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Abstract

Mulla Sadra, in accordance with his distinctive philosophical methodology, presents varying accounts of the notions of
fana’ (annihilation) and baga’ (permanence) in different parts of his works. He considers the Divine Names and
Attributes as permanent through the permanence of God Himself, whereas the intellects and the intelligible realm
(Glam a[ffaq[) are described at times as enduring through divine preservation (ba?qi bi ibqa” a[f[iaqq), and more
frequently as enduring through divine permanence (b.igi bi baqa?’ a[f[iaqq). According to Mulla Sadra, the human souls
after departing from the material world sustain by means of divine preservation and attain true permanence (baqa"bi’/»
[laqq) once they realize an authentically divine mode of being. Like other philosophers, he repeatedly characterizes the
natural world as transient ([azuj, given its features of temporality, change, and motion. However, drawing upon the
collective insights of the transcendent philosophers and the mystics—and based on such metaphysical principles as the
primacy of existence (asalat a/»Wujlic[), the simplicity of existence (basatat a/»Wuj&d), and the interpretation of causality
in terms of divine manifestation (taja//i)—it can be concluded that all beings and every level of existence endure
through the divine permanence of the Almighty. In this perspective, the notion of annihilation is ultimately
meaningless, and even permanence through preservation loses its significance, for every existent subsists directly
through the eternal reality of God.
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