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Considering the increasing growth of environmental crimes, it is significant to identify the effective
factors in preventing crimes in this area. Based on this, the aim of this study is to investigate the
factors affecting the prevention of environmental crimes in Herat city, Afghanistan. The statistical
population of this research comprises the students of the Faculty of Agriculture of the State
University of Herat city, from which 277 people were selected as the final volume based on random
sampling using Cochran's formula. The tool for collecting information is a researcher-made
questionnaire with emphasis on five political, economic, cultural, social, and legal variables, whose
formal, content, and structural validity and reliability were confirmed. To investigate the
relationship between the variables and their effect on preservation of the environment of Herat city,
the one sample t-test was used, and Friedman's test was carried out to rank the variables. The
findings of the one sample t- test showed that among the political, economic, cultural, social, and
legal variables, only political, legal, and cultural factors have a direct and meaningful relationship
with the prevention of environmental crimes. However, the findings of Friedman's test proved that
among the five variables, the cultural factor ranks first and the economic variable ranks last.
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Extended Summary

Introduction

Considering the extent of environmental crimes, the dispute regarding the concept of crime and harm, and the increasing
growth of crimes in this field clarify that the control of environmental crimes depends on various factors. Today,
environmental issues are considered deep social concepts that have cultural roots. Therefore, social culture is a
fundamental issue regarding respect for the environment. According to the findings, environmentally destructive
behaviors are due to people's unfamiliarity with the culture of urbanism, lack of proper understanding of the environmental
situation governing society and people's cultural beliefs (Bagheri et al., 2018); because people have not learned the culture
of using environmental facilities and the culture of peaceful coexistence with nature or have not internalized it properly
(Adhami, 2018). For this reason, the cultural and social context of a society in the context of structural relations is effective
in preventing environmental crimes (Ekhtiari et al., 2018).

Considering the special environment that governs Afghanistan, the diversity of plant and animal species, the presence of
water and forest resources, and the special social and cultural conditions that govern this country, this research aims to
investigate the most significant factors affecting the prevention of environmental crimes in the city of Herat. Based on
this, the main question of this research is that to what extent do political, social, cultural, economic, and legal factors play
arole in preserving the environment of Herat city?

Materials and Methods

The statistical population of this research is the students of the Faculty of Agriculture of the State University of Herat
city, out of 1000 students, using stratified random sampling according to the size of the statistical population and in the
light of Cochran's sample size formula, 277 people were selected as the final sample size. The tool used in this research
is a researcher-made questionnaire. After collecting information and mastering the theoretical foundations, the
questionnaire was designed with emphasis on five political, economic, social, cultural and legal variables in collaboration
with the supervisors and advisors. Questionnaire data was recorded in SPSS software and various statistical methods such
as t-test and Friedman's test as well as basic statistics such as mean, standard deviation, etc. were used to achieve the goals
of the research.

Results and Discussion

The results show that the probability value for legal and cultural variables is less than 0.05 (p-value<0.05). As a result,
the average of legal, political and cultural variables has a significant difference with the number 3. Therefore, it can be
said that legal, political and cultural variables are effective in preventing environmental crimes. The upper and lower
limits of the legal, political and cultural variables are positive. This shows that the aforementioned variables of
environmental crime prevention have a direct and meaningful relationship. The results of this test showed that the cultural
factor with an average rank of 3.56 is in the first place, the legal variable with an average rank of 3.21 is in the second
place, the political variable is in the third place with an average of 3.13, the social variable is in the fourth place with an
average of 2.2 and the economic variable is with an average Rank 2.58 are in the last rank. The value of the chi square
statistic in the Friedman test is equal to 69.454, which is significant at the five percent error level (p-value<0.05). This
means that the ranking of the research variables is meaningful from the point of view of the respondents, and they have
different rankings of the mentioned variables.

Conclusion

Despite the formation of a new government in Afghanistan, the people of this country still emphasize the role of cultural
development in the prevention of environmental crimes. This is a reflection of Afghanistan's cultural society and indicates
the huge cultural capacities to prevent environmental crimes. The existence of guarantees of various criminal executions
such as execution, imprisonment and fine as the main punishment, temporary suspension, revocation of license and
closure of the institution as secondary punishment and confiscation of property as additional punishments for
environmental crimes in the Afghan Penal Code, the important role of the legal variable in the prevention of crimes. It
shows the environment. However, the healthy use of the environment and its development requires the provision of social
contexts. The growth of the prevailing social environment in the Afghan society, strengthening cultural, economic,
political and moral ties, increasing public awareness through systematic education, social responsibility and raising the
level of literacy can help prevent environmental crimes.
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