiraz University, Iran

This paper attempts to analyze Kurt Vonnegut's novel, Slaughterhouse-Five, or The Children’s
Crusade: A Duty Dance with Death thorough Postmodernist point of view, as one of the seminal
American literary canons. As an example of a postmodernist novel, Slaughterhouse-Five
embodies some elements that are identified as essential to postmodernist literary works such as, a
mixture of genres, death of the author, fragmentation, death of the modernist subject, sense of
time, metafiction, stream of consciousness narration, self-reflexivity, parody, intertextuality, and
loss of the real. In order to scrutinize these features, the ideas proposed by Ronald Barthes,
William H. Gass, Robert Scholes, Linda Hutcheon, Vladimir Nabokov, Julia Kristeva, and Jean
Baudrillard are employed in this study. In the introductory part, the paper talks briefly about the
history of postmodernism; the rest of the paper is divided into different parts, each devoted to one
of the characteristics of postmodernism. Employing the critics' ideas, the researchers try to depict
how postmodernism works in the Novel.

A Study of Schema Theory in Sidney Kingsley’s Detective Story
Lubna Zuhair AlHakeem, Dr. Mahmoud Reza Sabbagh & Dr. Zohreh Taebi Noghondari,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

Cognitive stylistics which is an area of stylistics in which interest has grown significantly over
the last decade. It focuses essentially on schema theory which is a key idea within cognitive
stylistics that derives primarily from psychology and artificial intelligence. The present essay
selects a play named Detective Story written by the American dramatist Sidney Kingsley. The
study will analyze the main character McLeod who is a New York City police detective, and his
behaviors using Culpeper’s model of schema theory. Chosen scenes in the play will be presented
and analyzed by applying schema concept on the main character. This study aims to show the
role of schema theory in understanding the main character. The findings of study show that most
often McLeod’s character and behaviors violate our familiar schema of a police officer. But any
violation is definitely intended by the author to pass messages to the readers. The present study
examines the consequences of such schematic violations in development of the character.

Needs Analysis of Iranian Intermediate EFL Learners: Four Skills in Focus
Samane Naderi & Laleh Ghasvarian Jahromi,

University of Applied Science and Technology & Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
This study aimed at investigating of Iranian intermediate EFL learners’ needs to improve four
skills of language (reading, writing, speaking and listening). The researcher tried to elicit the
parts in which EFL learners face some difficulties. For this purpose, 40 intermediate EFL
learners, 20 males and 20 females, 12 ELT teachers, 6 males and 6 females were selected as the
participants. Two need analysis questionnaires, one for learners and another for teachers were
design by the researcher which validated and their reliabilities by using Cronbach’s Alpha were
calculated to be 0.731 and 0.694 respectively. The results of the learner’s questionnaire revealed
that speaking and reading respectively are considered more important than writing and listening,
also listening is considered the skill in which the learners have most problems. Analyzing
teachers’ questionnaires, it was found that teachers expect their students to use speaking skill
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more than other skills and also they believe that learners have the most difficulties in speaking
among four skills. In addition, the difficulties which learners face in each of four skills were
investigated in this study. The findings can be beneficial for teachers, EFL learners, curriculum
developers and material designers to find the problematic areas of each skills for EFL learners.

Investigating Emotional Intelligence of Monolingual and Bilingual Teachers
Naeime Bagheri, Dr. Mitra Zeraatpishe & Dr. Purya Baghaei,
Mashhad Branch, Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran

The goal of the present research is to study the Comparison between bilinguals' and
monolinguals' emotional intelligence of teachers. The research community is teachers who work
in English Institutes of Mashhad city as bilingual and teachers who work in governmental school
as monolingual. The statistical sample includes 144 teachers who were selected based on
convenient sampling procedure and data was gathered by using the emotional intelligence
questionnaire of Bar-On (2004) . The data were analyzed by One-way analysis of variance. The
results show significant difference in emotional intelligence between two groups of monolingual
and bilingual teachers (P<.05). The result also showed the higher level of interpersonal and
adaptability by the bilingual group that might be related to the learning second language in this
group. The results of the present study confirm that the bilingual teachers were superior in
emotional intelligences than monolingual teachers. The implications of the findings and
directions for future empirical research are discussed briefly.

Technology in EFL: Iranian Teachers’ Perception towards Animoto in Classes

Dr. Hossain Khodabakhshzadeh, Sara Kazemi & Bahman Kazemi,
Torbat-e-Heydariyeh Branch, Islamic Azad University, Iran
Nowadays technology and its effects on teaching are widely discussed around the world and
different researchers have shown interest in this field. Various types of web- base tools have been
introduced and employed in ELT to foster language learning and enhance interaction. Therefore,
the purposes of the present study are to introduce Animoto as a web tool and application that can
be utilized in language classes for teaching objectives and to know the Iranian EFL teachers’
perception towards it. To collect the required data, 40 EFL teachers teaching at schools and
private English institutes were randomly selected and their attitudes were investigated through
semi- structured interviews. The participants were sent an informative text about Animoto via
telegram and e- mail and then were asked to talk about their ideas about its effects in language
classes. The qualitative data was later analyzed by means of content analysis and the results
revealed that the majority of Iranian EFL teachers have a positive view towards the use of this
web- based tool in their classes. However, some concerns were shared by the teachers about the
application of this tool in language classes. It is believed that technology use is one of the ways
of increasing effective teaching and learning.
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Effectiveness of Explicit Instruction of Cohesive Devices on Iranian EFL Learners' Writing
Development
Hossein Kargar Behbahani, Dr. Ali Akbar Jabbari & Amir Hamed Dolatabadi Farahani,
Yazd University, Yazd University & Payame Noor University, Arak Branch, Iran

The present study aims to investigate the effect of explicit instruction of cohesion and coherence
on Iranian EFL learners' writing development. Cohesion and coherence are both important
concepts which cover a large number of discourse features of texts that need to be mastered by
language learners. The aim, then, is to determine whether the students' writing ability would be
improved when teachers explicitly teach these ideas in their classes. In order to achieve the aims,
the descriptive methodology has been used. The sample has been randomly chosen from students
of English at university level. The results of the Independent-sample T-tests administered showed
that for both males and females, the explicit group outperformed the control group and also the
higher the proficiency of learners, the better their writing ability. The implication of the study is
that ESL/EFL teachers can implement explicit instruction of cohesion and coherence to better
teach their students how to write a coherent piece of discourse.

The Role of Humor in Iranian EFL Students’ Reading Comprehension & Vocabulary
Knowledge
Dr. Fatemeh Behjat & Mohammad Ali Zahiri Doost,
Abadeh Branch, Islamic Azad University, Abadeh, Iran

In every community, people believe that using humor can help people to have a good relationship
with others and be more relaxed in different situations. This research was an attempt to explore a
new way by which students and people can get interested in reading English texts. One of the
main objectives of this study was to explore if telling and reading jokes in English can help
students improve their reading comprehension. It is also an attempt to find out the possible role
of humor in the enhancement of EFL learners' vocabulary knowledge. The participants of this
study were 50 young students of English as a foreign language. They were at the intermediate
level at the time of treatment. This sample was selected based on random sampling technique
from among one hundred participants. Tests of vocabulary and reading comprehension were used
as the instruments. This study was held over a period of in 12 sessions, two sessions in a week for
each group. The pretest aimed at testing the students’ background knowledge of reading
comprehension and vocabulary knowledge level. Humor was used from the fourth week of the
treatment procedure for the experimental group. At the end, it was concluded that humor and
jokes have a positive effect on learners' reading comprehension and vocabulary knowledge. It is
hoped that this research can help teachers to use more humor in teaching English.

Exploring Politeness/ Impoliteness Theory in Sidney Kingsley’s Detective Story
Lubna Zuhair AlHakeem, Dr. Mahmoud Sabbagh & Dr. Zohreh Taebi Noghondari,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran

This article focuses on politeness/ impoliteness theory proposed by Brown and Levinson (1987)
which is based on the concept of face. The conception of face contains two related components or
desires which are negative face and positive face. Additionally, this study will apply the theory
on chosen excerpts taken from the American Play Detective Story written by Sidney Kingsley in
1949. The study explains when and where we have Face threatening act and what does it indicate
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or what is its significance. The findings of this study will show that all characters in the play are
acting politely, except for Detective McLeod who keeps using face threatening acts. We can infer
that his impoliteness and cruel character is because of his sense of control and disinterest in the
principles of due process. The important point is that being a police detective and the indulgence
in law practice led McLeod to ignore even the good manner of normal people.

Investigating the Iranian University Students’ Attitude towards English as a Foreign
Language across Different Majors and Genders
Mohamad Reza Ahani, Dr. Masoume Shakibafar & Dr. Ardeshir Danesh,
Department of English Language Teaching, Boroujerd Branch, Islamic Azad University, [ran

This study examined the Iranian university students' attitudes towards learning English as foreign
language. The relationship between the learners' gender and field of study with their attitudes was
investigated. 130 university students studying: Nursing, Engineering, and Psychology received a
questionnaire as a measuring instrument. A 45-item questionnaire adapted from "The Beliefs
about Language Learning Questionnaire" Boonrangsri (2004) and "Attitude and Motivation Test
Battery (AMTB)" designed by Gardner (1985) were employed as measuring instruments. The
participants were adopted to answer all the 45 items in 30 minutes. The items were put in a 5-
point Likert scale. The participants were selected using availability non-random sampling
technique. The results showed that the overall mean score of English language attitude among the
participants was 3.58 and standard deviation was 0.56. The independent samples t-test was
carried out to explore the differences in the participants’ attitude towards English language
learning across gender. The results of ANOVA test showed that there was no significant
difference between male and female university students in this regard. But there was a significant
difference attitude toward learn English across majors, regard this; mechanic students had higher
attitude rather than Nursing and Psychology students.

Meeting the Silence: Revisiting Kierkegaard's Fear and Trembling in the Light of Rumi's
Mystical Epistemology
Abolfazl Ahangari Ahangarkolaei & Zahra Meshkani,

Shiraz University, Iran
The modern world's most distinctive achievements -modernization and new sciences- despite all
the privileges they've brought with them, have deprived us of many genuine experiences
touchable during the premodern world. Many philosophers, thus, have attempted to critique the
modern world's foundation through their own unique philosophical, social and political
worldviews; Marx, Nietzsche, Heidegger and Kierkegaard are among the most significant figures
in this field. A 19th century Danish theologian and philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard, deliberates
the individual nature of faith experience to criticize modernity: how it is relegated by doubt.
Kierkegaard points out that "silence" is the only possible consequence of faith experience which
is contaminated by Words. Akin to what Kierkegaard argues are the discussions made by Islamic
philosophers, mystics and theologians, since long ago, asserting the importance of silence and
faith experience among whom Mowlana Jalaleddin Rumi stands at the summit. This paper aims
to reiterate Kierkergaard's understanding and narration of experience of silence, as mentioned in
his Fear and Trembling, through Rumi's mystical epistemology. Eventually, the comparative
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study of these two figures will guide us to a deeper understanding of the latent notions behind
Kierkegaard's narrations.

Comparing the Perceptions of Native and Non-Native Iranian Researchers about Discourse
Markers in Written Texts
Samira Atefi Boroujeni & Dr. Katayoon Afzali,
Sheikhbahaee University, Iran

While the research study has recently focused on Discourse Markers (DMs) in discourse analysis
of speech, their study in written text has been quite scare. Given the significance of Discourse
Markers (DMs) especially in writing research papers, this research study aimed to examine the
perceptions of Iranian researchers about the uses of DMs in their writings. An adapted version of
the survey originally developed by Fung (2011) was used to gather the required data. The
answers given to the survey by 10 Iranian writers were compared to those of 10 native writers.
The results indicated that all the Iranian researchers attached less importance to the role of DMs
as compared with native researchers. Moreover, the Iranian researchers noted that they were not
instructed about the importance of DMs and asked for including instructions on DMs in writing
courses, assessment programs and workshops. The present study can have implications for
language policy makers, curriculum developers, and test developers.

Conceptual Metaphor of “Sea” in Kalam-i Khamoush of Mowlana
Mojgan Mehrparvar,
Kharazmi University, Iran

Cognitive linguistics has made a great change in the realm of metaphor during three recent
decades. According to cognitive studies, metaphors play a central role in human’s cognition.
Lakoff and Johnson believe that ontological and structural metaphors form conceptual metaphors.
In this study, ontological and structural metaphors of the word “sea” from “Kalami Khamoush”
were investigated. “Kalami Khamoush” is a selection of some ghazals of “Divan-i1 Shams Tabriz”
and has been printed in Farsi facing English translation. In Mowlana’s speech, the word “sea” is
the main key for entering the poet’s world. Mowlana states his deepest experiences through the
word “sea”. He embodies his idea about human, world, and their relationship through this word
and its related images. Those ghazals which contained the word “sea” were selected in both Farsi
and English; Farsi and English couplets were analyzed and the data related to “sea” and its
images such as foam, fish ...were collected using separate tables for Farsi and English couplets.
Through image cluster of “sea”, some mystical meanings such as soul, love, gnostic world, divine
mysteries, and beauty can be derived. Based on the collected data, ontological metaphors such as
fana (self-annihilation), truth, essence of mystic and ... were derived from English translations.
Consequently, some structural metaphors related to these ontological metaphors can be extracted.
Several studies of conceptual metaphors have been done before, but in this study matter of
translation has been taken into consideration. However, conceptual metaphors are influenced by
cultural and social issues of the society.
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Forget the Past; A Derridian Reading of Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Buried Giant
Hamideh Vesalifallah
South-Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

The aim of this article is to deconstruct Kazuo Ishiguro’s novel The Buried Giant in order to
explore the notion of forgiveness and its influence on a certain group of people, here, an old
couple in their eighties. The novel has these octogenarians as its heroes, going through a journey.
Although the novel explicitly emphasizes on the concept of forgetting, implicitly it tries to say
that it is forgiving that they are dealing with. Aspects of deconstruction, noted by Jacques Derrida
provide a theoretical framework for this article. In his work on forgiveness, Derrida asserts that
Forgiveness is paradoxical and we must always go against common assumptions in trying to
comprehend what happens within the act. Thus he attempts to rationally account for an act, which
exceeds any final rational accountability. As Derrida has his attention on the ethical themes, this
study will work on the theme of responsibility to the others as well, to show that responsibility is
associated with a behavior publicly and rationally justifiable by general principles, and come to
this conclusion that the only way to avoid the forgetfulness is by thinking about the Others and
being responsible toward the Others.

Double Consciousness in Langston Hughes' ""Cross"

Dr. Sayyed Rahim Moosavinia & Mohammad Hassan Saeedavi,
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
One of the consequences of colonialism is the issue of miscegenation that has led to W. E. B. Du
Bois' "Double Consciousness" of many intellectuals including the speaker of "Cross". Double
Consciousness makes for a condition in which the intellectual stands at the border of two
cultures. This condition is very apparent in the lines and the tone of the speaker of "Cross".
Langston Hughes illustrates this duality of being neither white nor black, as a result of
miscegenation, very artistically in this poem. This paper aims to study the intellectual Double
Consciousness of the speaker in the final couplet "I wonder where I'm gonna die, / Being neither
white nor black?" of the poem "Cross". Due to the miscegenation and the resulting Double
Consciousness, the speaker cannot determine which culture to adapt. Therefore, he cannot obtain
a consistent individuality.

A Quest for Recognition: Hegelian and Lacanian Master-Slave Dialectic in Shelly’s
Frankenstein
Abolfazl Ahangari Ahangarkolaei & Tayebe Gholipouri,
Shiraz University & Semnan University, [ran
The two concepts of freedom and identity are among the keywords in humanities and social
sciences which attracted the attention of almost every philosopher and theorist throughout
history. Each of them revisited the concepts according to her/his Weltanschauung. Among all, G.
W. F. Hegel- German idealist philosopher- is one of the most influential theorists famous for his
heavily complicated definitions of these two concepts. His master-slave dialectic is one of the
most renown examples regarding freedom and identity, which through the irreducibly locked
reciprocal relationship, the identity of each of the two sides is formed. Following Hegel, Jacque
Lacan -the contemporary French philosopher and psychoanalyst- returned to Hegel, striving to
reconsider the terms and definitions in order to develop his own psychoanalytical theories. He
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borrowed the master-slave dialectic and shaped it in a totally different form. The 19th century
British novelist, Mary Shelly, in her worldly acclaimed novel entitled Frankenstein, illustrates the
mutual relationship between Victor and his handmade creature which could be analyzed through
the lens of Hegelian and Lacanian master-slave dialectic. This paper aims to highlight the
presence of both Lacanian and Hegelian master-slave dialectic in Frankenstein and further, to
conclude how the historical assumption of such relationships is distorted: the master is no longer
a master, but a slavish being dependent to the slave. The discussion, eventually, would guide not
only to a better understanding of the novel, but also to a comprehension of the functioning
process of the modern man’s psychological structure.

Comparing the Effects of Repetition and Metalinguistic Corrective Feedback on Iranian
EFL Learners’ Writing
Faezeh Valimonsef, Dr. Ali Gholami Mehrdad & Dr. Seyed Dariush Ahmadi,
Hamedan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Hamedan, Iran

Writing is one of the most difficult skills to master for the second/foreign language(SL/FL)
learners; therefore, a number of strategies have been suggested to develop SL/FL learners' writing
performance. Among them, corrective feedback has been given much attention in the last
decades. While there are different kinds of corrective feedback, this study worked on two types of
corrective feedback called metalinguistic feedback and repetition feedback. In so doing, a quasi-
experimental design was adopted with a group of 40 intermediate students who were singled out
from 55 participants who were selected through convenience sampling at Marefat Language
Institute in Hamedan, Iran. Participants were homogenized based on their performance on Oxford
Placement Test (OPT). Then a sample of Test of Written English (TWE) was administered as the
pre-test and the participants were assigned to two experimental groups. One group was given
repetition feedback on their writing and the other group was given metalinguistic feedback. After
treatments, all of the participants were given another sample of TWE as the post-test. The
students' writing performance were analysed based on the collected data from the two tests which
were analysed and compared through analysis of covariance (ANCOVA). The results indicated
that there was no difference between the effect of using metalinguistic feedback and repetition
feedback on Iranian EFL learners' writing performance.

Imagined Educational Community of M.A. Students of TEFL
Forough Jannati Jahromi & Dr. Fatemeh Nemati,
Persian Gulf University, Iran
The growing number of learners aspiring to master English as an international language that
provides a gateway to join the world of science, business, and technology in the globalization era
has been also influential in building expectations in the applicants of higher education in
language teaching. This study investigates the imagined community that M.A. students of
Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL) have envisaged before starting their higher
education. Eight TEFL MA students having one-semester experience of studying TEFL and just
starting their second semester were interviewed to explore their views about the educational
imagined community before attending the program as compared to the real situation they have
encountered. The content analysis of interviews revealed that their current experiences were far
from their idealized syllabus and job and their images of professors and self-images remained
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unfulfilled in the realistic situations. They expected to face more practical and innovative
teaching methods, especially those that integrated technological advances in teaching process
given the rapid development of CALL. They shared the ideal that their imagined community
should equip them with enough resources to join the wider language teacher community that
requires them to be both up-to-date in modern ways and knowledgeable in their profession.
Attending to the imagined educational communities of students who study for a specialization
helps higher education policymakers to choose the best educational route for them and give them
opportunities to act in their desired way, eventually resulting in the education of more
enthusiastic committed trainees.

The Role of Grammatical Cohesive Ties in EFL Reading Comprehension of Iranian
Students
Dr. Ali Rostampour,
Farhangian University, Iran

This study had a two-fold objective. First, it tried to investigate the role of grammatical cohesive
ties (reference, substitution and ellipsis) in reading comprehension of Iranian EFL learners.
Second, it made an attempt to find the relation of these cohesive ties to the language proficiency
of the subjects. To achieve such a goal, 128 subjects were randomly selected from among 300
students with almost the same socio-educational and age characteristics enrolled in English
courses at Arak Azad University. Using a Nelson Quickcheck Test, the subjects were divided into
four groups of Low and High levels (Control and Experimental). Then the original reading
comprehension text with cohesive ties and the revised version of it with the full\altered form of
the cohesive ties were administered to them in one session. When the data of the experiment were
collected, a 2*2 Factorial Design (ANOVA) was used. The results revealed that the grammatical
cohesive ties affected EFL reading comprehension and had a positive correlation with the
students’ language proficiency.

Out of Place: The Creation of Edward
Batul Musavi,
Shiraz University, Iran
Edward Said completed “Out of Place: A memoire” in 1999. He unfolds his story against the
backdrop of World War II, Palestinian diaspora, and other historical events that affected his life
in Palestine, Cairo, Lebanon, and the United States. When Said’s memoire was published, it was
immediately measured against the rest of his oeuvre, and was consequently placed in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict, thus averting attention to the fictive elements and literary significance of the
book. In this research, Out of Place is regarded from the perspective of postcolonial theories Said
has proposed, to examine the forces that gradually shape the main character of the narrative:
Edward. Out of Place’s Edward is not simply a character who is shaped in different social and
political environments; he is also the narrator of a story in which he narrates the process of the
creation of an identity which he admits is a “cluster of flowing currents”. Knowing “Edward the
narrator” and “the character” may, in fact, give us the opportunity to have a better understanding
of “Edward the writer” and the complexities of his theoretical writings. Out of Place’s “Edward”
vacillates between two Edwards: one who is consistently being molded by the critical and often
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harsh disciplinarian manner of his parents and the scornful treatment of his foreign school deans,
the other who is desperately trying to liberate himself from both shaping powers.

Students’ Identity and Classroom Discourse: Teacher’s Narrating Events

Saeedeh Esmae’li & Dr. Katayoon Afzali,
Sheikhbahaee University, Iran
In the context of universities, teachers are obliged to obey strict curricula and rigid teaching
practices while they face high linguistic and cultural diversity among their students. To be fair
and to do justice, teachers should use equitable teaching methods in their classroom which could
be affected by teachers’ understanding of students’ identities. This study aims to investigate how
teachers make sense of students’ identities and how this understanding influences the teachers’
instructional decisions. The paper reports on a case study which seeks to analyze a case of an
English teacher who employed narrating events to reflect on and report critical incidents with her
colleagues in order to understand her students’ identities. The participant teacher and her
colleagues reflected retrospectively and introspectively on the narrated critical incidents for 5
sessions. The analysis of the narrations and reflections revealed that as the teacher engaged in the
practice of narrating events and discourse analysis, she began to shift her view about learners’
identity from passive learners to agentive learners, and so she changed her instructional decisions
from traditional teaching to dialogic teaching. This study has implications for teacher training and
teacher development.

Investigating Iranian Students’ Expectations on the Role of Teachers’ Scaffolding in
Translation Tasks

Mona Fadaei Heidari & Dr. Maryam Niami,

Parand Branch, Islamic Azad University, Iran
This study aims at investigating the role of teachers’ scaffolding in translation of Iranian students
and finding their expectations in this respect. The participants of this study were 60 Iranian
students studying at BA level majoring in translation studies. They were homogenized by an
Oxford Placement Test and divided in two groups, namely an experimental and a control group.
They received a pretest to find their proficiency level in translation and a questionnaire to find
their beliefs and perceptions regarding error correction practice and strategies. The result of the
pretest were compared to find out the possible effects of scaffolding on translation of Iranian
students and can add a precious literature to the studies which have been conducted to find a new
way to teach translation students and make their education a sound training system and can be a
powerful literature in scaffolding and translation education. Research showed that scaffolding can
be used as a model for assisting teachers with building language and comprehension skills with
ELLs during translation instruction. Moreover, students showed a positive response to
scaffolding which was used in translation classes.
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Persian Types of Contract and Their English Equivalents in Law Dictionary by Ahmad
Shahvari
Aisan Malekara & Dr. Reza Hosseini Baghanam,
Tabriz Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

One of the dictionaries, which in translating legal texts one may refer to, is Dictionary of Law
(Persian to English) by Ahmad Shahvari, PhD in International Law from Catholic University
Leuven of Brussels. This dictionary’s Preface is written by Bahman Keshavarz, a famous figure
in the field of Law. This dictionary and dictionaries like this are valid references and hardly one
may doubt about the appropriateness of the equivalents written in these dictionaries. As providing
such huge volumes without mistake is impossible, this research is conducted to check the
equivalents and possible mistakes. In order to analyze the equivalents in this dictionary, the group
of terms related to contract and contract types are selected. Domestication and foreignization are
the strategies used by researchers to see whether selected terms are domesticated or foreignized.
To analyze these terms, some source books are needed. One in which the Contract Types are
selected is Dictionary of Law by Ahmad Shahvari. The other is Legal Terminology by Dr.
Langroudi as a Persian to Persian source and the last one Black’s Law Dictionary to have
knowledge of English concept. In this research, the researchers want to clarify whether the
equivalents are domesticated or foreignized, according to which procedure the equivalents are
provided and the equivalents are appropriate or not.

Materialism and Inhumanity in Bertold Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children
Aylin Haezi,
South Branch, Islamic Azad University, Iran

Bertold Brecht (1898 — 1956) was undoubtedly one of the most important figures in epic theater
in 1920s, when the world was experiencing political, social, and artistic turbulences. His plays
were characterized with a sort of rationalism that played with the mind of the audience rather
than his heart. In his works, he dealt with a range of issues such as war, crime, murder, violence
and many other problems that he saw people suffer from, which were reflected in his
masterpiece, Mother Courage and Her Children. The present study is an attempt to explore
Brecht’s masterpiece, Mother Courage and Her Children, in terms of materialism and people’s
concerns with business while abandoning their sense of humanity in the wartime. In this regard,
Mother Courage is the major character whose materialistic actions drive the story forward and
her wagon is the center of the play. The nature of Mother Courage’s materialism and what
shapes her materialistic attitude are examined in this paper. In is argued here that Mother
Courage and other people in the play are highly affected by brutalism and utilitarianism of the
war and have to struggle for their survival by doing trades that benefit their own life. However,
based on Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of the habitus, it is shown that people make the war continue
by acting out in brutal and utilitarian way and reproduce rules set by the war.
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The Postmodern Concept of Death in Micheal Cunningham's The Hours

Bahare Aarabi & Mahsa Khadivi,
North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran & Karaj Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Karaj, Iran
In postmodernism, death is brought to the foreground, as if it is the topic sentence of the story
and all the other notions are the supporting ones. This paper attempts to scrutinize the
postmodernist aspects of death motif in a death-stricken, postmodern novel, The Hours. The
whole novel is haunted by the image of an impending death, which overshadows all the other
elements. The story consists of three narratives which follow three women, Virginia Woolf,
Laura Brown, and Clarissa Vaughan through one day in their lives. Each of these narratives is
affluent with the notion of death. In postmodernism, there is no fixed boundary between life and
death. Instead, the two worlds merge with each other. Actually, the suicidal characters are felt
strongly whole through the rest of the novel and their absence is never felt. Also, according to
McHale, in Postmodernist Fiction, self-reflective texts like The Hours are inevitably about death,
because they are about ontological differences and the transgression of ontological boundaries.
Through an ontological shift, the alien realm of the dead is introduced to the familiar world of the
novel. Besides, McHale states that inability to write means death. The writers in the novel, the
fictional Virginia Woolf and Richard Brown, are not creative anymore; therefore, they are dead.
As a matter of fact, in postmodernism, death is no longer expected to close the story or the life
book of a character, but rather something that offers a potential for new narratives or ontological
levels.

Comparing the Processes of Learning English as a Second and Foreign Language
Dr. Forugh Shushtaryzadeh,
Imam Khomeini International University, Iran

As previous researches have illustrated, adults who are learning English structures (e.g. Wh-
questions) as a second language display some transitional forms or “interlanguage”.
Interlanguage demonstrates a) systematic and non-systematic variations; b) similar orders and
sequences. Considering the results of the previous studies, the present study aims to examine the
processes of learning English Wh-questions by the Persian speaking adults in an EFL setting to
find out the probable similarities and/or differences between the language learning processes in a
natural and an institutional setting. To attain this goal, data was collected through two types of
questionnaires from 250 Persian high school and college students who were learning English as a
foreign language. The questionnaires were developed on the basis of the information gained from
observation, interview and pretest. The first questionnaire contained 40 declarative English
sentences that were to be changed into English interrogative sentences, and the second
questionnaire contained four Persian negative-interrogative sentences which needed to be
translated into their equivalent forms in English. The results of this study have indicated that the
Persian students learning English Wh-questions show similar transitional forms with the features
which are analogous to what observed in the adults learning English Wh-questions as a second
language, i.e. systematic and non-systematic variations, and similar orders and sequences. These
findings have led to this conclusion that English structures can be learned through almost similar
mental processes; either it is learned as a second language or as a foreign language.
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Implicit Methodological Techniques in TBL Classes
Leila Naami,
Damavand Branch, Islamic Azad University, Iran

The purpose of this article is to measure the effectiveness of teachers’ oral feedback in task-based
instructional group. The researcher tried to demonstrate that how teacher’s interactive oral
feedback can internalize language learning assist the students to reassess their production and
give them a plan to complete the tasks. The concentration of this research is on implicit
methodological techniques. The quasi-experimental design consisted of a total 75 female Iranian
intermediate EFL learners divided into three groups, namely: A) recast, B) clarification request,
C) control. The treatment groups (A and B) received implicit methodological feedback, on errors
for English present progressive tense. The results of 4 sessions intervention revealed that both
recast and clarification request groups significantly displayed higher accuracy. the whole The
implication of findings are discussed and recommendations are provided for helping students
successfully aware of new L2 forms and produce them.

The Effect of Motivation Orientation on English Language Learning among Medical
Sciences Students
Marzie Mohammad Zadeh & Dr. Sedigheh Abbasnasab Sardareh,
Bandar Abbas Branch, Islamic Azad University, Bandar Abbas, Iran

Motivation appears as one of the most vital elements in the field of education, especially in the
context of learning English as a foreign language (EFL). This study sought to investigate the
motivational orientations of medical undergraduate students of Shiraz University towards learning
English. In addition, it intended to examine different motivation factors to find out which factors
had greater influence among medical students in Shiraz University. A hundred participants were
asked to fill up the survey questionnaire to determine their motivation orientations toward learning
English. The study adopted Dorneyi's motivation questionnaire, a survey scale has been
constructed to measure students’ motivation, to collect data and uses a descriptive analysis to
demonstrate the results and Quick Oxford Placement Test (QPT) was used for comparing the
students’ English level. Their answers were processed and quantified using SPSS 21. The findings
of the study revealed that medical students of Shiraz University were highly motivated towards
learning English. Also, the results demonstrated that they were more instrumentally motivated
(4456 = 0.98) to learn EFL. This type of motivation was followed closely by integrative
motivation category scores (4.136 £1.03). In addition, factors such as career, travel, higher grades
and teacher, motivated medical students towards learning English.

The Effect of Using Learning Portfolio on Translation Competence Development of
Translation Students
Mohammad Shadkani, Iran
The application of learning portfolio is a way to cultivate student-learning experiences and to turn
teaching-based educational systems into learning-based educational models. So, this approach
has contributed to a paradigm shift from teaching to learning. In order to investigate the efficacy
of portfolio method in enhancing translation competence of students, the current study was done.
28 translation students were selected as the participants of the study. They were selected, with the
help of the Nelson proficiency test, out of 37 translation students. Having administered the
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Nelson proficiency test, these 28 students were accommodated in to two experimental and control
groups. The latter followed the routine procedure and experienced the prevalent traditional
teaching and learning tools. Learning portfolio, on the other hand, was introduced to the
experimental group and they were asked to make a portfolio to keep their translation tasks. To
find out the difference between the control group and the experimental one, the researcher
administered a pretest of translation before the treatment and a post test of translation after the
treatment and tried to find out if the two groups were different. The students’ translation tasks
prior to and following the treatment were assessed based on Beeby’s (2000) model of translation
assessment rubrics. Data analysis based on the results of the posttest, showed that experimental
group outperformed control group with regards to the dependent variable of the study, the
translation competence of the translation students.

Using Funny Activities to Teach Simple Past Tense to Iranian EFL Learners
Dr. Kamran Janfeshan (Department of English Language, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Kermanshah) & Sahar Nami (Department of English Language, Karaj Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Karaj), Iran

Using funny activities help learners to find what to learn and be eager to learn better. Funny
activities for learning grammar motivate and encourage learners for finding their problem in
grammar. The purpose of this study was to investigate the impact of Funny Activities to teach
English simple past tense to Iranian EFL learners. To begin with, an Oxford Placement Test was
administered to a research population (N=80), then based on the scores of the test students were
assigned to two homogenized groups: an experimental Group (N=15) and control group (N=15).
Afterwards, the experimental group received funny activities treatment, while the control group
received the traditional treatment. In the end the post-test was administered to both groups. The
result of statistical data analysis revealed that funny activities were statistically more significant
and effective than traditional method. Then it is suggested that English teachers become familiar
with these types of funny activities to use in the classroom to help their students to learn
grammatical concepts more effectively.

The Students Perception of Different Consciousness-Raising Grammatical Tasks Across
Proficiency Levels

Sahar Nami (Department of English Language, Karaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Karaj) &

Dr. Kamran Janfeshan (Department of English Language, Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad

University, Kermanshah), Iran

This study was an attempt to investigate the EFL students’ perception of different consciousness—
raising grammatical tasks across proficiency levels (pre-intermediate, intermediate, advanced).
Based on the purpose of the study 30 female EFL learners in 3 levels from were randomly
selected. 10 participants were pre-intermediate, 10 participants were intermediate, 10 participants
were advanced. The present research attempted to know which method that is to say
consciousness raising CR tasks or traditional method was more comprehensible for participants
to learn grammar. This study was descriptive, the results of the qualitative part of the present
research was investigated through questionnaire. Task evaluation questionnaire developed and
validated by Mohamed (2004) was used to know the students' perception of consciousness raising
tasks from three levels. The results indicated that learners had positive perceptions towards CR
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tasks as a means for learning of English grammar this study revealed that CR is a more effective
means of improving learners' grammar than traditional approach (PPP). The finding in this study
also showed that most of students agreed with consciousness raising tasks because they believed
that whatever is learned by themselves can be stuck in mind for a longer time.

Investigating the Relationship between Iranian EFL Teachers’ Motivation and Job
Satisfaction Level in Schools

Dr. Kamran Janfeshan & Mohammad Mahdi Pourarian,
Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kermanshah, Iran

Motivation and job satisfaction are very essential to the continuing growth of educational systems
around the world. The overall aim of this study was to investigate the relationship between EFL
teachers” motivation and job satisfaction in high schools. To fulfill these aims 72 EFL teachers
from all government high schools and secondary schools in urban area were selected. Among the
selected teachers twenty-five were male and forty-seven were female teachers. The samples in
this study had different educational background, years of experience, gender, and age. Two
structured questionnaires were employed to evaluate teachers’ job satisfaction and motivation in
this research. The Minnesota Satisfaction Questionnaire consisted of 20 factors was used to
measure the job satisfaction, and the Teachers Motivation Questionnaire (TMQ) consisted of 49
factors was used to measure the motivation. The results of the study revealed that there was a
positive relationship between EFL teachers' motivation and their job satisfaction in schools.
Furthermore, according to these finding it can be concluded that all these demographic variables
such as gender, age, and experience affect both on teachers® motivation and job satisfaction.

The Effect of Narrative Writing on Retention of Grammar Tenses among Intermediate
Language Learners
Mohammad Mahdi Pourarian & Dr. Kamran Janfeshan,
Kermanshah Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kermanshah, Iran
There has been a dispute for many years over how to teach grammar effectively. However, it is
observed that in spite of teaching grammar so extensively, students are unable to produce
grammatically correct sentences. One of the difficult grammatical areas for ESL/EFL students to
master is the English verb tense-aspect system. Narrative writing can be used to teach time
tenses. The present study aims to investigate the impact of using narrative writing on the
retention of time tenses among Iranian intermediate EFL learners. The study also investigated the
role of gender in the grammar tenses retention of language learners. 80 intermediate language
learners from four language institutes took part in this study. They were divided into an
experimental group and control group. During the treatment, the experimental group received
instruction on English tenses through presenting narratives and practicing narrative essays.
Meanwhile, the control group learned time tenses through explicit grammar instruction. The
instruments of the study were an Oxford Placement Test and a grammar test used as the pretest
and the posttest. Results of the study showed that using narrative writing had a significant effect
on the retention of time tenses among intermediate EFL learners in language institutes. However,
gender did not have a significant effect on the retention of grammar tenses among the participant
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of the study. Findings of the study had implications for teachers, students, materials developers
and policy makers.

The Effect of Listening Comprehension Strategies Awareness on Iranian Female
Intermediate EFL Learners’ Listening Comprehension Ability

Samansa Azadegan & Dr. Mojtaba Maghsoudi,

Shokouh Institute & Farhangian University, Iran
As the listening comprehension skill is one of the most essential skills in any languages, the
present researchers attempted to probe the probable problems that Iranian EFL learners may
come across with while they are learning English. Therefore 40 female English learners from
Shokouh English Institute were randomly selected. Through administrating the NELSON English
language proficiency test, listening comprehension strategies questionnaire and listening
comprehension test, this study was carried out. Statistical analysis indicated that there is a
significant relationship between Iranian EFL learners’ awareness of listening comprehension
strategies and their capability in English listening comprehension. That is, the more they were
aware of the mentioned strategies, the better listening comprehension ability they had.

The Impact of Teaching Vocabulary through Semantic Mapping on Iranian EFL Learners’
Overall Vocabulary Achievement
Eslam Poor Malek, Leila Soori & Darush Vahab Moghadam,
Payame Noor University, Bushehr Branch, Payame Noor University, Rasht Branch & Shiraz
Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shiraz, Iran

Vocabulary is an inseparable part of any language learning process. It would be impossible to
learn a language without vocabulary. Most of the studies conducted on the use of SM for
vocabulary development advocate the use of SM as a pre- and post-reading strategy. The present
study was designed to investigate the effect of semantic mapping strategy, one memory strategy,
on Iranian EFL learners' vocabulary learning. The researcher attempted to compare the impacts of
teaching through semantic mapping on the experimental group in comparison to the control
group, where students were taught the meaning of new vocabulary items through traditional
approach .The following conclusions can be drawn from this study: vocabulary instruction should
be given a high priority in teaching English as a foreign language since it is the cornerstone of
communication, vocabulary instruction is a complicated process which requires careful planning
by teachers and active participation by students. Learners need tasks and strategies to help them
organize their mental lexicon by building networks of associations — the more the better.
Vocabulary should be taught in contexts and integrated with the other language skills. Teaching
vocabulary in isolation or via wordlists is fruitless.

The Feedback of Manned Management on Portfolio Map for Elementary Schoolers,
Impacting Its Validity and Reliability
Fatima Savaedi, Mostafa Kanani & Ahmad Roozbeh Poor,
Islamic Azad University, Islamic Azad University & Amin Police University, Iran
Different teachers have different ways to teach, each of which has different instruction. This
experimental study observed how to teach by use of manned managed portfolio map. A Child is
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born with billions of neurons in the brain. Learning happens when these neurons relate to each
other. Every day a child loses some of these neurons. It is important to use this sensitive period.
Teachers believe that a manned managed portfolio map is like the brain nerves in shape and this
similarity makes an unforgettable visual effect on mind, the authors used this idea to consolidate
learning in their learners’ minds by the help of manned management. This study was built on
offering a descriptive-analytical account of their translation. Although there were many studies
on but, no study had focused on effect of this figure on kids, such as this accessible one. To
conduct the study, 44 samples, aging 9-11 were assigned to two populations of 22 learners. After
offering initial input, the authors had the first group called A received this treatment they
proposed, while B continued without it. A pre-test was taken to measure their knowledge and to
be put partial-randomly in two classes according to their scores and a post-test at the end to
measure the result. Measures were taken of this treatment using in the first group and findings
compared with the second group. The investigation left proof of benefit at authors’ hands.
Searching attitude, they measured reliability and validity of this mind nerve tributaries!

Investigating the Relationship of Triple Play Plus and Vocabulary Learning: Does Software

Help Language Learners?

Pargol Riaziat,

Najafabad University, Iran
This study aimed at investigating the effects of using triple play plus English software on
vocabulary learning among Iranian pre-intermediate EFL learners and the difference between
male and female learners. To this end, 40 Iranian male and female pre-intermediate EFL learners
whose ages were between 8 and 11 years old participated in the study. The participants were
randomly assigned to two equal groups of control and experimental and each group contained
equal number of male and female learners. Before performing the treatment, the participants’
vocabulary knowledge was assessed by administering a pretest. Triple Play Plus (TPP) software
was used for teaching vocabulary to the participants of the experimental group while the
participants of the group were taught by traditional methods. The results revealed that there was a
significant difference between the mean scores of the participants on the posttest and the scores
of the participants in the experimental group were better. However, there was not a significant
difference between female and male learners. The results of the study may offer practical
implications for English teaching, vocabulary teaching, and curriculum development.

On Addressing Discursive Coherence and Topicality in the Medical Discourse of
Schizophrenia
Ali Bahadoran-Baghbaderani, Dr. Katayoon Afzali & Dr. Mohammad Hassan Tahririan,
Sheikhbahaee University, Iran
This study aims at comparing and contrasting the patterns of coherence that identify putative
dyadic co-regulation between a patient and his psychiatrist when the patient is first admitted to a
psychiatric ward at Shahid Ayatollah Modarres Hospital in Isfahan for treatment of paranoid
schizophrenia with acute exacerbation and the normal (non-communication-disordered) talk
exchanged when he is discharged after a 21-day hospital stay. The purpose of this study is
twofold. Initially, it looks at how the interactants synergically constitute denotative meaning and
at how discourse coherence is attained or crumbles away. Next, it looks at how interactants
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impart metamessages for what is arising at that instant, and how the paranoid schizophrenic case
coherently indicates and evaluates the fabric of discourse in both interviews. Existing research
employs frame analysis to demystify what activity is being acted out and how interactants mean
what they say. This study exploits topic analysis to detect what a patient does when he
participates and contributes in the final interview on the day of discharge or when he verbally
withdraws himself from conversational topic (diagnostic interview) on the day of admission. The
findings in this study unravel that schizophrenia discourse, albeit incoherent on the substratum of
topicality/focality, can be unitary on another substratum (i.e., frame). Furthermore, it delineates
how the patient coherently invokes various frames of talk and rightly appraises the discourse
event in which he finds himself. This dialogic study has ramifications for the inherent power
disparity between the doctor and the patient in today's medical milieux.

The Reflection of Water Resource Management Policies in the News: A Critical Discourse
Analysis
Dr. Hadi Arezoumandi,
Farhangian University, Iran
This study was mainly concerned with corpus analysis of the news gathered from Tehran Times,
an international English newspaper of Iran, in 2017 regarding the officials commenting in water
resource management issues in Iran. A corpus of 15 (above 3000 words) news pieces selected
according to the content and topic was analyzed. The news were classified under officials'
concern, their criticism the past and current plans and calling for attention, and their
hopelessness. All in all, the news shows a dark hopeless future of water resource in Iran.

The Effect of One-way and Two-way Jigsaw Reading Activities on the Writing

Performance of Iranian EFL Learners
Hosna Rasooyar & Dr. Fariba Rahimi,
Shahrekord Branch, Islamic Azad University, Shahrekord, Iran
Writing is viewed as one of the most important language skills both in L1 and L2 learning. The
purpose of the present study was to investigate the impact of one way and two-way jigsaw
reading activities on the writing performance of Iranian EFL learners. The participants of this
study were 90 students at the intermediate level of proficiency, studying English in three intact
classes. They were homogenized prior to the administration of the treatment through a PET
proficiency test. Following that, a writing pretest was given to the three groups. Next, the two
experimental groups received one way and two-way jigsaw reading activities while the control
group did not receive such a treatment and followed the conventional method of instruction based
on the syllabus set by the institute. The length of the treatment was ten sessions and each session
was 90 minutes. At the end of the treatment, the participants were given a writing posttest, the
scores of which were used to address the research questions. The results of the statistical analyses
indicated that the two-way tasks were significantly more effective on the writing performance of
the participants.
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Analyzing Fate in Greek Dramas Concentration on Works of Sophocles and Aeschylus
Saleh Hagshenas,

University of Guilan, Iran
The word ‘fate’ has been one of the oldest concepts dominating the minds of all philosophers and
thinkers with different interpretations. Given that ancient Greece played a leading role as a center
of art and philosophy, the meaning of fate became an undetectable part in people’s belief. This
article follows a descriptive and analytical method and in the beginning takes a look at the
philosophers’ idea about fate. Afterwards, the meaning of fate in tragedies of Aeschylus and
Sophocles is surveyed. At last, the trilogies of these two playwrights as well as the characteristics
of Gods and heroes in their tragedies are addressed. The basic goal of this essay is to identify the
source of God’s will in the mentioned tragedies. Although in ancient Greece ideology, Gods are
the ruler of universe who dominate human being and his life, tragedy is a ground of conflicts of
wills (from God’s side or hero’s side) revealing actions and reactions in the field of fate believed
to be a mysterious and powerful force controlling even Gods.

EFL Learners’ Culture and their Motivation and Reading comprehension: A Case of
Iranian Intermediate Language Learners
Motahare Abbasi,
West Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

The present study aimed at investigating the impact of the integration of EFL learners’ culture in
reading comprehension syllabus on increasing their motivation in general and integrative and
instrumental motivation in particular. In doing so, 40 intermediate language learners who were
learning English at Shokouh language institute in Tehran were selected. They were selected in
two stages. At first, among the language learners who attended Shokouh language institute, 40
were selected based on their scores on the placement test. Then, they were divided into two intact
classes. Due to the nature of the study, a Time Series research design was used. At first, reading
test 1 and motivation questionnaire were administered to the participants. Then the two intact
classes received eight passages about Iranian culture for eight subsequent weeks. Right after the
first 8 weeks, reading question two and motivation questionnaire were administered Next, the
treatment nature changed and the two intact groups received eight reading passages about the
culture of English speaking countries. Right after the treatment was over, the third reading test
and motivation questionnaire were administered. The data of all the tests were finally analyzed
through descriptive statistics and repeated measures ANOVA. The results of the study showed
that EFL learners’ motivation can affect the EFL learners’ reading achievement, EFL teachers
and material developers to select reading passages, which include learners’ cultural issues. An
important factor (EFL learners’ culture) is assumed to have great influence in learning English as
a foreign language. Identifying the sources which lead to instrumental and integrative motivations
that inspire EFL Iranian students to join English language classes and to attain higher levels of
English proficiency has both theoretical and practical significance and practical implications for
EFL teachers, learners, and material developers.
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The Effect of Using Intercultural TV Advertisements on EFL Learners’ Classroom Climate

Samira Tirnaz & Dr. Mehry Haddad Narafshan,
Kerman Branch, Islamic Azad University, Kerman, Iran
The current mixed methods study investigated whether the provision of intercultural TV
advertisements have a positive impact on classroom climate in the EFL context of Iran. To
address this issue, two intact classes were assigned to control and experimental group, each
containing thirty-seven students. This quasi experimental study was implemented on the pre-test-
post-test equivalentgroup design. The results of a pre-test indicated that the participants of the
two groups were homogenous with regard to their proficiency level and classroom climate.
Quantitative data was collected using Fraser, McRobbie and fisher (1996) What Is Happening In
This Class questionnaire (WIHICQ) before and after intercultural TV ad implementation.
Coupled with the quantitative data, a semi-structured interview was designed for the aim of
qualitative data collection to elicit more information about the effectiveness of ICTA
implementation. Descriptive and inferential analyses of the collected data, over a four-month
period, revealed that the use of intercultural TV ads appears to provide a significant improvement
in the classroom climate for the experimental group but not for the control group, having said
that, using TV advertisements as an authentic material at class can prompt students to experience
differing viewpoints, thoughts and feelings in a healthy comfortable classroom climate.
Moreover, the current study following Lave (1990) situated learning demonstrated that TV ads
with attractive content within realistic contexts and authentic settings affected the classroom
climate and encouraged a more creative and healthy environment since the students learned to
accept and respect differences, and work with and support the classmates who held different
beliefs and behaviors.

Towards the Theory of Comparative Literature: From West to the Arab World

Bager Safi Aziz Alboshur, Dr. Azra Ghandeharion* (Corresponding author) & Vahideh Sayedi,
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Iran
Comparative literature refers to the multinational study of literature, and infers the analysis of
literature through comparison as its main means. This field is a method which can be applied in
the study of literature in two ways: first, gaining knowledge and utilizing other disciplines for the
study of literature and second, the inclusion of the Other, be that a marginal literature in its
several meanings of marginality, a genre, various text types, etc. It may also facilitate the cross-
cultural and interdisciplinary study of literature. In fact, comparison is a necessity in many fields,
including literary studies, where the globalization has stimulated comparative analysis of
literature and culture on a vast scale. Thus, comparative literature will satisfy the desire of
scholars to study literature beyond national limits. The purpose of this study is to determine how
different literatures may share similar features especially American and Arab literature. The
process of comparison is a usual function of the literature. Hence, the study of literature is always
comparative. To reach this purpose, the present article will first introduce different schools of
comparative literature; then, the main theorists of this field will be discussed concisely in west
and east. Then, to focus on the study of the "Other", we elaborate on the theory of
intersectionality. As an example, we bring William Faulkner and Yusuf Idris as the subject of
our scrutiny.
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Challenges and Issues of Language Use between Monolingual and Multilingual Societies
Halimeh mohammad mahmoudil & Ahdi Hassan,
Young Researchers and Elite club, Qeshm Branch, Islamic Azad University & CEO of
PLCorproa, Iran & Pakistan

Language and society are correlated with each other. The existence of society without language is
not possible. Using language between societies confronted with multiple challenges and issues.
The basic purpose of the paper is to investigate those challenges and issues which we are facing
while using language between monolingual and multilingual societies. Theory of sociolinguistic
is used in order to explore those challenges and problems. The research methodology for the
paper is based on descriptive qualitative research. The research paper sum up with a call for the
development of a framework within which to comprehend those issues and challenges and then to
implement proper strategies and policies in order to deal with it.

The Allegorical Implications of James Joyce’s A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man
Parisa Hamidizadeh & Yazdan Mahmoudi,
Osmania University & Shahid Beheshti University, India & Iran

There have been many studies and critical analyses of Jams Joyce’s enduring masterpiece,
emphasizing the biographical and autobiographical nature of A Portrait of an Artist as a Young
Man and its relation to the world in which Joyce himself lived. Considering this, it is also
significant to refer to the novel’s relation to the philosophy of literature, which is especially more
highlighted in the last chapter when Stephen explains his aesthetic philosophy. Having followed
these hints, the present essay intends to give an allegorical analysis to James Joyce’s novel so as
to reveal an allegorical chronology within the structure of the Joyce’s text. Indeed, by giving a
detailed scrutiny to the phases of Stephen Dedalus’s development, his surrounding events and his
interaction with religion and religious principles in the novel, it will be uncovered that the
dynamic character of Stephen can be viewed as the symbol of the historical incidents which
occurred to English literature in its relation to religion.

The Difference of Learning of English Verbs and Singular Third Person Pronoun in the
South of Iran
Aliasghar Khosravi, Yazdan Mahmoudi & Parisa Hamidizadeh,
Osmania University, Shahid Beheshti University & Osmania University, India & Iran
As a teacher in an Iranian language institute with English medium for education as ESL, the
hardest part of learning English for an Iranian native Farsi language speaker is singular third
person pronoun and verbs. There are many other problems with teaching as well, but subjects
(third party) and verbs as two elements of formulation of making a short meaningful sentence in a
language are the most difficult parts of English language for both monolingual and bilingual
Iranian learners to cope with. Third party or third person in English language is divided into three
parts of masculine, feminine and neutral while in Farsi and Qashqai Turkish (a type of Turkish
spoken in the west and the southwest of Iran) there is one word to refer to the third person. Also
verbs, their structures and... are difficult to learn in Farsi language when even the location of
verb is different in two languages and also in Qashqai where the location is same with English.
The study evaluates reasons of these difficulties. As the purpose of this study, two groups of
monolingual and bilingual (native speakers with Farsi and Qashqai-Farsi language as their
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mother tongues) students have been tested. Alongside interviewed and findings evaluated that
there are differences among them, they have the same difficulties in learning verbs and third
person subject in a sentence. Then, tested materials were thought in their native language and
they showed a remarkable success in learning verbs and singular third person pronoun.

The Issue of Race in Post-Colonial African American Poetry: A Study of Selected Poems by

Gwendolyn Brooks
Dr. Sahar Abdul Ameer Haraj & Hassan Abdul Ameer,
Al-Qadisyiah University, Iraq
Among the widely known African American poets is Gwendolyn Brooks (1917-2000) who is
well-known for devoting her poetry to her people and their cause. Writing at an early age, Brooks
decided to make her poetry an expression of the very experiences as well as the places she lived
in. Doing so, she tried to make the issues of the blacks, and racism among these issues, focused
upon and consequently their own national project clearly protested against. Similar to the African
American poets, especially those who witnessed the sixties of the twentieth century, Brooks
presented poetry that aims at self-preservation and acceptance in the places where they have been
rejected, in the society. Therefore, her poetry was a protest against their, the blacks, being labeled
as secondary in the society due to their skin, or race or even their color. Her poetry was a call for
equality, freedom, and brotherhood as well. To achieve this aim, Brooks used her poetry as a
means of highlighting the issues of the blacks to the world and to the blacks themselves so that
the blacks are going to be able to gain awareness about themselves, their heritage and their value
in this world. Consequently, Brooks dedicated her poetry to the precise description of the lives of
the blacks reflecting their poverty and the bad conditions they lived in, for they used to live in
ghettos. Within such ghettos they experienced poverty, racism as well as subjugation. Therefore,
the blacks are to suffer due to their color and such suffering is because of the political as well as
racial segregation.

Comparative Study of Love, Politics, and Circle through Examining the "Compass"
Metaphor in John Donne's "A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning!" and Hafiz's "sonnet
193"

Dr. Hossein Aliakbari Harehdasht & Ameneh Zare,

Persian Gulf University, [ran
Hafiz and Donne are both acknowledged as outstanding practitioners of the concept of love in
their own era and culture. The multilayered implications of the universal theme of love and its
relation to the two poets' historical, cultural as well as political contexts have encouraged the
present comparative study of Donne's "A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning" and Hafiz's
"sonnet193." The study is based on the hypothesis that the most dominant feature of Donne's love
sonnets is the unity of sense and sensibility, the congruity of reason and passion, whereas in the
poems of Hafiz one can witness disjunction and incongruity between love and reason. Despite the
varieties of techniques which were used by the two poets to explain the concept of love, both of
them moved beyond the surface meaning of love and attempted to reflect the political conflicts of
their time in the above mentioned poems. This research, therefore, aims at investigating how
Hafiz and Donne have used the "compass" as a figure of speech not only to concretize their
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notion of love but also to express the symbolic significance of the circular movement of that
instrument and to criticize the political conflicts of their time.

Raising Awareness of Collocation in an Iranian EFL Classroom and Its Impact on Their
Reading Comprehension Ability
Fateme Moradian Fard Juneghani,
University of Isfahan, Iran

This study aimed at investigating the effect of collocation awareness on reading comprehension
among Iranian fourth-grade students. Sixty female students were selected from among 92 fourth-
grade students. After administering the Nelson Proficiency Test, 30 students whose score range
fell one standard deviation above the mean were selected as intermediate-level students and 30
students whose score range fell one standard deviation below the mean as low-level students and
were divided into two groups; each group consisted of 15 students at intermediate-level and 15 at
low-level of proficiency respectively (including a control group and an experimental group).
Firstly, a pretest was administered for both groups, then the experimental group received the
collocation awareness treatment for reading passages of Fourth-grade Book 1. Then, a posttest on
reading comprehension was administered for both groups and finally a T-test was conducted on
scores of the experimental and the control group. The results showed that the treatment had
positive effects on the scores of the experimental group, i.e., collocation awareness instruction
could facilitate reading comprehension.

The Attitudes of English Teachers towards Reading Comprehension Problems of Iranian

Arab EFL High School Students
Dr. Sedigheh Vahdat, Dr. Zohre G. Shooshtari & Abbas Cheldawi,
Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz, Iran
Reading skill is regarded as a means of effective communication in first, second and foreign
language learning context. EFL learners reading ability requires a sufficient knowledge of
vocabulary, ability in scanning and skimming and prediction of meaning of the text. This study
was carried out to identify the reading problems of Iranian Arab high school students in their
English course from the teachers' perspective. A questionnaire of 23 items in three categories was
given to 40 Iranian EFL teachers of Dasht-E-Azadegn (located in Khuzestan Province of Iran)
high schools. Also, two interviews were conducted with 10 of English teachers and 11 students
respectively. The collected data was analyzed through SPSS. After computing the percentage and
frequency of the three main categories, the findings indicated that the respondents were of the
opinion that Iranian Arab high school students encountered problems in vocabulary, scanning and
skimming and prediction of text meaning. The teachers also believed that the assigned English
course books and the devoted time for teaching them play significant role in creating the
mentioned reading problems. The students related the problems to their "weak base", insufficient
dictation practice and little knowledge about reading strategies. The results of this study can be
useful for EFL teachers in improving their lesson plans for EFL reading instruction. Also the
findings can be helpful as a means for exploring the role of high school English books in the
reading problems.
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CHRONOPSYCHOLOGIE ET APPRENTISSAGE DU FRANCAIS LANGUE
ETRANGERE. Variations journaliéres de I’attention dans ’apprentissage du francais chez
les étudiants étrangers en France et en Irak
Dr. Ahlam Neamah Lafta,

Al Mustansiriyah université, Irak
La dimension psychologique et cognitive du langage, montre bien I’intérét a 1’é¢tudier d’un point
de vue chronopsychologique. Cette étude démontre 1’existence des variations journalieres des
performances attentionnelles et langagiéres chez les étrangers apprenant le frangais et appréhende
l'impact du cadre géographique et du temps d’apprentissage sur cette évolution journaliere. Deux
¢tudes sont menées: 1’'une en France (99 apprenants) et I’autre en Irak (33 apprenants), sur deux
périodes (semestres 1 et 2). Ces ¢étudiants, répartis selon le niveau de maitrise la langue
(débutants, intermédiaires et avancés), sont, soumis a des épreuves d’attention (barrage de
nombres) et a des épreuves langagicres (épreuves écrites), a 4 moments différents de la journée.
Les résultats indiquent que les performances attentionnelles et langagicres varient différemment
selon le moment de la journée, le niveau des apprenants et le pays d’origine. Les débutants
présente une tendance plus forte des performances langagic¢res que les intermédiaires et les
avancés, tandis que les avancés sont beaucoup plus forts en performances attentionnelles. En
début d’apprentissage les performances attentionnelles et langagiéres fluctuent au cours de la
journée, alors qu’en fin d’apprentissage elles restent stables. Les variations des performances
attentionnelles en France sont supérieures a celles de leurs homologues en Irak. Ainsi, les
moments propices pour un meilleur apprentissage permettront de saisir I’importance de la

dimension chronopsychologique dans I’apprentissage d’une langue étrangére.
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