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Abstract
Although the economy is an essential issue for obtaining sustainability, identifying the characteristics of informal economy appears to be
disregarded in urban policies. In addition, informality is merely considered for creating a new spatial order to organize the urban
environments. Treating informality does not mean a new spatial order to ruin informal sector workers. Instead, informal activities' rights
and interests, and functions should be examined. By focusing on a sample including 100 street vendors and 119 shopkeepers in Zahedan
city, this study aims to identify street vending as a source of safety or unsafety concerns. The research findings show that the
shopkeepers expressed positive views towards the street vendors and appreciated their presence, causing a sense of safety. Such a
positive part of street vending proposes that informality may be considered as another mode of urbanization, which is respected as
ordinary for a few cities. This study contends that the rationale behind the mentioned approaches is the wrong discernment of the
policymakers who conceive street vending as a deterrent in urban settings. Collective resistance in this context has arisen through the
physical and social coexistence between street vendors and shopkeepers. Shopkeepers and street vendors look to local social interactions

for a sense of safety and livelihood security. Practically, the results can be considered as a guide for evaluating the performance of
commercial renewal projects and helping developers allocate the appropriate resources for providing sustainable urban policies.

Keywords: Built environment, Social sustainability, Informal economy, Street vending, Sense of safety.
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