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Abstract

The goal of this study is to examine the pattern of using social networks among youths in the city
of Mashhad. The theories employed in this study are discussed in two sections entitled as the
theories of technology acceptance and media theories. The former includes the theory of
technology propagation, reasoned action, planned behavior, analysis of planned behavior,
Technology Acceptance Model (TAMI), Secondary Technology Acceptance Model (TAM?2)
and integrative model of technology acceptance. The media theory of include uses and
gratifications theory, dependency theory and the theory the public sphere.

This is a descriptive study with a survey design and a self-administered questionnaire has been
employed for data collection. The study population consists of youths in the city of Mashhad and
the sample size was determined by Cochran formula (n=384). The samples were selected using
multi-stage sample method.

The findings are presented in two parts: descriptive and inferential statistics. The most important
descriptive findings show that Telegram and Instagram are the most popular virtual social
networks used by the youths. With regard to the preferred time of usage, more than half of the
respondents tended to use social networks between 18 and 24. Visiting pages to like and dislike
posts and comments of others, searching and sharing content were the main activities performed
by users.

One key reason for using social networks is to foster relationships with current friends with the
majority of respondents preferring to stay connected with their real friends in the virtual world as
well. The results of statistical analyses in the inferential section of the study revealed that the
patterns of using social networking varied between students and non-students, men and women
and people with different levels of education.

Key terms: pattern of use of social networks, youths, Mashhad



