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Manizheh Sadri

Islamic Azad University

Taher Babaei
Ferdowsi University of Mashhad

Safavids slave-breeding organization and its relation to the similar
organization of mamluk sultanate and Ottoman

Abstract

After the establishment and stability of the Safavids (1501- 1763 AD) by Turk troops and
Persian bureaucrats, arised competition between these two groups to increase their
authority. Therefore, Safavids disturbed the balance of power between these two main
forces by reducing the authority of Turk troops. This process took place by the creation of
a non-native force, called Ghulam or Ghol/ Kul. This policy had been experienced
previously by the Mamluk Sultanate and Ottomans and had increased their power. The
non-native groups — that most of them were georgians — had become the most loyal group
of the Safavids and had religious, military and professional trainings. In the court section,

they were trained to work in the court workshops and in the military section, they were
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equipped with modern weapons. Creation of this new force has been considered an
imitation of the Mamluke Sultanate and Ottomans. Relying on the reports from Persian,
Turkish and Arabic sources, this research first, investigates the main goals of the
establishment and the employment of this non-native groups by the Safavids. Second, this
research, studies the resources from which the slaves were collected and the methods by
which they were trained. Finally, as the third contribution, this research compares the
aforementioned resources and methods with the Slave-Breeding system of the Mamluk
Sultanate and Ottomans. All these studies are based on the main sources of the three
governments. Despite the many similarities in most aspects, the results of this study has
shown that the adaptation of the Safavid’s slave system from the Mamluk and Ottomans

was an unplanned, irregular and unorganized action.
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