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A Postmodern Reading of the Story of Samak-e Ayyar:
Suspesion in Three Foundations of Time, Structure,
and Narrative

Seyed Moteza Hafezi*!, Mehdi Najafzadeh?, Mohadeseh Jazaei?

Abstract

Postmodernism is a revolt against one-dimensional and monophonic beliefs
that do not fit into any particular mind or boundary, and it emerges at any
moment and in any place, embodied in the frame of a work of art. There are
no definite rules and regulations in postmodernism and its characteristics
have not been compiled in a coherent way so far, but there is almost no
doubt about its connection with language. The linguistic conception of
postmodernism makes it possible to make a connection between historical
texts and postmodernism. One of the Iranian stories which seems to be
closely related to postmodern fiction is "Samak-e Ayyar". This research
intends to study and analyze the components of postmodernism in the story
of "Samak-e Ayyar" using narrative analysis of the three foundations of
time, structure, and narrative. The general result of the research shows that
the use of postmodernism in this work is quite obvious, and the components
such as uncertainty at the time of the story, the shakiness of the structural
frameworks due to the elements from other texts and the inner monologues
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of the characters, as well as the blurring boundary between fiction and reality
in this journey can give us a better picture of the story.

Keywords: Samak-e Ayyar; postmodernism; time; structure; narrative.

Introduction:

Postmodernism and its ways of thinking have wide dimensions that
include all aspects of daily life, mentality, and objectivity. This doubts
everything for a moment, and will either lead man to create a new
truth and disarm himself. Postmodernism, as the dominant movement
in the modern age, has affected all areas of modern human life by
emphasizing the multiplicity of reality and truth. Given that the
structure and technique of the postmodern stories are not cohesive and
stagnant, and they break down the accepted structures of the novel,
identifying postmodern novels depends on the frequency of
application of the components that the novelist uses in their work. In
this regard, the three basic elements of time, structure and narrative in
the story of Samak Ayyar can be re-read from a postmodern
perspective, which tries to break down all three to establish a new
genre style. The long and nested story of Samak Ayyar, emphasizing
aspects of modern fiction, shows the prominence of the postmodern
components in this story. Some of the most important features of
postmodern literature, especially in terms of time, structure, and
narrative can be found among the long and drawn-out story lines of
Samak. In this book, the reader is confronted with sub-narratives that
use a set of iconic and symbolic signs to better present the subject or
narrative desired by their creator.

Research Question

The key question of this article is: Can similar components be found
between postmodernism and the story of Samak?
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Literature Review

The story of Samak Ayyar, despite its prominence and importance in
expressing the Iranian customs, culture and writing style, has not been
studied independently. Khaefi and Feizi in an article entitled "Analysis
of the story of Samak Ayyar based on the theory of Vladimir Propp"
(2010), have tried to read the story of Samak Ayyar using Propp's
morphological theory. The authors of this article came to the
conclusion that the story of Samak Ayyar is completely in line with
Propp's model, which is more about fairy tales. Toghyani and Poodeh
in an article entitled "Reflections on the etiquette of the story of
Samak Ayyar" (2017), have tried to study the etiquette of Iranians
with historical sociology, especially in the eyes of the nobles and
kings. Fasnaghari and Jafarpour in an article entitled "Study of the
content style of the epic themes of Samak Ayyar" (2011), have
examined the central character, epic actions and beliefs,
transcendental elements, the style of war in epic and heroic rituals.
Iranmanesh and Hashemi in the article "The method of storytelling in
Samak Ayyar" (2014), discussing the speech of this story, write: Oral
and letter. Monologue is seen in the forms of praise, curse, oath, etc.,
and dialogue also covers topics such as confession, courtship, and
consultation. In this work, time and place are hypothetical and
imaginative, and due to making it more exciting, the narrator attributes
it to distant and mythical lands. Gholamrezaei, in an article entitled
"Discussion on the Stylistics of Samak Ayyar" (2010), tries to show
the important features of the ancient civilization of Iran in the style of
storytelling by highlighting some elements of the story, such as
fantasies, verses, and folk examples.

Methodology

The purpose of the descriptive study is to present a picture of a
phenomenon as it occurred naturally. This may be done by pure
description but may also include normative study and data
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comparison. In implementing a descriptive research design, the
researcher does not manipulate variables or create conditions for
events to occur. In fact, if no observation or analysis was made, the
events that are observed and described would happen. Descriptive
research includes events that have already taken place that may be
related to the present situation.

Results

In this article, considering postmodernism as a situation, an attempt
has been made to answer the question of whether the features of the
postmodern story can be matched with the story of Samak Ayyar. To
find the components of postmodernism in a story, it is not necessary to
have all the components of postmodernism, but what seems important
and necessary is the presence of basic elements in the story that bring
the work closer to the field of postmodernism. In this article, it was
found that the story of Samak Ayyar has some components of
postmodernism such as temporal irregularity, uncertainty, flow of
mind, intertextuality, short circuit, and the narrator's uncertainty.
These features have made it possible to question the three principles of
the story, namely time, structure, and narrative, and to read the story
of Samak Ayyar from a postmodern point of view.
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