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Ordovician coprolites of the Shirgesht Formation, South of Kuh-e-Bonorg
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Abstract

For a long time ago, the Shirghest Formation in Kalmard block has been known for its low grade phosphate deposits.
However, the source of these phosphate was questionable and unknown. In this research, phosphate grains of this formation
have been studied and attributed to microcorporates for the first time. Coprolites (feces fossil) are valuable sources to extract
the nutrition data of the producer organisms, indicates components of the diet, feeding behavior, structure of the
gastrointestinal tract, the diversity of the biota, predator— prey or plant—animal relationships, and indirectly the environment
in which the bearer lived. The coprolites derived from the Shirghest Formation are morphologically divided into three cluster,
interconnected and cylindrical and in this respect, have similarities with the previously reported forms from the Cambrian
succession of China.
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