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Abstract

Industrialization plays a major role in the economic and social development of rural
communities. In the process of industrial development, industrial zones is recognized as one
of the strategies for development of rural communities. The aim of this study was to identify
and evaluate the effects of social and economic dimension of phase one and two industrial
zones on rural areas in Urmia city. The research method is quasi-experimental which has been
evaluated using a post-test design of two experimental and control groups. The statistical
population includes villages adjacent to the industrial zones (Ghahramanlou Sofla, Ilyas Abad
and Jarchilo) and non-adjacent areas of the industrial zones (Keshtiban, Miyavogh and
Tazekend). The results showed that the two study areas, namely the villages adjacent to the
industrial estates and the villages far from the industrial estates are different in terms of
economic and social consequences. In terms of economic impacts, the average of adjacent
villages (economic improvement (30.6), employment (13.5), job satisfaction (7)) was more
than villages far from the estates (economic improvement (25.8), employment (10.8), job
satisfaction (5.9). This difference showed significant by using the t-test of two independent
samples. In general, the average of this variable was evaluated in the villages adjacent to the
town (51.1) and in the villages far from the town (42.6). The results also show the impact of
the industrial estates on the dimensions of social consequences in the sense that, along with
the decrease in migration and increase in the quality of life in the villages adjacent to the
estate, enhancement of social harms is also observed in these villages.

Keywords: Rural development, small scale industries, social and economic impacts, Urmia
industrial zones.
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