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Introduction:

The word "Ghahreman™ is attributed to a hero who was was the son of Tahmureth and the
successor or minister of Hushang. Comparing this name with the name "Ghahreman" in
Ferdowsi's Shah-nama reveals that the root of his story was an ancient epic myth about Rostam's
ancestor, which can be related to the cycle of Sistani epics. The oldest text of this story is in
Turkish and there are writings in Persian and Kurdish. The existing variants of this work, which,
like Iskandar-nama, is international and is one of the important joint works between Persian and
Turkish, can be divided into three parts:

1- Old Ghahreman-nama in Turkish: From this section, 18 Ottoman Turkish manuscripts have
been identified. These manuscripts include five manuscripts in the National Library of Paris
(written in 928 AH, 955 AH, 1008 AH [Hushangshah-nama], 1038 AH and 1042 AH), three

manuscripts in the Leipzig Library (1126-1127 AH), four manuscripts in the Sarajevo Gazi
Husrev-beg's Library, three manuscripts in the Gotha Library, one manuscript in each of the
Berlin, Vienna, and the Iranian Parliament libraries. In addition to these eighteen manuscripts,
there are three Uzbek-Turkish manuscripts in the Library of Oriental Studies of Tajikistan. The
above 21 versions are not identical. Despite the variety in the style of writing and the details of
the story, in all these manuscripts the name "Tarsus the Wise" is mentioned as the author. The
plot and characters are the same. It is also mentioned that this story has an ancient origin and like
Kelila & Demna was translated from Sanskrit to Pahlavi by the order of the great politician of
the Sassanid era, Bozorgmehr, the minister of Anushirvan, and Tarsusi the Wise translated the
story into Persian. Finally, this work was translated from Persian to Ottoman Turkish.

2- Middle Ghahreman-nama in Persian: The oldest Persian prose of this story is related to two
manuscripts from the twelfth century AH. One is the manuscript of the Berlin Library numbered
1.425 and the other is the manuscript of the Yarodaki Library of Tajikistan numbered 4457. Due
to the old linguistic context and frequent references to "Hakim Tarsus™ as a writer not found in
new works, the high volume of Ottoman Turkish words and homogeneity with Turkish
manuscripts that are two to three centuries older than Persian, this work must be in the Ottoman
period that had been rewritten from the original work of Tarsusi or even a Persian translation of a
Turkish work. So the original Persian work written by Tarsousi is gone.
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3- New Heroography: New Persian transcripts of Middle Persian manuscripts have been made in
the Qajar period, which exist in different forms in the Iranian Libraries (Malek, National Library
and the Parliament), and the first of them was written in 1205 AH. Also, the abbreviated form of
this work has been published in lithography in Iran many times in the last hundred years.

Thus, Ghahreman-nama is a work with deep pre-Islamic roots in Middle Eastern folk literature,
written in Persian in the sixth to eighth centuries by a writer named Hakim Tarsus (probably the
famous Tarsusi of the Darab-nama author), in the ninth century at the height of the Ottoman
literary movement in Turkish. Translated, it has been rewritten in both Turkish and Persian until
the 12th century. In any case, the original text of Tarsusi is definitely no longer available today.
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