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Identifying The Selection Criteria Which Are
Employed To Choose Applicant Companies In
Incubator Centers (Incubator Center of Ferdowsi
University of Mashhad)

Abstract

Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SME) have a pivotal role in innovation and
employment promotion, however developing their activities are contingent upon Incubator
Centers’ supports. One of the most essential practice in incubator centers is selection
process. Despite the importance of the selection process, for the reason that the incubator
centers idea and their activities are novel in Iran, few research projects have studied the
selection criteria in Iran’s incubator centers. The present study aims at identifying the
selection criteria which are employed to choose applicant companies in incubator centers.
To achieve the purpose, qualitative method have been used by deep interviews. This is
accomplished by interviewing with 22 managements, experts, successful and unsuccessful
executives from incubator center of Ferdowsi University of Mashhad. The participants were
selected by employing snowball sampling. Interviews scrutinized by qualitative content
analysis and consequently 39 selection criteria were identified which these criteria were
classified as 8 categories consist of individual characteristics, basic idea, working group,
market and finance aspects, strategy, environment and submission of educational
documents.

Keywords: Selection Criteria, Selection Process, Incubator Center, Content Analysis.
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