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In Memoriam

—_~

Sayyed Mohammad Dabirsiyaqi (24 February 1920-8 October 2018)
Educator, Writer, Editor, and Scholar of Classical Persian Literature

From Qazvin to Tus: A Personal Memoir

The name of Dr. Sayyed Mohammad Dabisiygi has lingered in my mind ever since
the day I came to know books, and began to read the poetry of Manuchehri and Farrokhi
and memorize their long gasidas in my youth. OF course, in those years I was studying
in the corner of some county in south Khorasan. I never could have imagined that, one
day, I would become a colleague and confidant of the owner of that name: how could I
ever think myself deserving of his special friendship, kindness, and affection? Some time
later, when I could use dictionarics and would sce the Zoghat al-Fors and the Anandrij
in the libraries, onc again the name of Dabirsiyaqi shone ous; lets say that I still didn’t
understand the phrase “through the cfforts of” (be ehtemim) very well.

Years passed, and my path took me to the Dehkhods Lexicon Institute in Tehran. If
am not mistaken, it was in that very Institute that I first saw that open face and high
forehead. I had gone to the Institute to obtain the volumes of the Loghat-ndmeh when
I saw, written on the back of the door to the Deputy Office of the Laghat-nameh, “Dr.
Sayyed Mohammad Dabirsiyaqi.” I went inside on some pretext and said *hello”; with
¢his, a bond of friendship, initiated by the one side, was firmly established between us.
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