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Procedural Principles Ruling the
Utilization of Tigris-Euphrates
River Basin
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Abstract
Procedural Principles Ruling the Utilization of Tigris-Euphrates River Basin
Procedural principles represent a normative framework and play a notable role in
regulating water law. In addition, procedural principles could help in preventing
the occurrence of disputes. Cooperation, evaluation of environmental impacts
and the principle of information and consultation with related countries are the
most important procedural principles. These obligations reflect customary rules
of law and also are specified in many bilateral, multilateral and international
documents. Considering procedural principles together with the practice of
Tigris-Euphrates basin countries illustrates that although the neighbouring
countries are members of multiple international and bilateral agreements and
organs, but in practice the region lacks an effective and sustainable approach
in implementing the procedural obligations, which has been leaded to
negative impacts on substantial obligations such as no harm and equitable and
reasonable utilization.
Keywords: Tigris and Euphrates basin, Procedural Principles, Obligation to
Cooperation, Obligation to Evaluate Environmental Impacts, Obligation to
Information and Consultation
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28 . Euphrates-Tigriiris Initiative for Cooperation (ETIC)

29 . Environmental Impact Evaluation



(seaans H O b )1 s (Glaslor iz Blalae size o Jo-lovgladss ¢ rioman
e P

(S S § (L35 4 M e 1)

g 0l thn Lacdgs sy sl 53 Cnses a5 ¢ ol y 31 o)yl 4 dg
Bsi 0 5omilsiS 206 63Ls oSt el 21 Jool abazil o Ml skl 4 ey y 5
Sl T 030l 38712 83k ¢ a5 55 O gmuilsiS 14 85Le 525 &Ml 17 Juol claly 5
Sl S 6 Ky 8l 53 Pl 3 5m & grmera ot 352t T 830 e Mol
sy A1 b5l 4 bsspn gredl 550 prgatan] g STb ks L Jlad 5l 2L
8L oly (aeml) (63,818 i o

ey 1 il 4 e B st A0a8 51204 53 (6 Sl MOl
A oyl sfmf,xj:,uséu,gec,w\o;,,T,uqfuM‘w@}b;‘u;uéw\,
NEVIENN g 7 f‘fﬂ‘ Blhas 5 Caoy ol Slyla 1y

2 4 s (S g 457 555 n ysloly Ol (S S ade o SIS 48 5
3 e oS m ik ) 387 O o 5 BB (5 015 (slajlus 5| S S ol sl
i S 3)ly Ol (6 805 55587 Ly Jamn 4 3,05 Jla! 48 Sl plos!
1315 oo bl Olgss caalsl 53 . (b 3 yln 3 g g dom 5 B (63 0l 3 ol s LT aS7 ST
OF Alewsas 528" S o™ ol el ) (S e lad 31 S50 s iy b3
(G 3yl Glodas (6 0l 3 oyl coddialgiing Cllad U 4SS asetie Ll e
) ey (3 plondl i on (Soe ot S LS ) 4Bl 534S 3,5 US TG Ol
e %gi) B 6;1*?3‘5 el Olgss (OLls@ s> 3 (6l b4y (ol ajjgi
.(Rashidi etal., 2021) ol 033 dgm5 pl 0393 3,6 » (b

Lol el 03,5 yaniin ) (5 ¢ asmmmons s D31 3518553 pouly O gl S 20
o)l cply3 ) gladalialsd o axils cage 2 deoplys i b uil S S s lgs dile
Sl glpaS as fJL‘ hlasl dacs b ol 48 XI1.2 daliaksd . sl 03,87 g g5
sladaly 51 6 S o8l aie (g Sa Jaoacany 0L sl b)) S
5355 4l LOYE ) S sladu skl 31 a6 SS548T 5 (galasl elos|
Ol sla gl plosil sl 1y 655500 (oalid)lS STpe sloml 45T U7 e p3ka Lot
Sl Jardlygws b sy pl plowsl (glily 53 5 S o 5 T (sl 5 aomatns )
2alialad) LoVE ooy slas SHS" Lo (1 1y O ke 5 2rasss 4 Loy 1o
S| (VI

5 Cust b aS Culg lals b ol slg ol dals b uslaS 1999 Jle cds s

D

A_//%’;:";IZ/.)

Y

Syled oY 55led ) 593
VoY Okt 55l YY ol



e P
VIS
W'%’ﬂf'»é‘x'o@‘é‘,ﬁ

"Wy
Sl S g

Aog> 3l 551050 54
<l )3 9 4.1?.)

b slls hadas b sy b S8 a S WS s 3 Sla i ~Sos
53 @8ly Bos (Vb Ly e S Sls b sl slacVE (50581 Sy i
Gl (o) e 5 Sl aomalan s DI SLol Slaas) gedie 0Ly e L8
b \AJJL ‘Cﬁ.‘_}:’dﬁjé‘ 'L‘"ligs‘ Coon )y ‘@L"}L"") 463\.@3 ‘LS’}"L; “_g)‘-lfg:«w\:.w C)L;JS
3 a3 B 1S ol 33 e 5 (5 S rrmnd SlaLl B 53 |y oo
ol o Olais 63 55,815 45 Sylis 5 Ll (glo sadits LoV b Las e 3
S i 39y 3 ol (a5 VB glyls slacs b 3l pwmman L 55 o ploxs!
oy S Al Bl ST 503 Sty 52 o el 0k el
Al gleen glaysiS
L.:SfLglAJ.MJb}:M:))jlaﬁué\&;qa\f.\sﬁt}budjb 552002 Jlw S 53
aenlons ) DL )l sladul By e 55 ey 55 4 sy o files NNUEE gl
ol slaadlse a Jaadlygs ol 53 TS osldnal (65 )y dass s SU3))
ST ledd wﬁ.}' st??mﬁm.i) CJ‘JS‘ Lsflf«))‘

b a5 U5 4 M P g VY

Sl Loyl s Jdos gy Slrea) ooty S glol e Jhe
Y}w ‘kfti))‘ QLA) S| (()‘J%J‘L;j VJLH &zﬂw‘) 54.’.00}3 LY 49-}3 Lv QMLQJ.{)ML:J:
J=1pe 05 2bosl ol o U§M Lol el (oolgriy S dlad (6l ygmmn yodeo 3 i
e (8l 53 (5 2S5l Madlery Ol AL 3> Soyg 55 b sl 0SBS
2 ‘5‘42...»:}:;” C))LEJ ‘CJL (5‘)" )93 rw).ﬁ g)l.y Sy ) Sl 0);&\:5‘\3 s
oz (a3 James (g3l s K oy 0,580 4 1y B el O gl iS”
Slaotesl ¢ b 3hletor couldl T dga o gy 5 ALS e Ol el 5 g,
S p Sl 55 Jelse ol Obe Jladsl 5 Jad b Soo (b slajbislo b s st
30 . Res VIL16, The Ramsar Convention and impact assessment: strategic, environmental and social,

7th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran,
1971), San José, Costa Rica, 10-18 May 1999, paras 10-12, p2.

31 . Ibid., para 14, p.2. also refer to Resolution VII.18 and Resolution VIIL.19.

32 . Res VIILY9, Guidelines for incorporating biodiversity-related issues into environmental impact as-
sessment legislation and/or processes and in strategic environmental assessment, "Wetlands: water, life,
and culture" 8th Meeting of the Conference of the Contracting Parties to the Convention on Wetlands
(Ramsar, Iran, 1971) Valencia, Spain, 18-26 November 2002, para 10, p.2.

33 . Annex to Res VIIL9, para 1, p.5.




Al roman S 0 I Jalge ol (6 )8 s 5 56 (slaBl elaz] CL,’oj L
S Al B3gdmes 53 5 3yl Slg> Coale s &S (g ﬁ;ﬁ)) Slmeds |y (65,00
S b IS b OF (58T T sl Sl 31 (30 5 18 b 5l (S oS
B3 O granereS 13 g (o &éjf)ljéjiis By G Co Addate 55 9dmes 5o
> ch.» 4 Oy Lol ils o odalie 4B 3151 ey (g5 1y abamDa B 31 ¢ Jhadl ey
s g Y ) bl

355 ol g Jaoma 25330 3148 o 03Y (Sl T 03 Jlozm 3590 )5
ol oY 5 Sl (ST Jaat b3l 4 g (51 5 el ) (sops Sy
S kalS ke 0 SHSS ab 53 (g 28005 Ml Olgs 355 Jlasl blas| fuol oS
Goplp gl Ikl Lus osl Cile 3 S 457 5ls L 45,5
TP ey DU (ol 3l 4 g sl sline el ply s B alls g 556 ke
A8 Suas Aad 350 53 45 &1y 205 iy 55 Olgss ool 0 Ui o3l -l
2558 53 Ly e pde iz g b Jammalany ) (i)l 4 e 828 5 lyma )1y
slgea) 1S Conl a3l (o) Sl g J sl o;xs)jcbﬂj ) O gnnsl 657
Slyoes b gl somn ko il 53 L35 s il 53 ST ol (oo
olgrtg Al 528 5 Conle y am 5 b 5 3500 8 5 ) Jaeaon ) Sl o
o ol 53 (ST Bl Soyg o piman 5 Sy Lo O Jlaz e S
I kalS” (6585 53 oyl (gl 5 157 ey 53 Ol (et (LS asein gl gL
(a5 A 3 pagd e 13 sl 4 slizal 1y 5 a8 SIS lda )
L 5l Cdlan Ol (gl ool Lasl o 53 K HkealS” -plgd 53 oS Lol ol 5 315 (g 3k
Jlo Bt b Jammao s S bl plonil 4 S lulS” dgss 2 )l 3920
Bl dy s 2 ¢ oy Bl gl 4 dgm Lol pte oo (Tl &5
gt 35 003 O g il LBl 0kt onie 0L 3 395940 iy o 8l o ey Slatie
o2 ol 3 gy Malloys Codsins = b o s i 53 oLl ) 3955 (Ml
.\,‘;tga;/.f(\.@h_;lg_:mw);l&u)\@Q};Sg)yp (Jilaeys . sl e g3
oo dlad O Ty 51 o 0585 sgte (53,0 0L 3 & obalgiig Sdlad (sl
Lty atie Codle g e 595 gl a gs OF st 350 0l st (SAOL) 395
(Knox, 2002, 202) <l 035,

Sl 31 (5Kt onilysS 8 5 T sln 355 5 53 Jhallo B O

34 . Certain Activities Carried Out by Nicaragua in the Border Area (Costa Rica v. Nicaragua) and Con-
struction of a Road in Costa Rica along the San Juan River (Nicaragua v. Costa Rica), Judgment, 1.C.J.
Reports 2015, p. 665, para. 157.

D

A_//%’;:";IZ/.)

¥

Syled oY 55led ) 593
VoY Okt 55l YY ol



e P
VIS
W'%’ﬂf'»é‘x'o@‘é‘,ﬁ

"o
Sl S g

Aog> 3l 551050 54
<l )3 9 4.1?.)

Ol 4l b)) lsoe ) 1l 03,87 ke (ST o Clab 5 (6 (5 a0
sl ol T osla dly i yp 358 03 s e el ) (0L S oy S
Wb) wimmar 5 (il b ezt (65 5003 (Slyanml S ot 525505553 L
5,505 53 oy Jamen y aS Jlgal 5 ol Lgsas cdlad ol 31605 1 3
el ‘lelli@ul.sbéwwﬂsjfﬁ)\ o s Loses 3l Chli> Coenl L AL
ARSI P

D1 g dl>da0go 53 Jarmolem j (2l )l 4 e 1Y

3 S slads (b 5 andllas Bl o 53 b ol (gl ¢ ey S L3
S b 35 (g laas wbyls b0k ST sy Les (g &S ot Sl
Sl oo s S ildr (b Jorlp0 55 cmoman il 2alS a0 L0 5 6T
el DO SBT3l 5282 (61 a3 sladaly (3 0T (3l sLles 5 L
pele 3 oslizl sle) S dagye DLl 3 45 ol 03 (g3bake g3l 355 o8
03355 plowil a3 S b5 55 (Slay T GBS 5 foed ) ot
5B g s 5l Ay (slaeiS SlalBl 5 e (g b ulesST AV aslsl
oS ST (aman s DL L35l 4 sl (Slacdys (guigls Ol 29,55
i 2872/ 1983 06 55 Jaswaconsy Sl by SLI Obpuss @S5 5
Aabplss 4S5 (6l Joor 5 o darmee Solis 056 ) 10 83k lasl sl 3.7
bl sy s Sl SOl 45T S o |y Jaomacansy SIS bl e b e
Loowe Sl casbplls 5 6ole 1y &L Tl 038 aseia |y daoealany Sl 3
(8t arenns s S 5T 03,8 pan o 3505 LS (3 S 5 3
el r LT et o ey B 5 b ol 3 (ol I8 S b 5 g
5 b Sl 0009 0 (Jamealons ) Blodday (o3lgiiny o8l coddiplonl sla b))
.(Kibaroglu etal, 2011: 139)

sl Y 1y (g3 0l JtsTm%m; BTNV P FSNCIUNE YR [ B PP § PO PER
6@»@3@1}\&gj)\)sfwlm\;,,bubtu (3 ooz (BN ey . o]
Sy casbpllss )3 350 jasiine odldslgii Bl Jaowal oy BT Sl b
ol ot 5 ol (IS oy dih b5 (Jammaty ) Bl b oS lag g e

35 . Report of ILC on its 53rd Session, pp. 158-159

36 . Environment Law, Law No. 2872 of 1983, published in: 18132 Official Gazette of the Republic of
Turkey (11 August 2008).

37 . By-law on Environmental Impact Assessment of 1993, last amended in 2008, published in: 26939
Official Gazette of the Republic of Turkey (17 July 2008).

38 . DSI, Turkey Water Report (2009).
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39 . Law for the Improvement and Protection of the Environment, Federal Law No. 27 of 2009, published
in: 4142 Official Gazette of the Republic of Iraq.
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40 . United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (New York, 9 May 1992; in force 21
March 1994).

41 . Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro, 5 June 1992; in force 29 December 1993) (‘CBD’).

42 . Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona, 16 February
1976; in force 12 February 1978) (‘Barcelona Convention’).

43 . Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (Tehran, 4
November 2003; in force 12 August 2006).
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