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Iranian sheep and goat status past, present and future perspectives

Reza Valizadeh!"

Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Azadi squire, Mashhad, Iran (valizadeh@um.ac.ir)

Abstract

Sheep and goats are among the first domesticated herbivores in the Iranian plateau. In addition to various sheep
and goat breeds, the ancestors of these animals still are alive in Iran. More than 50% of the total country animal
units and 5.81% of the world sheep and goat population are Iranian sheep and goats. In spite of the relative growth
of sheep and goat populations worldwide, the population of these ruminants in Iran has been declined in recent
decades. World sheep and goat population growth in the decade of 2006-2016 was + 0.68% and + 1.62%,
respectively. The same coefficients for Iranian sheep and goats during this decade were 1.85% and 2.84%,
respectively. These significant declines in the country sheep and goat sector are unlike the Iranian cattle population
which has been increased by +2.05% more than the world average of + 0.67% during the same period. The decline
in sheep and goat population and reduction of red meat production in the country as its consequent can be due to
various reasons. Lack of governmental subsidies, rangeland destructions, rising prices of different inputs,
especially feedstuffs, small size of the livestock farmers and the low productivity of existing sheep and goats can
be explained as the main reasons for the decrease of sheep and goat population in Iran. To improve this sector,
there is a need to revise the planning and organization of the sheep and goat breeding sector and focus on issues
such as allocating effective subsidies, providing sustainable inputs such as feeds, drugs, and equipment, providing
cheap bank loans, improving genetic and reproductive performances of the animals, improving the production
management, and applying an advanced and suitable knowledge and technology transferred are required.

Key words; Sheep, goat, growth rate, rangeland, Challenge
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