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Abstract

Purpose of the study

The aim of the present study is to survey the role of mothers in information literacy of their children (5-7
years of age) in preschool of Ashtain (city), Islamic republic of Iran.

Research objectives: The present study has the following seven research objectives

1. To explore IL skills of the pupils in the selected preschools of Ashtain, Islamic republic of Iran . 2. To
analyze the role of mothers in the pupils’ information behavior and IL skills. 3.To propose an IL model
based on findings

Research Questions: The following research questions will help in achieving these research objectives:

» What are the IL skills in preschools of Ashtain, Islamic republic of Iran?

» How are mothers applying IL skills for their children?

* To what extent are children able to apply what they have learnt in the classroom?

Methodology

There are many approaches to qualitative research. For the present study four research methods were
considered. According to the nature of the study phenomenology, phenomenography, grounded theory and
case study methods were taken into account. This study adopted a social constructivist stance (which is
often combined with an interpretive approach) to investigate these IL skills.

Data Collection Methods

The data for the present study was collected from multiple sources: interviews, focus groups, analysis of
related documents, pictures, task based activities and observation. For the present study the data was
gathered from mothers through interviews, from school children through focus groups and task based
activities. Also observation method and field notes were used to supplement other findings. Also related
documents for example curriculum, classroom worksheets and pictures were analyzed to see holistic
picture of the situation.

Findings: In total 27 mothers’ interviews, 27 children’ interviews and 9 Focus groups of 3 Children were
conducted from selected preschools. The findings revealed that there was no IL in preschools of Ashtain,
Islamic republic of Iran. It emerged that the mothers had no role in IL instruction and they were not aware
of this concept except five educated mother. Additionally, the results of six activity based tasks which
were conducted after focus groups to assess children’s IL skills revealed that children had limited
exposure to a variety of information sources. They ranked their mothers, fathers, elder brother/sisters and
sources (books and internet) used by them as very high.

Keywords: Mothers, Information Literacy, Preschool Children, Ashtian, Islamic Republic of Iran

. PhD student, Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Islamic Azad University, Hamedan Branch, Iran\
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Abstract
Objective: The aim of the present study was to investigate the relationship between working mothers' parenting
styles and their teenage children's level of emotional intelligence.
Method: To this aim, 120 mothers working as school teachers or university instructors were asked to fill out the
Baumrind Parenting Styles Inventory (PSI). All these mothers had a teenage child of 13-19 years of age. Schutte's
emotional intelligence questionnaire (SSRI) was used to assess the children's emotional intelligence.
Findings: The results demonstrated a significantly negative relationship between the authoritarian parenting style
and children's emotional intelligence (p<.05). However, no significant relationship was found between the
authoritative and permissive parenting styles with emotional intelligence, respectively (p> .05).
Keywords: Parenting style, Mother, Working, Teenage child, Emotional intelligence
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