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Morphometric and meristic characteristics of the Blackspotted rubberlips
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Abstract

The Blackspotted rubberlips (Plectorhinchus gaterinus) from the family Haemulidae,
inhabited in coral regions of the West Indian Ocean. The aim of this study was to describe the
morphometric and meristic characteristics for Plectorhinchus gaterinus in the Gulf of Makran
and Persian Gulf. In the present study 18 specimens of P. gaterinus were collected in April
2017 by gillnet. In this study, 29 morphological characters, consisting of 23 morphometric
using 0.01 mm digital caliper and seven meristic characters by stereo microscope were
examined. The total length was in the range of 319.5 to 331.9 mm and the standard length in
266.7 to 285.6 mm, respectively. The meristic counts include 13 dorsal fin spines, 19-20
dorsal fin soft rays, three anal fin spines, seven anal fin soft rays, 58-60 lateral line scales,
25-26 gill rakers.
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