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Abstract

The Qom Formation in the Central Iran Basin (C.1.B.) has a wide frequency and diversity of large hyaline benthic foraminifera
(L.B.F.) that allow correlation between these deposits and standard shallow water biozones of the European Basin (SBZ). To age
determining of the Qom Formation and biozones correlation with the standard Oligocene-Miocene biozones of Europe (SBZ
biozones), the Kharzan stratigraphic section, located in the northwest of Ardestan was studied. The presence of Lipidocyclinidae and
Miogypsinidae zone markers in the study deposits, show a good correlation with the SBZ 23 that indicates the Late Oligocene
(Chattian) age. Therefore, it seems that the last Tethyan Seaway transgression in the Ardestan region, occurred in Late Oligocene
(Chattian) and during the Miocene Tethyan Seaway was closed.

Keywords: Large Benthic Foraminifera, Qom Formation, Oligocene, Chattian, Ardestan area.
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